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Western Balkans Agenda on Innovation, Research, Education, Culture, 
Youth and Sport  

 

 

The European Union has recently announced the preparation of a comprehensive, long-term 

strategy for cooperation with the Western Balkan region entitled "Western Balkans Agenda 

on Innovation, Research, Education, Culture, Youth and Sport".  Through increased 

investments in Research, Education, Culture, Youth and Sport, the Western Balkans 

Agenda and its proposed actions will contribute to the region’s economic and societal 

development and cooperation. 

 

 

  

 

The main goal of this strategy at hand is to foster the stability and prosperity in the region, 

taking into account the effects of COVID-19 as well as forward-looking transition towards digital 

and green economy that works for people. The Agenda on Innovation, Research, Education, 

Culture, Youth and Sport and its Action Plan will build on three main pillars:  

https://twitter.com/WbcRTI
https://www.linkedin.com/grp/home?gid=4346745
https://www.facebook.com/WbcRTIinfo


 Political Agenda, which entails accession negotiations, association processes (Horizon 

Europe, Erasmus and European Solidarity Corps, Creative Europe) and integration processes 

(European Research Area), finalisation of Smart Specialisation Strategies, stronger 

participation in the European Higher Education Area as well as systemic changes and reforms 

towards building knowledge-based societies and evidence-based policy making  

 Thematic Agenda, which focuses on fostering national research and innovation 

systems with dedication to tackling climate change and digital transformation  

 Regional Agenda, which will direct new investments towards game-changing 

innovations, as well as actions that create sustainable and human capital development and a 

digital future with following main priorities:  

o Increase investment in SMEs and their capacity to innovate, scale-up and grow  

o Foster research, innovation, education and vocational training capacity building  

o  Deepen Economic Union by linking the Western Balkan economies and bringing 

them closer to the European ones 

o Foster the Western Balkans transition to sustainability 

o Regional cooperation and people-to-people exchanges 

The Joint Declaration “A Western Balkans Agenda on Innovation, Research, Education, Culture, 

Youth and Sport” has been accompanied by a document which presents the specific objectives, 

priorities and a tentative roadmap of key actions of this Agenda. A longer–term, robust 

Economic and Investment Plan for the region has been also recently announced building on 

a total envelope for the Pre-Accession Instrument III (IPA III) of EUR 9 billion for the 2021-2027 

period, plus a further EUR 20 billion potentially raised through the new Western Balkans 

Guarantee facility. Find below all the related information published at our portal. 

 

 

NEWS 

   

[DOCUMENT ANNOUNCEMENT] ROADMAP OF A WESTERN BALKANS AGENDA ON INNOVATION, 
RESEARCH, EDUCATION, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 

The European Union has recently presented a comprehensive, long-term strategy for cooperation with the 
Western Balkan region entitled "Western Balkans Agenda on Innovation, Research, Education, Culture... 

FACTSHEET: TOWARDS A WESTERN BALKANS AGENDA ON RESEARCH, INNOVATION, EDUCATION, 
CULTURE, YOUTH & SPORTS 

The European Union has recently presented a comprehensive, long-term strategy for cooperation with the 
Western Balkan region entitled "Western Balkans Agenda on Innovation, Research, Education, Culture... 

[EVENT REVIEW] TOWARDS AN INNOVATION AGENDA FOR THE WESTERN BALKANS 

On September 24, 2020, Western Balkan Ministers and high level panelists from the region took part in the 
European Research and Innovation Days to discuss the region’s priorities in research and innovation... 

https://wbc-rti.info/object/news/21037
https://wbc-rti.info/object/news/21037
https://wbc-rti.info/object/news/21035
https://wbc-rti.info/object/news/21035
https://wbc-rti.info/object/news/20938


OTHER RELATED ARTICLES 

AN ECONOMIC AND INVESTMENT PLAN FOR THE WESTERN BALKANS 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT, THE COUNCIL, THE 
EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE AND THE COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS  

o FACTSHEET ON ECONOMIC AND INVESTMENT PLAN FOR THE WESTERN BALKANS 
The Economic and Investment Plan ident i f ies 10 investment f lagships and aims to spur the long - term 
recovery,  accelera te  a  green and digi tal  t ransi t ion,  and fos ter reg ional  cooperat ion and convergence . . .  

o QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS: ECONOMIC AND INVESTMENT PLAN FOR THE WESTERN 
BALKANS 

Why is the Commission presenting an Economic and Investment Plan for the Western Balkans? 
The main aim of the Economic and Investment Plan is to spur the long-term economic recovery of 
the region and... 

o VÁRHELYI PRESENTS THE ECONOMIC AND INVESTMENT PLAN IN SKOPJE 

EU Commissioner for Enlargement Olivér Várhelyi presented the Economic and Investment Plan 
and annual report on North Macedonia to the Prime Minister Zoran Zaev and the President Stevo 
Pendarovski during... 

o ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GAP BETWEEN THE WESTERN BALKANS AND THE EU MUST BE 
CLOSED FASTER 

“Belgrade, Podgorica, Pristina, Sarajevo, Skopje, Tirana. Six capitals of the Western Balkans, at 
the heart of Europe, but traveling and trading between them and to other capitals of Europe takes 
twice... 

o JOKSIMOVIC AND FABRIZI: PROGRESS REPORT AND ECONOMIC PACKAGE IN AN 
IMPORTANT MOMENT  

Last week, Ambassador Sem Fabrizi, Head of the Delegation of the European Union to Serbia 
handed over to Ms. Jadranka Joksimovic, Minister for European Integration, the 2020 European 
Commission Annual... 

o COMMISSIONER VÁRHELYI: WE ARE READY FOR FURTHER COOPERATION WITH BIH AND 
THE WB REGION 

The EU Commissioner for Enlargement, Olivér Várhelyi during his visit to Sarajevo presented the 
Economic and Investment Plan for the Western Balkans. He met also with the Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers... 

   

EU PRESENTS GUIDELINES ON GREEN AGENDA FOR WESTERN BALKANS 

The Green Agenda for the Western Balkans, envisaged by the European Green Deal, is expected to be 
endorsed by the Western Balkan leaders at a summit in Sofia, Bulgaria in November, the European 
Commission... 

o [EVENT ANNOUNCEMENT] EUROPEAN GREEN DEAL SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES 
VIRTUAL BROKERAGE EVENT 

   

EUROPEAN COMMISSION PUBLISHED 2020 WB COUNTRY REPORTS 

The European Commission has just published 2020 Enlargement Package. The package contains the 
Reports in which the Commission services present their detailed assessment of the state of play in each 
candidate... 

o  Pos ted on October 6,  2020  

o KEY FINDINGS OF THE 2020 REPORT ON ALBANIA 

o Political criteria The political environment in Albania continued to be marked by intense 
polarisation. Parliamentary activities were affected by the opposition relinquishing their mandates. 
Institutional... 

o  Pos ted on October 6,  2020  

o KEY FINDINGS OF THE 2020 REPORT ON NORTH MACEDONIA  

o Political criteria         North Macedonia continued to implement EU-related reforms throughout the 
reporting period. Efforts continued to strengthen democracy... 

o  Pos ted on October 6,  2020  
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o KEY FINDINGS OF THE 2020 REPORT ON KOSOVO* 

o Political criteria         The reporting period was marked by early legislative elections, two changes 
of government and relatively long periods with only a... 

o  Pos ted on October 6,  2020  

o KEY FINDINGS ON THE 2020 REPORT ON BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 

o Political criteria          During most of the reporting period the Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina was blocked for political reasons, ... 

o  Pos ted on October 6,  2020  

o KEY FINDINGS OF THE 2020 REPORT ON SERBIA 

o Political criteria  The parliamentary, provincial and municipal elections in Serbia initially foreseen 
for April were postponed following the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic and held on 21 June... 

o  Pos ted on October 6,  2020  

o KEY FINDINGS OF THE 2020 REPORT ON MONTENEGRO 

o Political criteria         The reporting period was marked by tensions and mistrust between political 
actors and low level of trust in the electoral framework... 

INCREASING COOPERATION WITH THE WESTERN BALKANS 

Earlier this year, the EU Commissioner for Innovation, Research, Culture, Education and Youth, Mariya 
Gabriel,  had noted at the Agency for the Promotion of Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises (BSMEPA... 

