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Editorial

D ear readers,

Some of you may haw been wondering about the de by of
this newsktier. But, the wait has not been in \ain as we
can now report on the most im portant news regarding the
imp Bmentation of the Stering Phtform . The date for the
next meeting has been set and the invitations hawe been
sent out (see this page main artich). The German EU-
presidency is inviting t Berln, together with the European
Comm ission. DG Research has aBo provded us with a
report on the association status of the Westtrn Ballan
countries in the Seventh Famework Programme (see page
2). FP7 was Bunched on January 1, 2007 and therefore we
haw dedicatd a great part of this e Journalto aspects of
inte rnationa Bcoope ration in this m ajor funding program m e
(pages 3-5; 9 and 10 deallng with the thematic focus on
Food, Agricu bure, Hsheries, and Biotechnobgy). We haw
aBo focused on nationall iniiatives by Turkey, Austria,
Greece and the Netherbnds (page 6 and 7), and an
introduction t the Croatian S T systtm (page 8) Iis
inclided. In addition some news from B, Kosow and
Montenegro is given (page 12). COST and SEE-ERA.NET
introduce opportunities for WBC researchers (page 11, 13),
you BRarn more about see-science .eu reports (8§ T country
reports and a needs/offer-m atrix) and possibillties for
inform ation gathering through eNewsBtiers. We hope that
it was worth waiting for all of you and we are Mboking
forward to the next pub Bcation, which is due in May 07 -
but continuous updates are alvays availhb B on our project-
website h ttp://see-science eu!

Ele Dall
Proje ct Manager of the Inform ation Office see-science .eu
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The German EU
Council Presidency
2007

Education, research and tchnobgy are essential for the future of
Europe as a basis for sustainab B grow th, increased em p byment, and
cu luralland sociallcohesion. The Germ an CouncillPresidency, in order
to take into account the question of tie future of Europe and its
pending constitutionall process will operatt within the folbwing
generalframew ork in the fie Bs ofeducation and research :

the Lisbon Strate gy to strength e n Europe 5 com pe titive ne ss,

the 50t anniversary of tie Treaties ofRome on March 25, 2007,
the hunch ofthe Life bng Learning Programme and greater

syne rgy be tw ee n nationaland European measures,

the Bunch ofthe Sexenth Research Framew ork Programme (FP7)
and the estab lshmentofthe European Research Council(ERC) and
the Security Research Programme .

=/ 2007 DE

“Mit Forschung gewinnen” - “Success through research”

The revew of the EU budgets, which in 2008, offers an
opportunity for a in-depth of the
requirements of research in allthe areas mentioned. The aim is t
ensure notonl thatthe 3 % targetis achiexed (which is the task of
the Member Stats) but aBo that inestments in research are
increased atEuropean hwe

The new Research Framework Programme willinchde for the first
time the key gbballissue of security under tie thematic priority
Security Research *.

And for the \ery first time, all the Specific Progranmes of the
Research Framework Programme willbe open to cooperation with
third countries. Folbwing the adoption of HP7, the European
Comm ission supporttd by the German Presidency will present a
Com munication during this further
de\e bpmentofthe European Research Area.

Until FP7, basic research had been resened for nationall funding,
whereas the focus of tie FPwas al ays on industriallresearch . A new
chapter for European research funding is opened with the
estabbshmentof the ERC. The new know Bdge thatwillbe generated
will provde a starting point for future
estab bshing and opening up markets. Exce Bnt frontier research
based innovations willhe b to owercome barriers, creat new jobs
and secure existing jobs, acting as an im portante Ementof the vallie
added ch ain.

is due
and

needs

e xam ination

Presidency concerning the

innovations and for
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New Project Member
in see-science.eu

In the pre\ious issue, we
introduced you to the tam

of see-science .eu and the

tw o institutions carrying out
the work: the Centre for
Socia linnovation (ZSI), w ith
Ele DaMas projectm anager,
and the Austrian Research
Prom otion Agency (FFG). The
new member ofthe projectis
E B Tzatzani-Ste panowc, an
expertin Inte rnational

Coope ration in F?7, who
supports RaFKonig in the
Departm ent of
Inte rnational
Coope ration
and Mobilty in
the European
and

Inte rnationall N

Programmes (EIP) at HG.

see-science.eu
Usage Statistics

More th an 230 users h awe
registered on the website of
see-science .eu, which has
rece ived around 20,000 page
requests since its bhunch in
August 2006. To our readers
the mostinte resting page s
(availkb B aBo for users

w ith out re gistration) were in
the News'section:

8 Milon euro t enhance the
Research Potentiallin the
Western Ballans [h tip://see -
science eu/new s/776.h tm i
and Specific International
Coperation Actions (SICAS)
with the Balans in FP7
[http://see-

science .eu/news/754 h tm K.
Both hawe received more
than 1,000 indiMdua lh its
since January 2007.

see-science.eu
Registration

In order to folbw the Enks
provided in th is pub Bcation,
re gistration atour website is
required. Justsubm ityour
detail via the webform :
http://see-

science .eu/users/app ¥
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Spe cific initiatives of the Germ an CouncillPresidency are directed tow ards the deve bpmentofthe European
Research Area e .g. the discussion of the better use of structuralfunds concerning FP7 and of inte Rctual
prope rty righ ts at pub Bc research and high e r e ducation institutions.

For m ore inform ation folbw the Enk athtip://see-science .eu/ Ink /1017 htm I

Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries

The German CouncillPresidency agrees with the Team Presidencies (Portugalland Sbwenia) to continue the
deve bpmentofthe European perspective of the Western Ballan countries.

Regarding research, the intgration of the Westrn Ballans in the European Research Area through
instruments ke the SEE-ERANET and the support of interregionall cooperation is a priority for the
coope ration of the Germ an Fede ralMinistry on Education and Research with the W BCs.

In June 2006, the European Commission and the Austrian EU Councill Presidency jointh hunched the
Steering Phtform on research for the Western Ballan countries in Menna.

The Steering Phtform is t be used as a forum to bring together ideas and m eans and sh are inform ation and
experience, as was said in Menna. To this end, the Germ an EU Presidency and the European Com m ission are
currentl inviting the Western Ballan countries and the European Mem ber States to attend the nextmee ting
of the Steering Phtform . ltwilltake pace in Berln on March 29, 2007, back t back with the SEE-ERA.NET
Steering Board Meeting. The Germ an Presidency wishes t contribute t the successfullwork of the Steering

Phtform . §%] ErikaRost

= h tip://see-science .eu/users/142.htm 1
Federa@Ministry of Education and

Research , Germ any

htip://see-science .eu/org/81.htm I

L

Four WBC Association Procedures in the Pipeline

EU Science and Research Com m issioner Janez Potocnik, speaking ata pollcy meeting organised by Friends of
Europe® in Brusse B in the beginning of Decem ber 2006 on stabillty in tie Ballan Region, recallld the so-
calld WBC Phtform strategy and encouraged alBallan countries t become associatd to the Seventh

Fram ew ork Programme on Research and Tech no bgicallDeve bpment (FP7).He clar¥ said, Thaw made the

conditions for Bakan countries to associate with FP7 as attractive as possib B. I haw done this because |
be Bene that, more than in the past, research has become an im portant accession toolland, more than in
the past, the Ballans need a ckar message of our wilingness t he b." In conclision, Mr Potocnik said th at
he wantd the doors of the European Research Area to be Wide open to alM Balan countries. Full
imollementwoull he b these countries t dewe bp, enabling them to become a part of the EU, and to
perm it coBboration between exce Bnt scientists and researchers from the Ballans and the European
Research Community.H owe\er, these are notthe onl reasons to pursue participation in EU research: "lwant
Ballan countries to be ful¥ integrated into research because itis abo an undeniab B step on the path t
stabillty and integration into the EU,"he said.

And his strategy is akeady paying off: In mid-February 2007 Serbia, Croatia, FYR of Macedonia and
Montenegro requestted to become associattd to FP7. For these four countries, the procedure has been
Bunched (preparing a Memorandum of Understanding on ttrms and conditions for participation as an
Associated Country in FP7), for approvallof the decision by the European Comm ission. Once the internalEC
procedure is finallsed, and the Memorandum is aBo approned by the associating country, the signing
ceremony can take phce. These Mem oranda of Understanding take, howe\er, effect from January 1, 2007.
This means that aMresearchers, institutes, uninersities and SMEs from these countries are e Igib B as
Associated Countries in tie cal® for proposaB organised under FP7 and can be project coordinators.
Participation as an Associated Country means that the nationallresearchers haw equallstatus as researchers
from the 27 Mem ber States. Consequentl, they enjoy more opportunities than ifthey had rem ained a third
country under FP7. Bosnia and H erzegovina and A bania are aBo active ¥ considering their association to
FP7_With regard to Kosowo, research institutions and scie ntists from Kosowo, pending the status discussions,
are encouraged to active ¥ consider research cooperation with EU partners under the speciallcal® for third
countries (see further SICA cal®).

