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Delegations will find attached the CREST Opinion on the above topic, adopted by written procedure following the meeting of CREST of 3 April 2009.
crest opinion

of 30 April 2009

based on the reports of the OMC Working Group

‘Internationalisation of R&D - Facing the Challenge of Globalisation: 

Approaches to a Proactive International Policy in S&T’

List of reports:

1. Exploring synergies through coordinating policy measures between the EU Member States, Associated Countries and the European Commission – An element of the ‘New Partnership’ for ERA governance,
December 2008


2. Country Report Russia: An Analysis of EU-Russian Cooperation in S&T
December 2008


3. Country Report India: An Analysis of EU-Indian Cooperation in S&T
December 2008


4. Country Report Brazil: An Analysis of EU-Brazilian Cooperation in S&T
December 2008

Addressing the mutual understanding on the full realisation of the European Research Area, which is laid down in the Council conclusions on the launch of the Ljubljana Process
, the dedicated role of international cooperation in S&T has been acknowledged in the Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament ‘A strategic European Framework for international science and technology cooperation’ 
 and in the conclusions of the Council of the European Union concerning ‘A European partnership for international scientific and technological cooperation’ 
.

Against this background, CREST 

· welcomes the activities of the OMC Working Group ‘Internationalisation of R&D - Facing the Challenge of Globalisation: Approaches to a Proactive International Policy in S&T’.
· acknowledges the reports of the OMC Working Group as a rich source of information.
· recommends the Member States and the European Commission to analyse the conclusions and recommendations of the OMC Working Group in order to further enhance national and Community S&T policy approaches vis-à-vis Third Countries.
· Takes particular note of the Working Groups´ recommendations on exploring synergies through coordinating policy measures between the EU Member States, Associated Countries and the European Commission in order to ensure a coherent and efficient S&T policy approach at all levels

· Underlines as driving motivations for a closer coordination of S&T policies vis-à-vis Third Countries among others the interest shared by the Member States and Countries associated to the EU RTD Framework Programme in

· an efficient access to R&D (policy)-related information,
· improving the legal framework for opening the ERA to the world, 

· increasing efficiency and sharing risks through pooling activities and resources with Third Countries in particular in basic research and in areas addressing global challenges, 

· ensuring a strong European standing in the international arena  and speaking with 
one voice where appropriate in international fora,
· promoting European standards and ethical principles for the performance of science.
· highlights the relevance of the development and implementation of joint strategies of the Member States and the European Commission vis-à-vis Third Countries or regions in order to
· make better use of the European knowledge base,

· reflect (common) interests of Member States and
· integrate consistent contributions of the Member States in the implementation of EU Strategies through Joint Action Plans.

With reference to the Council Conclusions concerning ‘A European partnership for international scientific and technological cooperation’ CREST 
·  suggests, that the ‘Strategic Forum for International S&T Cooperation’ (SFIC) which was established by the Council conclusions of 2 December 2008 as a dedicated configuration of CREST and had its first meeting on 18 February 2009 could further analyse 


· the general reports of the first and second phase of the OMC Working Group entitled ‘Policy Approaches towards S&T Cooperation with Third Countries’ (2007)
 and ‘Exploring synergies through coordinating policy measures between the EU Member States, Associated Countries and the European Commission – An element of the ‘New Partnership’ for ERA governance’ (2008),

· as well as the Country reports of the OMC Working Group on Russia, India and Brazil, which include recommendations on the future enhancement of S&T cooperation and the report on China being part of the Working Group's general report of the second phase4.

Addressing the recommendations of the OMC Working Group, CREST

· emphasises the added value of joint S&T dialogues between the EU Member States and Third Countries or regions building on the positive examples as they are mentioned in the reports, which should be implemented in partnership with the European Commission. CREST underlines that such a dialogue should aim at identifying joint interest beyond the themes of the EU RTD Framework Programme and at fostering coordination of concrete implementation measures building on Member States´ instruments.

· Considers the following aspects to be of particular importance for future discussions on policy action among the Member States and the European Commission:



· increasing the effectiveness and efficiency of information gathering on S&T in and with Third Countries through linking national and Community efforts and considering ERAWATCH to become a ’central gateway’ for EU-Third Country cooperation in the field of R&D.

· drawing common conclusions and recommendations on trans-national funding instruments with Third Countries including the need for an institutional setting for implementing joint funding schemes with Third Countries and administering respective ’common pots’ most effectively and efficiently.

· increasing brain-circulation between the EU and Third Countries through promoting the opportunities, advancing funding schemes and removing still existing barriers. Special emphasis should be given to new concepts for enhancing outward mobility of researchers from Member States.
· analysing the potential of international agreements of the EC with Third Countries to provide a general framework for international S&T cooperation ensuring complementarities and consistency with S&T agreements of the Member States.

· establishing local networks of science counsellor and S&T advisers as a flexible structure involving EC delegations and Member States´ embassies on site in priority Third Countries.
· proactively promoting the European Research Area to the world addressing the critical mass of the European research potential in terms of quality and quantity of human potential, efficient networks of institutions, cutting edge S&T infrastructure as well as European standards and ethical values and access to European lead markets.
· sharing experiences and preparing a better ground for reliable and comparable impact assessment and evaluation of S&T policy measures addressing international cooperation.
In order to facilitate the coordination process and along the line of the recommendations of the OMC Working Group, CREST  suggests  for the consideration of SFIC:

· to develop an integrated concept for systematic, efficient information exchange on S&T and S&T policies in Third Countries and on the cooperation activities with Third Countries. As a first approach a workshop could be organized inviting stakeholders from relevant national institutions, which gather, process and publish information on R&D in Third Countries, representatives from relevant INCO-NETs and ERA-NETs as well as from international organisations dealing with information gathering on S&T such as the OECD.

· to foresee activities for the coordination of marketing activities of the European Community, the Member States and Associated Countries in Third Countries aiming at promoting the values of the European Research Area worldwide.
· to develop reliable and comparable indicators for an impact assessment of policy measures towards the internationalisation of S&T. Respective tools for data collection should be proposed as well.
___________________
� 30 May 2008, doc. 10231/08


� 24 September 2008, COM (2008) 588


� 2 December 2008, doc. 16017/08


� 	CREST OMC Working Group on ‘Internationalisation of R&D - Facing the Challenge of Globalisation: Approaches to a Proactive International Policy in S&T’: Analytical Report ‘Policy Approaches towards S&T Cooperation with Third Countries’, December 2007, http://ec.europa.eu/invest-in-research/pdf/download_en/concl_international.pdf
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