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ITALY
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(December 2008 - May 2009)
1 Policy actions
(e.g. essential changes in the political authorities, administrative bodies, agencies, institutions, personnel, development/launch of new national funding programmes, etc.)
Nothing Worth to be Mentioned
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
N W M
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
N W M

4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
Multilateral Initiatives
· Adriatic-Ionian Initiative : having its headquarter in Ancona (Italy),  with the participation of Italy, Greece, Slovenia, Croatia, Albania and Bosnia-Herzegovina, AII deals among others with cooperation among universities; in 2009 Italy will be chairing the Initiative.  In this framework, sponsored by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, MISS – Second Level Master’s Degree in Sustainable Development of Agricultural and Rural Areas of the Adriatic-Ionian Basin started on, February 4th 2009, with the participation of students coming from Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM), Kosovo, Montenegro, Serbia organised by UniAdrion and the University of Bologna - Faculty of Agriculture 
· Central European Initiative :  Created in ‘91 by the Italian Government, its financing has been replenished by Italy in 20007 , for the period 2007-2009. Among the 20 members, Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, FYR Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia take part to the initiatives. CEI main topics are Technical Cooperation (TC) Projects,  Know-How Exchange Programme (KEP), Cooperation Activities,  Partnerships in EU Projects

HYPERLINK "http://www.ceinet.org/main.php?pageID=29" \o "Networking: Projects seeking partners". 
· 7 FP: Italy is presently cooperating with WBC’s in several FP projects, 6 with Albania, 6 with Bosnia Herzegovina, 10 with Montenegro, 39 with Serbia and 46 with Croatia.

· EUREKA: 2 running projects with Serbia, 1 with Bosnia Herzegovina, 3 with Croatia
Bilateral cooperation
· MoUs  between CNR (Italian Council for Scientific Research) and the Academies of Science of Serbia, FYR Macedonia and Bosnia Herzegovina
· Bilateral Agreement between CNR and Albania, aimed  to having Albania joining ICSU (International Council  for Science)

· Bilateral agreement between  ENEA (Italian Board for Energy, New Technology and the Environment) and  AKBN (Albanian National Agency of Natural Resources).
· Assistance  to the Institutes of Statistics in Sarajevo and Banja Luka performed by ISTAT (Italian Institute of Statistics) financed by the Italian Foreign Affairs Ministry.
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

N W M

� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� until May 8, 2009.
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