(Inform ation promMded by Tania Friederich s, EC, DG Research)

page 2


http://see-science.eu/users/142.html
http://see-science.eu/org/81.html
http://see-science.eu/users/apply
http://see-science.eu/news/776.html
http://see-science.eu/news/754.html
http://see-science.eu/link/1017.html

see-science.eu eJournal :; framework news

First Calls for Proposals Launched in
Seventh Framework Programme

On January 1, 2007, the Sexenth Framework Progranme for Research
and Tech nobgicallDe\e bpment (FP7) came into force . For the period
2007 to 2013 itis the EU main instrument for funding research in
Europe .

The first cal® for proposaB under FP7 were alkeady pubbshed on
December 22, 2006. They cover aBfour specific programmes of FP7
(Cooperation, PeopB, Ideas and Capacities) and the research
activities of the Europe an Atom ic Energy Com m unity (Euratom ).

Inform ation on the cal® is avai kb k \ia CORDIS.

Food, agriculture and
biotechnology

Information and communication
technologies

Nanoscience, nanotechnologies,
materials and new production
technologies

COOPERATION
Environment
(including climate change)

Transport
(including aeronautics)

Socio-economic sciences and the

humanities

Initial training
Life-long training
Industry-academia
International dimension

Specific actions

Non-nuclear actions by the Joint Research Centre

For each cal on specific subject areas under the four specific
programnmes, there is a calfiche, a work programme, a generallw ork
programme and various annexes availkb B from CORDIS. A description
of the progranmes and their internationaldim e nsion was provided in
the summer edition of the eJournaland can be found in updated form

at http://see-

CORDIS
science eu/news/330.h t http://see-science .eu/org/508 htm I
m i CORDISOpen Cal®

htip://see-science eu/ Ink /713.htm 1
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8 Million Euro for Research Potential
In cooperation with the EU’s convergence regions

The call FP7-REGPOT-2007-3 under FP7, Capacities

Theme 4, Research Potntial is opening up ?

possibillties to de\e bp partnersh ips, exchange know - e
CAPACITIES

how and experience, and upgrade research
capacities, specifical¥ in the region of the Western Ballan countries.
Dead Ine for this caBis Aprill24, 2007.

Projects in any research topic covered by the FP are e lgib B for
funding, incliding acquisition, de\e bpment, maintenance, upgrading
and/or renewall of S T research equipment for se Bcttd WBC
research centres. This call is a unique opportunity to reinforce the
S T potentialof the WBCs, in cooperation with partners from the
European Union Member States in the conwergence regions. It is
intnded to fund severall Support Actions with an awrage of
approximate ¥ 1.2 milon euro per project for a duration of up t
three years. The Community financialcontribution may cower up to

100 % of the cost of the action. The albcated budge t for the support

in 2007 is eight miMon M htip://see-science .eu/news/776.htm 1
euro. I= re Bvantwork programme:
| ) ttp://see-science .eu/doc/745.0tm 1

Specific International Cooperation Actions

Inte rnationall Cooperation in the HP7 Cooperation
Programme isimpEmented in two ways:

FArst, by generall opening up of the activities 1
researchers and research organisations from alt ird
countries. This generallopening inclides the possibilty of dedicated
actions for third countries (main¥ industriallsed and emerging
e conom ies).

Second, by opening up of tie thematic activities through Specific
Inte rnationa BCoope ration Actions (SICAs) dedicated to third countries
which are Bsttd as Internationall Cooperation Partner Countries
(ICPCs, see page 4). SICAs aim at reinforcing the research capacity in
non-associate d candidate countries and neighbourh ood countries and
at addressing the needs of de\e bping and emerging economices by
means of dedicattd cooperative research in given thematic areas.
Spe cific participation criteria app ¥ t CTo Bborative Projects” for SICA
topics (participation of a mininum of two Member Stats or
Associattd Countries pls two targettd countries). Furtier
inform ation on these criteria is given in the work programmes and in
the Guide for App Bcants”. A glnce through the first cal® for proposa k
shows thatthere are a few targeted possibilltes for the WBCs (see Enk
to see-science .eu be bw). However, to the extent that the WBCs are
associated t FP7, SICAs willno bnger be geared towards W BCs. But
of course, as Associated Countries, they are alays e Igib B t be part
ofsuch projects.

COOPERATION

SICAs in Coope ration
http://see-science eu/news/754.htm 1
Oveniew on FHP7 Coope ration
http://see-science eu/news/596.htm 1

%)
X
=
—
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Evaluating and Monitoring FP7 Projects
A Possibility also for WBC Experts

Experts from third countries may and are encouraged
to submit an applcation to assist the European
Comm ission as an evalator, reMewer or monitoring
expert. A callfor experts for FP7 has been hunched
and an interface o register in the database is availbb B on the web.
Experts for research activities assist tie Comm ission in evaliating
proposaB of the Seventh Famework Programme and monitoring
projects funded by the EU. Registering on the database does not
ensure your participation in evaliation pane B. Such evaliations are
based on the fie s of calB, the number of
app Ications, and final the assessment of your applcation by the
Comm ission. In order t achiee equalopportunities for women and
men (the target being 40 % of women in pane B), the Com m ission
woull particulbr¥ we Eome applcations from suitab¥% qualfied
women.

Prospe ctive inde pendentexperts for FP7 are expected t haw a high
B\e Bof profe ssionallexperience in the pub lc or private sector in one
ormore of the folbw ing are as:

SEVENTH FRAMEWORK
PROGRAMME

number and the

research in re lxantscie ntific and e ch no bgica Ifie Bs,

adm inistration, m anagem e ntor e \aliation of RTD proje cts,
program mes or po Icies,

use of the resu s of RTD projects, te ch no bgy transfer, innovation,
and busine ss coope ration, particu br ¥ w ith regard t SMEs,

issues atthe interface ofscience and society (e .g. e ducation,

com m unication, ethics etc.),

inte rnationa Bcoope ration in science and 1t ch no bgy,

de\e bpmentofhuman resources.

West Ballan researdwers CORDIS

[= htip://see-science .eu/org/508 h tm 1
are encouraged to app ¥! i CaBfor Expe rts

(ed) http://see-science eu/Ink /971 htm I
IDEAS
The progranme ‘ldeas’ funds projects based on

proposaB presented by researchers on subjects ol

their choice, exallattd on¥ on scientific exce Bnce

by peer revew. Fontier research *wilopen new ways

for tchnobgical progress, reso e
environm entallprob Bms. The actions are open t researchers of any
nationalty whowoull ke t setup their research in any EU Member
Statt or Associattd Country. The work programme 2007 foresees a
focus on ‘Starting Inde pendentResearcher Grants® (budge t 300 m i lMon
euro). Later this year, a callfor ‘Advanced In\estigator Grants"w i Bbe
pubBshed as wel The impBEmentation body for the
programme is the European Research Councill (ERC), the first pan-
European funding agency
for inwestigator-initiate d J
frontier research .

and aims social and

whol

European Research Council

h ttp://see -scie nce e u/org/505 h tm
Re Bvantw ork programm e

h ttp://see-science eu/doc/735.h tm 1
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EU and FP7 Definitions: Where are we living?

Member State s (MS)

The European Union has currenth 27 Member States, incliding
Bu Baria and Rom ania which joined on January 1, 2007. The funding
for MS in FP7 is made directh thirough the generalEU budget. AN
funding is done on a com pe titive basis th rough ca B for proposaB.

Candidate Countries (CC)

Countries thathaw subm itted an officialrequest for membership to
the EU and obtained candidate status, ie. Turkey, Croatia and FYR of
Mace donia. On¥ for Turkey and Croatia association ne gotiations h awe
been opened.

Pot ntiallCandidate Countries (PCC)

Countries that hawe a European perspective, but whose request for
membership has not yet been submitied or accepted (ie. Abania,
Bosnia and # erze goMna, Monte negro and Srbia).

Associate d Countries (AC)

Countries that haw an association agreementwith the EU either in
the form of a bikteral S T agreement granting association status
(ie. brae Band Svitzerbnd) or in the form of a Memorandum of
Understanding (procedure for enlbrgement countries) or \a an
Amendment to tie European Economic Area (EEA) in the case of
Norw ay, Ice Bbnd and Liechtenstein. ABMthese agreements determ ine
the financialcontribution which allbws the Associated Countries to be
e Igib B for FP7 on equallgrounds w ith the Mem ber States.

Associate d Candidate Countries (ACC)
Candidatt Countries that haw requesttd (and obtained) the
association status for tie Framew ork Programmes on RTD.

Th ird countries
Any country thatis neither a Mem ber State nor an Associate d Country.