2020 COMMUNICATION ON EU ENLARGEMENT POLICY 

The Commission adopted its Communication on EU enlargement policy and the 2020 Enlargement 
Package: The annual reports, assessing the implementation of fundamental reforms in the Western Balkans 
and Turkey... 

 SUCCESS STORIES FROM THE REGION 

  iMARECULTURE  

o IMARECULTURE - ADVANCED VR, IMMERSIVE SERIOUS GAMES AND AUGMENTED REALITY AS 
TOOLS TO RAISE AWARENESS AND ACCESS TO EUROPEAN UNDERWATER CULTURAL HERITAGE 

o The project’s i-MareCulture scope is to raise public awareness of European identity by focusing in 
maritime cultural heritage, which by default bridges different civilizations. In particular, i-MareCulture... 

  INNOFEIT   

o INNOFEIT - CENTER FOR TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER AND INNOVATIONS 

o Having recognized the need for more tight cooperation between the academia and the industry, the 
Faculty of Electrical Engineering and Information Technologies (FEEIT), as a part of the Ss. Cyril and ... 

  E IT Raw Mater ials  

o EIT RAW MATERIALS - WB RELATED ACTIVITIES 

o The EIT Raw Materials aims at turning the EU raw material sector into major strength focusing on the 
metallic and mineral raw materials along the entire value chain. EIT Raw Materials is well established... 

  EUSCREEN 

o IMPLEMENTATION OF COST-OPTIMIZED CHILDHOOD VISION AND HEARING SCREENING 
PROGRAMMES IN MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES IN EUROPE 

o Screening for vision and hearing disorders in children has shown to be highly effective. EU-directive 
16620/11 invites EU-member states to give priority to such screening programmes. Early detection and... 

  ANTARES 

o CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE FOR ADVANCED TECHNOLOGIES IN SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE AND 
FOOD SECURITY 

o Agriculture is facing enormous challenges today. Not only does it have to provide enough safe and 
healthy food for the ever-increasing Earth’s population, it is also expected to offer alternatives to ... 

  SEEIIST 

o THE SOUTH EAST EUROPEAN INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR SUSTAINABLE TECHNOLOGIES  

o The South East European International Institute for Sustainable Technologies (SEEIIST) proposed in late 
2016 by Prof. Herwig Schopper, a former Director General of CERN and initiator of the international... 

  EU4Tech 

o TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER CAPACITY BUILDING IN THE WESTERN BALKANS (EU4TECH) 

o This initiative supports and strengthens the technology transfer and innovation ecosystem in the countries 
of the Western Balkans (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo*, the Former Yugoslav Republic... 
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SPECIAL INTERVIEW:  
Discussing about the 'Western Balkans Agenda on Innovation, Research, 
Education, Culture, Youth and Sport' with Ms SIGNE RATSO, Deputy Director-
General for Research and Innovation at European Commission  

 

 

Cooperation between Western Balkan countries in the current Horizon 2020 programme has 

been positive. Latest figures confirm indeed that WB participation in H2020 projects increased 

by more than 50 % since 2016 while the EU research funding secured by the Western Balkans 

has constantly increased until €30 million in 2018. In such a context, Ms Signe Ratso helps us 

understand how the WB Agenda is further expected to set out a new narrative for the region and 

to provide a forward-looking vision for its citizens.  In the interview, Ms Ratso tells us more about 

the priorities, the concrete actions and the interraction with stakeholders...    

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE INFORMATION PORTAL 
 

 

READ FULL 

INTERVIEW HERE  
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Access, registration and upload of content to WBC-RTI.info platform is free of charge. The 

Platform will be regularly updated in the upcoming years, and in particular focus on one selected 

theme per month; however much more information is collected and included in one of our 

databases - see below. If you would like to suggest a research topic or promote your R&I project 

or your research results to over 11,000 interested researchers and policy makers in WBC and 

Europe-wide, or if you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact us at office@wbc-rti.info. 

 

 

 

 

The WBC-RTI.info platform acts as a source of high quality targeted information on research, 

technology and innovation in/with/for the Western Balkan countries (WBCs). The Platform 

supports the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and is funded by 

the European Commission (contract №30-CE-0838742/00-87). 
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