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ALBANIA
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(July – December 2008)
1 Policy actions
(e.g. essential changes in the political authorities, administrative bodies, agencies, institutions, personnel, development/launch of new national funding programmes, etc.)
This year in Albania was done on August the nomination of new Minister of Education and Science. Now is Dr. Fatos Beja Minister of Education and Science.
In the same time is changed the Director of Cabinet of Minister. Now is Mrs. Edlira Late new Director of Cabinet. She is nominated LEAR person for Albania and she is proposed to be and National Contact Point of Albania for Framework Program 7.
Concerning to new national funding programmes our Minister has decided to renew the programme of improvement infrastructure of laboratories didactic and scientific and to fund approximately 25 from them through our national budget. Minister has nominated a new Committee to evaluate 90 project proposals from 90 presented in Ministry of Education and Science.
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
Concerning to legislative initiative we are in process to renew the Decisions of Ministry related with National and Bilateral Programmes
Concerning to strategic framework Albania is in the process of doing the strategy for science. The Working Group for strategy has presented to scientific community a draft and is waiting the feedback from this scientific community and other actors from Ministries, NGO-s, etc.  
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
This second year (July – December 2008) in Albania and  are organized  a lot of scientific activities. In the Table following are the most important evants:

	Partner responsible [1]
	Type of event [2]
	Name of event
	Date 
(JJJJ-MM-DD)
	Location 
(city, country)
	Type of audience [3]
	Estimated size of audience 
	Comments/Further information [4]

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Ministry of Education and Science
	3-rd annual meeting of institute ALB-SCIENCE
	 
	01-03.09.2008
	Tirana Albania
	Universities, Researchers, Policy makers.
	400 persons 
	Distribution of leaflets and  presentations, Summury Book with all scientific articles

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Ministry of Education and Science, CIVET 2000
	Workshop
	WBC-INCO.NET Learning groups in financial audits 
	28.10.2008
	Tirana, Albania
	Repressetatives from Universities, National Authorities, business, NGO-s
	58 persons 
	Distribution of leaflets and  presentations

	Italian Embassy in Tirana and Ministry of Education and Science
	International Conference
	Week of technological, scientific and universitary cooperation Italy-Albania
	14.-21.11.2008
	Tirana, Albania
	Representatives from Universities, National Authorities, business, NGO-s
	400 persons aproximetely
	Distribution of leaflets and presentations

	Ministry of Education and Science, Polytechnic University
	International Conference on Technology Transfer
	3-rd International Textile conference
	20.11-2008
	Tirana, Albania
	Representatives from Universities, National Authorities, business, NGO-s, etc. 
	400 persons aproximetely
	Distribution of leaflets and presentations

	 Academy of Science
	Training Workshop on FP7
	 One week training on FP7
	 08-12.12. 2008
	Tirana, Albania
	 Representatives from Universities, National Authorities,
	 40 persons
	 Distribution of training materials

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
(e.g. new bilateral/international agreements, memberships, support structures, important international projects, programmes, etc.)
Albania has four protocols with Italy, Greece, Slovenia and Macedonia. This month, on 16-17, Albania Republic and Montenegro Republic will sign an Agreement concerning to science and technological development.
Our Ministry has four projects in FP7: WBC-INCO-NET, SEE-ERA.NET PLUS, NET4SOCIETY, HEALTH-NCP-NET.
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

Albania is in process to set up new indicators for evaluation of science. In collaboration with BRESCIA UNESCO office in Venice we have a project concerning the statistic data and strategy of research. With Decision of our Minister of Education and Science is created a Working Group, with representatives from Ministry of Education and Science, Ministry of Agriculture and Chamber of Commerce. This month this Working Group will present to Council for Higher Education and Science a list of research indicators, based on Frascatti Manual, to approve for the evaluation of science in Albania.
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

(Optional personal opinion)
Concerning to assessment of the developments that are done during these 6 months we can say that Albania has fiver important pillars: Organization of lot research activities; set up of new research indicators for evaluation of science and a new strategy for science; increase bilateral agreements for science and technological development; funding new didactic and research laboratories in three most important Universities in Tirana.
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� until December 9, 2008.
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