It rnationa ICoope ration Partne r Countrie s (ICPCs)

Third countries which the European Commission chssifies as bw-

income, bwer-middk-income or upper-midd k-income countries and

which are identified in the FP7 work programmes with regard t the

impEmentation of Specific Intrnational Cooperation Activities
(SICAs). The group inclides the Western Ballan countries (unkss
associated), the Medittrranean area, Eastern Europe and Centrall
Asian countries, Latin America, Africa-Caribbean-Pacific, as we B as
Asia. The ICPCs Bst can be found http://see-

science .eu/ Ink /1009 htm 1

ia

hdustriallsed th ird countries

Countries such as Australla, Canada, USA and the Gu F countries that
can participate under the FP7 Ru s for participation®, butunder their
own funding, unkss the re Bvant work programme specificall sets
outdifferenth.

Abhough the Western Ballan countries fallinto different cate gories
i.e. candidatt and potentiall candidate countries, with respect t
association o FP7 they are alentithd to request association (see
page 3). Once they haw obtained the associated status they willbe
remowed from the ICPC Ist. (ed)
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A Frequently Asked Question - A Still Confusing Answer

At the Inform ation Office, we haw received a number of questions from our readers concerning the possibillty of organisations from the
Western Balan countries acting as coordinators of FP7 proje cts.

We forwarded this request to Europe Direct a a Maibox Form (h ttp://eceuropa-eu/research /enguiries/) and receined the folbwing answer
(Reference Num ber: 3559434), which we pubBsh here as itseems t be aquestion ofgeneralinterest

From : m ai Beurope-directec.europa.eu

To: ENe Dal office@see-science eu

-> CGan institutions from not associated Western Balkan countries co-ordinate FP7 projects?

Dear Ms.Dall

Neither the FP6 Ru Bs for participation nor the FP6 m ode Bcontractrequires th at the coordinator has to be EU-based
entity. Therefore, as agenerallru B, there is no distinction th atentities estab Ished in the MS are by definition 't Bgib B"
to be projects coordinators and entities estab Ished in other countries may do iton¥ in certain circum stances. f owever
tak ing into account nature and pecu Barity of the tasks which the coordinator is responsib B for, the Com m ission h as to
approwe the choice of participantin this respect(i.e. the partner chosen by the consortium to actas a coordinator h as to
be accepted by the Commission). In the Hgh tofthe abowe, despite there is no cBar prewsions restricting possibilties of
entities estab Ished in the third countries as a coordinators, we cannot provide you w ith uniform answer to your question.
The issue raised in your question, is discussed during contract negotiation ph ase and decision is taken on a case-by-case
basis, tak ing into accounte .g. financialMabillty check resu ks, contractor’s capacity to coordinate the projectand abko
other aspects.

Th is approach is to be continued in FP7.

Bestregards,

Dischimer:

The answer or inform ation contained in this m essage is based on the inform ation proMded by you, which m ay notbe
sufficientl de tai kd or com p Bte to provide a fu land correctanswer or response to your question. The Com m ission is
com m itted to promvding accurate inform ation th rough the enquiry services, howe\er, the inform ation promded h as no
binding nature . The Com m ission cannothbe he B Bab B for any use m ade of th is inform ation or for its accuracy.

PRase note: whilbtwe endeawour to ensure thatyou receive the inform ation requested or are directed to an appropriate
source, we are unab B to com menton specific issues pertaining t EU polcy, and any inform ation provided by EUROPE
DRECT / Research Enquiry Service m ay nothe considered as Bgal¥ binding.

see-science.eu Assessment

After discussion w ith severallexperts, we see the answer as folbws:

a. Theore ticall partners from ICPCs (see page 4) are e Igib B to coordinate in aMprojecttypes in the Coope ration"and Capacities”
programmes.

b.BUT itis questionab k ifa proposall forexamp B, for a brge Netw ork of Exce Bnce coordinated by a th ird country institution w i Hbe
positive ¥ exallated (be cause ofevaliation criteria such as re Bvance to structuring the European Research Area, m anage ria lcom pe e nces
etc.)

c.On the other hand, for Specific Inte rnationa ICoope ration Activties* (SICAs - see page 3) the participation of ICPCs is a prerequisitt and of
high im portance, so in thatcase the chances ofbeing com pe titive are higher.

d.The minimum requirem ents for participation have alays t be respected. So forexamp B, iftie minimum requirement (hid down in the
Ru ks for Participation’) is th at ‘'at Bast three Bgallentities m ust participate, each ofwhich musthbe estab Ished in aMember State or
Associated Country, and two ofwhich may notbe estab Bshed in the same Mem ber State or Associated Country®, tie ICPC partner can on¥
be a fourth "institution. ltcan ne\erthe Bss be (theoretical®, see pointa.) the coordinator. For the indire ct actions for spe cific coope ration
activitie s de dicate d to inte rnationa Icoope ration partner countries (SICAs) diffe rentm inim um conditions are specified (at Bast four
entities, at Basttwo estab Ished in Mem ber State / Associate d Country, at Basttw o from ICPCs - see detai B in Ru Bs for Participation). The
participating partners in a proje ct proposa I'sh a Mappointone of their num ber to actas

Ele Dall
http://see-science eu/users/42.htm 1

. . T _ . Centre for Socialinnovation
So in factany Rgallentity participating in a project, regard Bss of its p lhce ofestab Bshment, may &8 tip://see -scie nce . u/org/29 4 tm I

coordinate the project. Its success or notal ays rem ains a que stion for the evabators!
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Turkey's Current S&T Initiatives in the
Western Balkans

Turkey is \ery chbse
historica ¥, ge ograph ica ¥,
and culurall t the Western
Ballan region and has bikteral
Te ch no bgy
Cooperation Agreements with
Abania, Croatia, FYR of
Macedonia (Turkey recognises
its constitutionall name Republc of Macedonia),

Scie nce and

the country with
Serbia and Montenegro. Not on¥ the Western Ballans but aBo other
Southern European countries such as H ungary, Sbhwnia, Bu baria and
e ffe ctive

Greece are among Turkeys cooperation countries with
bikte rallrunning programmes.

At the InternationallConference and K igh Leve BRound Tab B entithd
Why Innestin Science in South Eastern Europe ?, the acting president
of TUBITAK (The Scientific and Technobgicall Research Councill of
Turkey), Nuket Yetis, gawe a presentation on the issues of Turkey
Nationall Science, Technobgy and Initiative and the
Ne cessity of In\esting in Science”. The outcome of this presentation
and the feedback from a number of Westrn Ballan country
participants were \ery prom ising.

Innovation

The Istanbul Agenda

Consequentld, another important event entithd ‘Integration of EU
Enhrgement Countries into European Research Area: Participation in
EU Senenth Framework Programme®was he B in kstanbu Blon Decem ber
7-8, 2006. At this ewent the 'ktanbulAgenda' was dewe bped and
adopted, with the participation of althe Western Ballans, Candidate
and Pote ntialCandidate Countries of the EU. A representative of SEE-
ERA.NET aBo attended this exent. The ‘lstanbu BAgenda’ is a roling
p Bn of action t enhance the participation and performance of the
enhbrgement countries under FP7 and their further integration in the
European Research Area (ERA). The participating countries fuly
support th is Agenda and counton the fuBMcooperation and support of
the European Commission. The phn wilbe subject to m onitoring and
reMew atthe end ofthe firstyear ofits im p km e ntation.

Participation of Turkey in regional projects

As far as the regionalEU project SEE-ERA.NET is concerned, Turkey
has notbeen in the Steering Board so far, but its participation in t is
netw ork is now under conside ration.

Turkey aBo contributes to the FP7 INCO-NET-W BC project proposal
pre paration and h as expressed its w i lingne ss t p ky an active part.
Turkey ful participattd in the EUS Sixth Framework Programme
(F6) and has just organised a FP7 Launch Conference (February 12-
13, 2007 in Ankara) in order to speed up the RTD integration with the
European Research Area as an Associattd Candidate Country. Severall

S T organisations from South East Europe participattd in this

winter 06/07

conference .
Beside the abowe-mentioned S T re htions with the Western Ballans,
TUBITAK aBo has supported programmes for \Msiting scie ntists from all
foreign countries (incliding tie Western Ballans) - see the Ink ©
TUBIMAKS  website
htip://see-

science .eu/org/95.htm 1

Fatih Sahin

http://see-science eu/users/861.htm I
Dick Dogancioghi

http://see-science eu/users/865.h tm 1
TUBITAK

Austria's Cooperation in Innovation and
Research Programme CIR-CE

2nd Call for Proposals is open until April 24, 2007

The programme ‘Cooperation in Innowation
and Research with Central and Eastern
Europe* (CR-CE) promotes cooperation CI RCE
between innovative Austrian and Centralland

Eastern European com panies. The geograph ic proxim ity of Austria to
the Centrall Eastern and South Eastern European countries offers a
vast \ariety of opportunities. Mewed from a bng-trm stratgy
perspective, research, tecinobgy and im portant
success factors. The progranme CR-CE offers a framework for
transnationa Ine tw orks organised by inte rm ediary organisations (such
as competence centres, technobgy centres, clsters) to encourage
projects cowring Ri D, tchnobgy transfer,
benchm arking, quality assurance e tc.

CR-CE is a strategic core activity of the Austrian FederalMinistry of
Econom ics and Labour. The Austrian Research Prom otion Agency (FFG)
is responsib B for progranme management and offers guidance for
prospe ctive app Icants and partners on proposal.

Objectives of CR-CE projects are: estab Bshment and expansion of
transnationall business-driven innovation networks (inclding SMEs)
between Austria and CEE/SEE countries for the de\e bpment and
imp Ementation of innovation and for increasing and strengthening
Rt D coope ration and te ch no bgy transfer.

Pote ntialpartner countries inclide Abania, Bosnia and K erze govna,
Bu baria, Croatia, Czech RepublBc, Estonia, Hungary, Latuva,
Lith uania, FYR of Macedonia, Poknd, Rom ania, Serbia, Monte negro,
Shwek ia, and Shwenia.

Whilk the majority of the projects in the first callin the year 2006
were Networking Projects’, the second cal which is now open, is
focused on ‘Innovations Projects”: within this category projects haw
to feature an obwvious e Bment of RTDI ideal are mostk
inflienced by the inwoled SME in cooperation with research
institutions. CR-CE app Bcations haw to be submitied by Aprill 24,
2007. FArstprojects w i Bstartin Septem ber 2007.

(Inform ation proMded
by U kike Kainz, FG)

innovation are

transnational

and

CR-CE

http://see-science eu/ Inks/920.htm I
Program me Managem ent FHG
http://see-science .eu/org/125.h tm 1
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Greek View on S&T Policy towards the
Western Balkan Countries

The strategic goallof Greece in the Ballans is
creat the preconditions for stabilty, functioning
dem ocratic processe s and institutions,

coope ration, deve bpment and prosperity, as we B
as fulRihent of the poltical criteria, which will
albwv allthe Ballan countries without exception

to become members of the European Union. Up to
. S now, poltical and economic crises in many
countries of South East Europe, haw dramatical affected the

pote ntiallfor research and te ch nobgicallgrow th . The im pact from the

reduction of nationallexpenses for RTD and the reduction of criticall
mass because of the formation of new states and the simuBaneous
brain drain hawe beenequal im portant.

The Action Plan on S&T

In June 2003, folbwing an initiative of the Greek Presidency of the
EU and with the support of the EC, the EU-Ballan Countries Action
PHhn in Science and Technobgy was adoptd at tie Thessabniki
Summ it

The Action Phn created a strong momentum for enhanced scie ntific
and te ch no bgicallcoope ration between the EU and the WBCs but aBo
among the WBCs themse Les.

Se\eralactivities originate in the Action Phn and contribute t the
achiexement of its goak: the Hhunching of specific cal® for proposal
in the context of the FP6, the impEmentation of the SEE-ERA.NET
project and of sexerallother projects in the fie Bl of e-infrastructures
(such as SINSEE, SEEREN, SEE-Grid etc.), and the Steering Phtform
for strengthening research cooperation between tie Western Ballan
countries and the EU within the framework of the European Research
Area (ERA). It is essentialth at aMnecessary action shoull be tken
for the reinforcement of the RTD capacities in each country and in
the region. Specific actions shoull be focused on issues concerning
the deve bpment of research infrastructures, the improvement of
human potntial the creation of institutes and the promotion of
common RTD actions in regions of mutual intrest and more
specifical in sectors tiat will strengthien innovation. Moreower,
specific actions are required and these shoull be focused on the
Western Ballans region. The Greek state is strong¥ interested in
grow th and research activities in the region.

Since 2000, the GeneralSecretariat for Research and Technobgy of
the Greek Ministry of Deve bpment has funded abh ost 250 bikteral
joint research projects, especiall in the Ballan countries, with a
totalbudge t of 3,472,833 euros. The folbwing budgets haw been
albcated: Abania: 984,855 Bu Baria 380,667 euros,
Monte negro 120,000 euros, Rom ania 1,168,318 euros, and Yugos bva-
Serbia 728,993 euros.

euros,

Nik os Sidiropou bs

http://see-science eu/users/211htm I
General cre tariat for Research and
Technobgy (GSRT)

http://see-science eu/org/82.htm 1

Author
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Tackling Unemployment and Education
Reform: A Dutch Initiative

South Eastern Europe, suffering both from its past conflcts and its
presenteconom ic and po ktica ltransition situation is ch aracterised by
high unempbyment. One of the main causes is the discrepancy
between the education offered and the skil® needed in te Rbour
market. The Academ ic Training Association (ATA) aims to increase the
empbyment prospects in SEE in two main ways. Arst, o adapt
curricu h of higher educationall institutions ™ market needs in Hne
with the Bobgna reform agenda. Second, ATA supports young
entrepreneurs t startup their own businesses by means of training,
consu Bancy and m icro-credit opportunities. ATA is working in these
two areas and, more im portanth, is forging a Ink between these two
areas of expertise. ATA has \various programmes t tack B higher
education reform as we M as micro-enterprise dee bpment.
Progranmes that focus on SME dewe bpment inclide the
estabbshment of a network of up to 25 Business Startup Centres
(BSCs) and and a Privatt Sector
Dee bpmentNetwork .

incubators in the region,

New Business Start-Up Centres

As a resu k of a four year grant from the Dutch Gowernment, ATA is
operating five new Business Start-up Centres (incliding incubators) in
FYR of Macedonia, Kosowo, Montenegro, Serbia and Bosnia and
HerzegoMna. These five BSCs are intgratd into a new regional
network of BSCs, thatwas estab Ished in Tuz | in October 2006: SENSI
(Southeast European Network for Startup Centres and Incubators).
SENSI exchanges best practices, training materiakb and experts and
prom ote s re giona lbusine ss opportunities between start-ups.

The estabbshment of the Business Startup Centres is firm ¥
embedded in ATAS Private Sector Deve bpment Network . Since 2005,
this programme has been supporting coope ration be tween businesses,
Chambers of Commerce, Ministries of Economics and Trade, and
Facu Bies of Econom ics in South East Europe . Business sk ilB training,
conferences, econom ic research and other activities prom ote regional
e conom ic coope ration.

Support to Universities in SEE

ATA assists universities in the impBmentation of tie Bolbgna Action
Lines across the region. One of the Hhrgest programmes is the
organisation of four annuall internationall summer universities in
Pristina, Bitoh, MitroMca and Tuz k. Approximate ¥ 1,500 students
from the entire SEE region take part enery year in one of these
summer uninersities. They are full working in Ine with the Bolbgna
Action Lines, serving as an exam p B for participating bcalunive rsities.
ATA is a dynam ic non-profit NGO based in Amsterdam, with five fie B
offices in South East Europe. It is main¥ supporttd by the
Netherhnds Governmentjs
and the European Union.
It has a budget of fiwe
m ilon euro for 2007.

Lieke van Gom pe I
http://see-science eu/users/941.htm 1
Academ ic Training Association

o
=
=

>
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S&T in Croatia

Location: South Eastern Europe
TotalBnd area: 56,594 sq . km

Popu ktion: 4,439,000 (2005, m id year,
pre Im inary) - source : W IW

GDP - per capita: 6,972 EUR (2005) at officiall
exchange rate - source: W IW

GERD: 1.24 % of GDP (2004)

BERD: 0.52 % of GDP (2004)

i ERD: 0.46 % of GDP (2004)

AN

GOMERD: 0.26 % of GDP (2004) [ ]
The European Commissions ERAWATCH reports, awaihbl \a
http://see-science eu/Ink/411htm B (see aBo page 16), provide

owvenvews of the pollcy contexts, research pollcies, and currentissues
in S T of aBEU Members and Associattd countries. An overview of
im portant pollcy documents, the structure of the research systems,
the funding systtms and priorities, the research performers and
stakehoBers, as we Mas key research indicators are dow nbadab k.
Croatia is the on¥ Western Ballan country currentl cowered by this
initat\e .

This see-science .eu TCountry Focus" presents the section Basic
ch aracterisation of the research system *of Croatias ERAWATCH re port

Science, technobgy and education are perceived in Croatia as
im portant factors of integration w ith European Union and transition
from industrialto know Bdge economy. Since 2000 Croatia invested a
substantiale ffort to reform science and higher education sectors and
to re-define the rok of science and education in the nationall
deve bpment, economic growth and competitiveness. The
reforms are phnned in the sector of publc research and higher
education to meet the standards of the European Union concerning
autonomy of uniersity research, financing rulbks, scientific
exce Bnce, etc. In addition, the speciallprograms and polcy actions
tow ards prom otion of business innovation, technobgy deve bpment
science-industry cooperation were initiated.
im portant strategic documents haw been formulkted in order to
drive Croatia towards “society based on Rarning and know Bdge”
such as “Croatia in the Twenty-First Century - Science“ (0G
108/2003) and Science { Technobgy Pollcy of the Repub Bc of Croatia
2006 - 2010 accepted by the Croatian gonernm entin May 2006.

The reforms are additional supported by the accession negotiations
of Croatia with the European Union (opened on the 4th October

m ain

and abo Severall

Legal Framework:

Law on Scie ntific Activities and H igh e r Education

Law on the NationaBFoundation for Science, f igh e r Education and
Te ch no bgica lDe\e bpment

Law on the Croatian Academy of Sciences

Law on the Croatian State Science Aw ard

Law s on Prote ction of Inte B ctuallProperty: Law on Patents,
Copyrigh tand Re hted Righ ts, Law on IndustriaIDesigns, Law on
Indications of Origins of Products and Servces, etc.

Law on the Recognition of Fore ign Education Qua Hications

Law on Professionalland Academ ic Tite B
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2005) that brought Lisbhon and Barce bna targets into the science
pollcy agendas. The fu lmem bership into the Six Fram ew ork Program

from January the 1st of 2006 confirmed the status of Croatia as an
equallparticipant into the European Research Area and opened a new

chapter for Croatian scientists in internationa llco Bboration.

The research sector of Croatia is rather com p kx system th at consists
of 6 uniwersities, 26 publc institutes, 11 research centres in
industry, 3 academies, 20 colkges, 8 poltechnics, one miltary
research centre, 5 tecinobgy centres and one business-innovation
centre (MSES, 2006).

The Ministry of Science, Education and Sports (MSES) is the
responsib B adm inistrative body for p hnning, funding and m onitoring
of the owveraMscience and education system . It works cbse ¥ with

the Nationall Science Councill (NSC) and the Nationall Council for
Higher Education (NCHE) that are principall advisory bodies tasked
with the deve bpmentand quallty of science and higher education in
Croatia. In 2000, the Croatian Par Bament passed a Bhw estab Ishing
the National Foundation for Science, Higher Education and
TechnobgicallDe\e bpm ent (NFS). NFS presents the first government
agency responsib B for funding scientific and de\e bpm entallprojects
in addition to the MSESwhich used to be the singk financier for Ri D
in Croatia.

Since 2000, the totall expenditure on research and dewe bpment
(GERD) is constantl growing reaching 1.24 % of BDP in 2004 that
p kces Croatia rather high in terms of research intensity. Croatia is
among the BRading countries in the region and abowe the awrage of
the new Member States regarding the number of researchers and
imestments inRi D.

The state sector is hrge ¥ dominant sector in the Croatian Rl D
system, especial comparing t pottntiak in a
ttdnobgicall weak private business sector. Akhough the
contributions of business sector \ersus government in both financing
and perform ing of Rl D haw ewled in Croatia in recent years, st ll
its contribution shoull be reversed in order to prouvde sufficient
business support t Ri D. As reported in 2003, the business sector
emphbyed 15 % of totalresearchers and financed 42 % of GERD.
ARhough this ratio is more convenient than in many new Member
States, it is still unsatisfactory in com parison t more de\e bped
countries. In addition, research intensity in business sector depends
on imestments of a few hrge industriall corporations whilk the

sector of medium and sm aMsized business is rather underde\e bped
in ttrms of research and innovation (Nationall Com petitiveness
Councill 2003).

research

ERAWATCH is a joint initiative of the DG Research and the Joint
Research Centres (Institute for Prospective Technobgical Studies,
IPTS). The inwentory is updatd on a periodicallbasis in coope ration
with the ERAWATCH Network . Correspondent for Croatia is Jadranka
Swarc, ho Pibr Institute
of Social  Sciences,
Zagreb.

] Jadranka Swarc
http://see-science eu/users/966.htm I
ho Pibr Institute

=
>
<< http://see-science eu/org/967.htm I
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Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, and
Biotechnology as a Priority Area in FP7

The Specific Programme Cooperation of the Seventh
Famework Programme on RTD (FP7) inclides the
theme Food, Agricukure Fsheries,
Biotechnobgy" (FAFB). In this area the European
Com m ission addresses the folbw ing needs:

and ==
" COOPERATION _

Grow ing dem and for safer, healhier, higher quality food
Sustainab B use and production of renew ab B bio-resources
Incre asing risk of e pizootic and zoonotic dise ase s and food re kted
disorders
Threats to the sustainabilty and se curity of agricu kurall
aquacu bure and fish eries production
Incre asing dem and for h igh quality food, tak ing into account
animallwe Fare, ruralland coastalconte xts and re sponse 1o
spe cific die tary needs of consum ers
On December 22, 2006 two cal were pubBshed in FAFB, creating the
possibillty to subm it project proposaB for academic and industriall

researchers, as we M as f#% SICAs in FAFB
for SnaM and Medium - é htip://see-science eu/news/756.h tm 1l

. . Re Bxantw ork program me
sized Enterprises (SMEs) h ttp://see-science .eu/doc/716.h tm 1
and program m e

m anage rs/ow ners:

The Call FP7-KBBE-2007-1,

the deadlne for project proposal app Bcation being May 2, 2007,
addresses participants from the Westrn Ballan countries. The
research areas are the folbw ing:

Sustainab B production and m anagem e nt of bio bgica llre source s

from Bnd, forests and aquatic e nvironm e nts

Fork to farm : food (incliding sea food), healh and we Bbeing

Life sciences, biote ch nobgy and bioch em istry for sustainab B non-

food products and processes

Nationa IContact Point ne tw ork
Requirements for participation and the minimum number of
participating Bgallentities are dependanton the funding scheme, as
setoutin the respective Guide for App Icants'.
There is a significant Ist of research areas for Specific Inte rnationall
Coope ration Actions (SICAs), some of which address a B Inte rnationall
Cooperation Partner Countries (ICPCs), whil others specificall
address tie Western Ballan countries!
The folbwing research topics require participants particu hr¥ from
Western Ballan countries:

FP7-KBBE-2007-2-1-02: De\e bping research too B for food

consumer science in the Western Balan countries

HP7-KBBE-2007-1-4-05: En lrgem entne tw ork - agro-e conom ic

po Icy anabsis of the Accession and the Candidate States and the

Western Ballan countries

FP7-KBBE-2007-1-4-10: Containm e nt of Sh ark a \rus in Mew of EU-

e xpansion

winter 06/07

The Call FP7-ERANET-2007-RTD,

the deadlne for applcation being Ju¥ 31, 2007, is aBo open for
ICPCs, incliding the Westtrn Ballan countries. ENgib B partners for
these specific ERA-NET actions are programme managers and
progranme owners, i.e. Bgall entities which finance or manage
pub Ec¥ funde d nationa llor re giona lprogrammes.
The research areas are the folbwing:

Sustainabi ity of a Mproduction systtms: pnthealh and crop

prote ction: ERA-NET for coordination of agricu Rurallresearch in

the Mediterranean

Optim ised animablhealh, production and we Fare: ERA-NET for

coordination of European research in the area ofanimalheahh

This ERA-NET scheme aims at dewe bping and strengthening the

coordination of nationall and regionall research programmes, i.e.
networking research programmes at a regionalland nationall ke §
with a view t their mutuall opening and the dewe bpment and
im p Bm e ntation of joint activities.

The minimum number of participants in ERA-NET consortia is three

independent BRgall entiies from different Member Stats or
Associated Countries. Afer fulfilhent of these minimum criteria, all
ICPCs (inchiding Western Ballan countries) can participat in this
scheme. The FP7 NCP network, FP7 contacts in third countries and
the specific projects set
outbe bw offer support.

E B Tzatzani-Ste panovic
http://see-science eu/users/479 htm i
Austrian Research Prom otion Age ncy
http://see-science eu/org/125.h tm I

Author

Food-N-Co - Western Balkan countries included
in NCP network

A Specific Support Action calld )
Food-N-Co started in February 2006 FOOd N CO ’
with a duration of three years. It is a cooperation network of 20
Nationa IContact Points (NCPs) w ith a spe cialfocus on th ird countries
in the areas of Food Qualty and Safety as we Mas Food, Agricu Rure
and Biotchnobgy. The project aimns t give more \Msibilty to
researchers, research organisations and SMEs in these areas in order
to form EU projects with internationallconsortia. Partner search will
be faciltated, sem inars organised and personallcontacts estab Ished
through this inidatie .

The Food-N-Co consortium aBo issues a quarterl
newsBtier. It active ¥ informs NCPs and scientists alower tie worli
about the opportunities for Internationall Cooperation Partner
Countries (ICPCs, former INCO countries) to participate in European
research on Food, Agricu kure and Biote ch no bgy.

Ma http://see-science eu/org/1006.htm I you find
inform ation about this Spe cific Support Action, the partners involled
(inchding partners form
Croatia and Serbia) and
its services.

e Bctronic

can m ore

—

Birgit Ste ininge r
http://see-science eu/users/974htm I
Austrian Research Prom otion Age ncy

=
>
Y | tip://see-science eu/org/125htm 1
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BALKAN AGRO FOOD NETWORK

The agrifood community from the Western
Balkan is getting ready for FP7

An inform ation p ktform identifying key phyers

in the agricu luralland food research sector has BAFN
been set up at www.bafmeu within the FP6 Balkan Agro Food Network
project BALKAN AGRO FOOD NETW ORK (BARN). Sokie Bl

The project aims at facilating the participation of researchers from
the Western Ballan countries in the EU research programmes of the
agricu luralland food sector. The project, supported by the European
Comm ission under FP6, starttd on May 1, 2006 and runs for two
years. Partners from Abania, Bosnia and # erzegovina, Serbia and FYR
of Macedonia, as we BMas organisations from Bu Baria, # ungary and
Greece participate in the project. It is coordinated by Euroquallty, a
consu king com pany estabBshed in Paris. More than 460 research
ttams and 520 private com panies haw been identified in Abania,
Bosnia and H erze gouvina, Croatia, Serbia and FYR of Macedonia. At the
beginning of January 2007, tie BAFN database aleady contained
detaild information about more than 225 research groups, 535
researchers and 105 com panies. These directories he b t identfy
spe cific com petencies in South East Europe and initiate coope rations.
Those who registtr benefit from ear¥ warning and are informed
regu lr ¥ aboutthe opportunities offered by the European Union.
Other major outputs of BARN inclide a m apping report, identifying
the research potntiallin the fie B of agricu luralland food research
and a recommendation report identifying possib B future support
pollcies and priority research areas, considered as the priority areas
for agricu luralland food research cooperation. The reportwillbe a
contribution to the im pEmentation of the EU-Ballan Countries Action

PBn in Science and

Te ch no bgy.

e O Mer Chartier, Europroje ct

N htip://see-science eu/users/397.htm 1
=! BAFN - Ballan Agro Food Ne tw ork

Y ttp://see-science eu/org/398.htm I

FP6-TP5 INCO Target Western Balkan Countries:
Count of Partners per Country in Selected Proposals
Food Quality and Safety, all FPE Calls, all Instruments

14
_| Support to Policies
e M FOOD - 4
€ g W F00D -3
s _|FOOD - 1
=
=
=
o
o
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EU-Balkan-FABNET - Training on FP7

The EU-Balan-FABNET project, Bunched in January 2007, aims at
participation of Westtrn Ballan research

organisations in FP7 funded research projects. It conpEments the

actions undertaken by its sistr project, the Ballan Agro Food
Ne tw ork (BAFN).

EU-Balan-FABNET has identifitd and incorporatd key National
Contact Points and experienced mulkiplers in Abania, Bosnia and
# erzegovina, Croatia, Montenegro, FYR of Macedonia, and Serbia as
partners, who wilparticipat in mapping, networking, training and
aw are ne ss-raising activities. These partners represent gatt keepers
for their countrys respective research communities. They are

supported by partners from Be bium, Bu Bbaria, France, Greece and

ab.

The target groups willreceive assistance with FP7-re lted queries on

a one-to-one basis, such as the search for suitab B partners, or
support for participation in m ajor inte rnationallexents. Furtherm ore,

the project partners willbe ab B to active ¥ prom ote the netw orking
of bcallresearchers and actas a conduit of inform ation e xch ange -

Each partner in the project is responsib B for organising three

workshops for their bcalaudience. The first workshop willtarget
bcal mubkiplers, heb in motivating the
community. The other two workshops will target researchers.
Furthermore, the partners willcompil an e Bctronic handbook
further extend the reach of the project to pote ntiallFP7 participants.
The handbook willcover basic inform ation, such as project funding
types, and willbe transhted into the hnguage ofeach partner in the
Western Ballan countries. A project websitt is currentd in
availbb B on www.ballan-fabneteu. For

encouraging stronger

who coull research

pre paration and w i Msoon be
further detaiB contact

R . )& Gorgias Garofa bk is
te project coordinator @S ETAT SA. - Food Industria BRe se arch
Gorgias Garofabkis at [ and Tech no bgicalDe\e bpment
) Y Com pany
info@e tat.gr http://see-science .eu/users/936.htm 1

WBC Participation in FP6 Priority 5

159 milMon euro were albcattd for International
Cooperation in the thematic area 5. Tood Qualty and
Safety' of HP6. 53 different third countries participated,

with Croatia being one of tie most successfullsenxen (the

top 3 were China, Brazil and Argentina). In totall 293
partners from third countries participattd in se Bcted
proje cts.

In com parison with other regions, there were more WBC
participants in this them atic area than organisations from

the Russia/NIS region or the Africa/Pacific/Caribbean
region. Mediterranean countries, Asia and Latin America
were more successfullthough . No WBC partner succeeded
in being se Bcted in the top up call

This inform ation on the participation of the WBCs in F6
has been promvded by Jean-Francois Maean (DG Research,

Dire ctorate E Tood, Agricu Bhure and Biote ch no bgy").
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Seer - =

WWW.SEE-ERA.NET
SEE-ERA.NET Scientific Workshops

In the beginning of February 2007, the Southeast European Era-Net
(SEE-ERA.NET) organised three scientific workshops. Invtd by
fourteen nationa ISEE-ERA NET partners (the m ajority of tiem are the
respective ministries), four t six researchers per country were ab il
to use these events for extensive networking in order t form
consortia and pre pare future proje ctapp Ications.

Topics and locations of the workshops

Environment

Environm e nta ITe ch no bgie s:

FYR of Mace donia, February 5-7, 2007

Organiser: Ministry of Education and Science, FYR of Mace donia

Food, Agricu Rure and Biot ch no bgy

Sustainab B Production and Managem ent SEE-ERA.NET Pilot Joint Call

Mont ne gro and Croatia, February 6-8, 2007 The eents are an accom panying measure o tie SEE-ERANET Pibt
Organise r: Ministry of Education and Science,, Mont ne gro Joint CaM Networking with Southeast Europe™. Wit a deadlne on
Ihform ation and Com m unication Te ch no bgie s March 31, 2007, this caMprovdes nationalfunding for joint project
App Ications Research : app Ications from fourteen ministries in the region. App Icants h awe
Srbia, February 12-14, 2007 to form project consortia th at consist (according to project type) of

Organise r: Ministry of Science and Environm e ntalProte ction, Serbia | three t five partners from different countries, incliding partners
from aWestern Ballan country.

More inform ation about the SEE-ERA.NET Pibt Joint Call the
members of the SEE-ERA.NET NationalContact Point network and the
onllne applcation tol = Fhbrian Gruber

can be found at http://see-science eu/users/114htm 1

. Centre for Socia llnnovation
http://www see- http://see-science .eu/org/29 htm I
era.net/pjc

Outcome of the workshops

Over 150 researchers from the 14 SEE-ERA.NET partner countries
participated in the workshops and more than 70 concrete project
proposallideas with alkeady formed consortia were presented. They
w illnow be transformed into project app Ications in the framew ork of
the Pibt Joint Callor they coull be the starting point for potentiall
participations in FP7. The workshops were accom panied by inte nsive
media coverage in the countries, with tie news being pubBshed on
TVand in the press.
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EC Fact-Finding Mission to Podgorica

On January 18-19, 2007, the European Comm ission represented by
Tania Friederichs (Directoratt Generall for Research) and Giancar b
Caratti (Joint Research Centre) wMsittd Montenegro and met with
officiaB from the Ministry of Education and Science, Secretariat for
European Integration, the Uniersity of Montenegro and members of
the Councill for the Scientific-Research Activities. They alBo \sited
Rboratories and met representatives of the research comm unity.
During the mission itbecame clar that Montenegro is determ ined t
make research ahigh priority on the pollticallagenda. Montenegro has
potentiall in Information and Envronmentall Technobgies and of
course shou i deve bp aBareas which willfaciltatt com plance with
EU technicalrequirements and standards (acquis). The mission aBo
albved for the exphination of the important rod tat tie JRC
fuli B with concerning com p lance with EU Rgis ktion and po lcy.
Folbwing this mission, Montnegro confirmed its interest in being
associated to the Sexenth Framework Programme (FP7).

The internallprocedure is under preparation but entry into force of
the Association Memorandum may take some time pending the
adoption of the Stabillsation and Association Agreement which is a
pre-requisitt to adopt tie FP7 Mem orandum of Understanding. The
EC is making every effort to ensure entry into force in tie coming
months (mid 2007). (Inform ation promMded by Tania Friederichs, EC,
DG Research)

High Speed Internet for Researchers in
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Since January 2007, a new cross-border dark fibre cab B has been
proMding high speed interne t connection for the research com m unity
in Bosnia and H erzegoMna. The Uniersity of Banja Luka is the first
university t be connecttd, having fuFilld all contractual
ob Igations. The initiative is part of the South Eastern European
Research and Education Network (SEEREN2) that aims to dim inish the

‘digitaldivide * th at stillseparates most of the South East European
countries from the restof the continent. SEEREN2 aims to creat the

next generation of the South East European segment of GEANT, that
intends to make Bading-edge tchnobgies and services awvaibb }
the entire research /education com m unities and a Mscie ntific se ctors,

w ithout discrim ination between users, and he bing in this way t
buill the extended European Research Area.

The Enk has been depbyed as a resuk of month ¥ efforts by allthe

Bif partners and tie NationaBResearch and Education Networks of
Greece (GRNET) and Serbia (AMRES). The fibres are Based from

Te Bkom Srbija and Te Bkom Srpska, whikt the communication

equipments h ave been promvded by Me riton Ne tw orks.

The reallsation of the new Hnk is of significant added-valle as the

inclision of B t the backbone network B\erages the European

in the project and supports the

deve bpment of human resources and transfer of know-how wa

dim e nsion execution of the
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—

cooperation with other
academ ic
the

wor Bw ide .

Structuring Research and Higher
Education in Kosovo

Dim itra Kotsok a lls

htip://see-science .eu/users/893.htm 1
Greek Research Technolbgy Ne tw ork
S.A. (GRNET)

http://see-science eu/org/871htm I

com m unities

S
e
=
o
Balans and [

in

The systtm of research in Kosowo is in its ear¥ stages, not Rast
because of the poor situation in higher education in Kosowo. Private
universities with Kt or no research activities are mushroom ing,
whil the Hrgest publc uniersity in Kosow, the Uniersity of
Prish tina (UP), is confronted with a strong need for internallre form .
Howewer, with the inauguration of the new rector, Professor Enver
H asani, in summer hstyear, a period of uncertainty in tie Badership
of the university ended and the internationallcom m unity seem s again
ready to support the upcoming change processes. In front of this
background, the FederalMinistry of Foreign Affairs of the Repub lc of
Austria, the Austrian Federall Ministry of Education, Science and
Culure (bmbwk) and UNMK acting on behalF and for the benefit of
the prowusionalinstitutions of se FFgove rnm ent in Kosowo (Ministry for
Education, Science and Technobgy MEST) haw decided on a
com prehensive reform project whose operations started in February
2007. The 3-years” project, which is financed by the Austrian
Dee bpmentAgency, tie bmbwk and tie MEST, tack ks the folbw ing
issues:

supportfor the im provementof the Kosowo Accre ditation Age ncy
and the ENIC/NARIC system in order to professionallse the system
of accre ditation of h igh er e ducation institutions and academ ic
re cognition abng Europe an standards and practices,
support for se Bcted UP facu lie s and staff t upgrade m anageriall
teach ing and research capacities,
supportfor the im p Bmentation of the Kosowo CouncillofResearch
and Tech no bgy for the gowernance and conduct of RTD in Kosowo,
support for the dee bpmentofscience-industry Unks th rough the
estab Ishmentofa Centre for Innovation Supportand Te ch no bgy
Transfer atthe MEST,
supportfor the connection of the Kosovar high e r education and
research systtm to European processes by estab Ish ing the Kosovo
Centre for Internationa M igh e r Education, Research and
Te ch no bgy Co-ope ration,
prom otion of co Bborative RTD in the region (impEmented by the
Austrian Science and Research Liaison Offices)
and, fina®, dire ctsupportfor tie MEST in term s of se ctor
program m ing.
The finaBintended beneficiaries are about 45,000 students of pub lc
and private universities, around 80 professors from the UP and 50
Kosovar enterprises which wilbe senvdced by technobgy audits and

derro_l)gy transfer = K Bus Sl udh _

activities. R htip://see-science eu/users/115.h tm 1
=] Centre for Sociallnnowation
By htip://see-science .eu/org/29 htm I
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WBC Needs meet
Existing Offers

The see-science .eu

Inform ation Office produced
a study screening

inte rnationa IRTD funding
programmes on their

re Bvance and

corresponde nce to e xisting
needs of Western Ballan
countries in RTD .

Assuch, the study ismeant
to be ahandbook for
researchers, pollcy m akers
and interm ediaries wh o are
bok ing to find support for
their mostprom inentneeds,
such as support for RTD
infrastructure , m obi lty,
enhancem entofRTD capacity
of industry and SMEs, support
for basic/app ked research,
institution builling e tc. At
the same time, the study
offers a concise o\erview of
existing program mes for the
W BCs, such as FP7, IPA, COST,
LIFE+, NATO SPS, UNESCO
initatie s, uni hte ralRTD
programmes etc.

“lwas an interesting task to
setthese two factors into

re htion and to quantify and
quallify the correspondence
of existing program m es and
RTD needs of WBC. The
matrix albws the
identification of m ajor gaps,
where the offered
programmes do notmeetthe
needs and italbws the
definition of areas for

im provem ent, areaswhere
forces need to be joined,
both atregionalland EU

B\e I in order to reinforce
the integration of W BC into
European RTD program mes
and to supporttheir

deve bpmenton the way
know Bdge based, prosperous
econom ies”, says Ewe Ina
Santa, the auth or of the
study (Austrian Re se arch

Prom otion Age ncy, HG).

The resuling Needs/Offer
Matrix is avai bb B on Ine
now : h ttp://see-

science .e u/doc/1005.h tm 1

.- European initiatives
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COST builds Science and Technology networks

COST (The in the fie B of Scientific and ﬁ

TechnicalResearch), an intrgovernmentall European initiative, is an E D 5 t
active partner in the European Research Area and aims to foster u

coope ration between nationa W-funded research activities. COST Actions are netw orks of scie ntists re ce iving
supporttoenab B them to cooperatt and hter to dissem inate the resu ks of their coope ration. Existing COST
Actions operate across aw ide spectrum of scie ntific fie Bs, and can be m u li-discip Inary in nature .

Folbwing the bottom-up® principl, the scientists themse bes propose new Actions, making COST an
attractive forum for new and emerging topics. Since COST funds the networking activities and not the
research itse F, new partners can join throughoutthe He ofan Action as the fie B de\e bps.

COST, which was Bunched in 1971, has dew bped into one of tie Hhrgest frameworks for research

coope ration in Europe involing some 30,000 scientists from 35 COST member countries. On the basis of
mutualbenefit, COST aBo we Eomes institutions from non-COST countries and from non-governmental

European Coope ration

organisations to participate .

As a precursor to advanced mu Kdisciplnary research, COST is anticipating and compBEmenting the
activities of the EU RTD Framework Programmes, constituting a bridge * tow ards the scie ntific com m unities
of emerging countries, increasing tre mobilty of researchers across Europe and fostering the estab Ishment
of Netw orks of Exce Bnce " in Its nine scie ntific dom ains: Biom edicine and Mo Bcu br Biosciences; Food and
Agricu Bure ; Forests, their Products and Servces; MateriaB, Physics and Nanosciences; Chemistry and
MoBcu br Sciences and Technobgies; Earth Systtm Science and EnvironmentallManagem ent; Inform ation
and Com m unication Technobgies; Transport and Urban De\e bpment; IndividuaB, Society, Culure and
Healh .

The cooperation has an annualbudge t of around 20 milon euro, but it facilates research valied at a
hundred times this figure .

In recentyears, the Ballan countries with the exception of Abania and Bosnia and H erzegouvina h awe joined
COST. Today, these countries are active ¥ participating in near althe 200 running COST Actions. Thus,
sexerallhundred researchers from this region represent their countries in the Management Comm itiees or
are otherwise inwolled in the activities of the running Actions.

In the framework of the hst MinisterialConference he B in 2003 in Dubrownik, ministers responsib B for
COST agreed to strength en coope ration w ith th ose countries of tie Western Ballan which had notyet joined
COST. The Near Neighbour Pollcy' of COST now aBo albws the = Guntier Siege I

financing of experts from the non-COST countries of this [fe= fégg_i_//see-sde nce .eu/users/163.tm 1
region. < h ttp://see-science . u/org/468 htm I
For m ore inform ation, in particu br inform ation re hted to the

Actions, p Base Msitthe COST website .

COST Open Call for Proposals

COST invites research ers th rough out Europe to subm it proposa B for research networks and new COST Actions
contributing to the scientific, econom ic, cu lurallor socie tallde\e bpm ent of Europe . ProposaBk p hying a
precursor rol t other European program mes invo ling ideas of young groups are especial we Eome . The
websitt of COST Open CaMfor ProposaB provides Inks t the submission form for new proposal, further
inform ation regarding fu Bt xt of the caland regarding the se Bction procedure as we Mas a Ist of new
Actions.

A two stage process willbe folbwed in the assessment procedures. Pre Im inary Proposa B’ shou Bl proMde a
brief overview on the Action and its pote ntiallim pact. A pre-se Bction willrank the remaining Pre Im inary
ProposaB® and about 75 of tiese willbe invited t submit a Fu BMProposal. The next coBction dat for
Pre Ininary ProposaB® is March 30, 2007. Ewery year [ COST W e bsite

approxin ate § 50 new Actions wilbe approwed. The awerage [ h ttp://see-science .eu/org/468.0 tm 1

. . . COST - Open Cal for Proposa B
financialsupport is approxim ate ¥ 90,000 euro per year o\er a htp://see-science eu/ INk /972 htm 1
four year period.
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Newsletters - How to get the
information you need

(and not more)

One of the consequences of the information age is the weahh of
inform ation that you can receive about near¥ any topic. There are
sexerall eJournaB, eNewsBtters, and eNewsgroups that distribute
news about research and higher education topics in South East
Europe . One big advantage of tie e Bctronic senvces is the speed in
which news gets around, but sometimes the amount of inform ation
can be somewhat overwhe hing, for exampB® when your inbox is
bursting with messages after on¥ a th ree days vacation. There fore, it
is necessary to adjust tie se Bction of the inform ation proMders
your interests and time-budget. The folbwing profiks shoull he b
you to do this, butpRase note thatthe se Bction and the assessments
proMded here are based on the personallopinions of the author.

eJournallof the hformation Office of the Stering Phtform on
Research for tie Westrn Ballan Countries

The team from this publBcation with the wordy name provdes
inform ation four times a year about htest de\e bpments in research
and research pollcy in the region of the Western Ballan countries and
South East Europe . As you are atthe momentholing tie Hhtestissue
in your hands (or reading it on your com puter), lunderstand th at you
are famillar with the benefits of our pub Ecation.

Furth e r subscriptions can be m ade at

http://see-science eu/e journalf Ist

CORDIS- Community Research ¢ Dewe bpment hform ation Se rvice

The Community Research | Deve bpment Inform ation Servce for the
Seventh FHamework Programme on RTD (FP7) is the suppler of
officialnew s and prouvdess se \e ra llse nices:

CORDIS Express is a week ¥ briefing on European research and
innovation news, combining high Ights of the
European innowvation and research with a summary of particu br¥
im portant nationa lor re giona linitiative s.

The CORDIS focus NewsBtler is a magazine bringing together
se Bcted articks of particu br importance from the CORDIS News
Senvce . You can getitonline or in paper \ersion.

CORDIS Wire is a phtform for European innovation and research
stakehoBers to dissem inate inform ation and press re Bases about
their own activities. ftcan be found at

h ttp://cordiseuropa-eu/news/

weeks news on

Ballan Academ ic New s (BAN)

Ballan Academic News is an e Bctronic em aill group encom passing
ower 1,300 schohrs, activsts, government officiak, students and
others deallng with or intresttd in the exchange of academic
inform ation in the Ballans.

It distributes calB for papers, conference announcements, book
reMews, queries and academ ic discussions on the region. This Bst is
one of the bestsources for inform ation; as this st is moderated you

winter 06/07

willreceive approximat ¥ 5-6 email issued around two times a
week . In order to subscribe send a b hnk em ai lo:
balans-subscribe @ yah oogroups.com

In p@ct

Inp@ctis a month ¥ eNewsktier from the EuroregionallCentre for
Democracy in Romania that | high ¥ recommend. It spreads
information in Englsh about funding opportunities and ewnt

announcem ents in South EastEurope ; to subscribe send an em ai Ho:
im pact-subscribe @ h ost.re gionabhe t.org (do not try to subscribe on
the website as this is rather com p Icate d).

News from inte rnationall -k oope ration.de

This inform ation portalof the InternationalBureau of the German
FederalMinistry of Education and Research provides emaillalrts in
German and Englsh on inte rnationall coope ration in education and
research .

At http://www .inte rnationa B -k oope ration.de /e m ai hbo.ph p you can
se Bctareas of interest to you and you can kter m odify your interest
profik atany time . The inform ation provded h as a focus on Ge rm any.

Academ ic Inform ation Ne tw ork of South EastEurope (AINSEE)

The AINSEE daill newsBtter has been deve bped to provide up-to-
date inform ation abouthigher education in South East Europe to the
academ ic popu htion. Atthe momentthe newsBter ison¥ pubshed
sporadica .

To subscribe go to h tip://www .ainsee .info/inde x.ph p

e-Ne tw ork ofAcadem ia in SocialScie nces (e -NASS)

e-NASS aim s to deepen interaction w ith in the academ ic com m unity of
schohrs, professionaB and students from al branches and sub-
discip Ines of the sociallsciences in SEE and beyond. The Bstis not
moderatd, but those with a big inbox will get interesting
inform ation th rough th is service . Itis pub Bshed in Turkish and English .
To subscribe send an em ai lo: e -nass-subscribe @ yah oogroups.com

Ballan Women

Ballan Women and Friends is an e Bctronic em aillgroup to faci late
discussions and exchanges of inform ation between sociall scie ntists
and others who conduct research aboutwomen in tie Ballans. The
inform ation is focused on gender aspects and women, but the
inform ation is som ew h atsim i br to th at from Ballan Academ ic News.
Subscribe by sending an em ai lo:

BalanW om e n-subscribe @ yah oogroups.com

New s B tte r di BakaniCoope razione

PubBshed in Hallan, this newsBtier provdes information with a
strong focus on the Hallan regions and their cooperation with the
Ballan countries, inchding social economic and scientific
coope ration. It aBo pubBshes cal® for project proposak. Subscribe
for the newsBter at

h ttp://www .bakanicoo
perazione .it

bsy Fbrian Gruber
htip://see-science eu/users/114 htm 1
Centre for Sociallnnovation

o
=
=

>
Y ttp://see-science .eu/org/29 hm 1
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The Central- and Eastern European Network
CEEN

The Centraland Eastern European Network CEEN is a p ktform for
diabgue among the presidents (or their personallrepresentatives) of
Nationall Academ ies of Sciences from Centrall and South Eastern
Europe . CEEN was estab Ished in 2003 by the European Academy of
Sciences and Arts with reference to tie EU enhrgement. Mem bers
inclde the Academy of Sciences and Arts of Bosnia and H erze goMna,

the Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts, the Macedonian Academy
of Sciences and Arts, the Montenegrin Academy of Sciences and Arts,

the Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts, respective institutions in
Bu Baria, the Czech Republc, Hungary, Latvia, Pohnd, the Shwak

Republc and Sbwnia as we Bas the Worl Academy of Art and
Science . The main aim of CEEN is t support tie further integration
of the region into the European Research Area. Invted guests join the

regulbr meetings of the network, e.g. officiabB from the European
Commission, the European ParBament or representatives from

stakehoBers such as SEE-ERA.NET. In 2007, one of the meetings will
be organised by the
Montenegrin Academy of %
Sciences and Arts (June 8
1, 2007).

S—

GibertFRayl

http://see-science eu/users/886.htm I
Centrall and Easte rn Europe an Ne tw ork
Europe an Academ y of Sciences and Arts
htip://see-science .eu/org/888.htm 1

STI Indicators in South East Europe

A workshop entithd “Science, Technobgy and Ihnowvation Indicators:
Trends and Chalnges in South Eastern Europe” wilbe organised by
the UNESCO Office in \Mnice (BRESCE) in cooperation with the
UNESCO Institute of Statistics in Montréal(UIS, Canada) and with the
financial support of UNESCO and the Hallan Gowernment. The
workshop will be he B March 27-31, 2007 in Skopje (FYR of
Mace donia).

It aim s at bringing toge ther m iniste rialofficial and t ch nicalofficiak
responsib B for STI (Science, Technobgy and Innowation) statistics in
order t: analse recent inte rnationaltre nds conce rning STI re Bvant
statistics and indicators and their roR in science polcy-making;
strengthen nationall capacities for the production of qualty STI
statistics and indicators in SEE; promott chbse interaction between
polcy-m akers and statisticallofficers; raise awareness for ewdence-
based S T polcy m aking; and sh are experience and foste r re giona Ico-
operation among pollcy-makers and statisticall officers from SEE
countries.

The participants addressed are technicalofficiak responsib B for S T
statistics in the Nationall Statisticall Offices and Ministerial Officers
from Abania, Bosnia and e rze gomna, Bu Baria, Croatia, Monte ne gro,
the Former Yugoshv Repub lc of Macedonia, Rom ania, Serbia, and
Turkey, as we Mas high-Bwe Bspeciallsts from UNESCO, UIS, OECD,

EUROSTAT, UNDO etc. I¥| Link to the provsiona lprogram m e
; : [e ) tip://see-science .eu/ Ink /1003 h tm |
For inform ation on the S 1 B2 Ne o ifor

workshop, contact llla
Ne ch ifor at UNESCO .

http://see-science eu/users/234 htm I
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ERA WESTBALKAN+ Meets Stakeholders

The successor to the project
ERA W ESTBALKAN, which ran
from 2004-2006, began on
January 17, 2007. The aim of
the originall project was to
buil up and enhance the
capacities of FHP7 National
Contact Points (NCP) in the
Westtrn Ballan countries
and t dew bp a database

researchers.

The
continuation of the project, calkd ERA W ESTBALKANt', aBo funded

of Westhallan
by the INCO programme of F6, will further dene bp the NCP
cooperation. The project has aBo been enhkrged by additional
partners from Croatia and A bania. At the outset, one major aim was
inmediate ¥ addressed: the networking with stakehoBers in the EU
Member States. The project co-ordinator F-G (Austrian Research
Prom otion Agency) organised together with the ZSI (Centre for Social
Innovation) a meeting

)| E M Tzatzani-Ste panovic
of ERA WESTBALKAN:+ [s http://see-science eu/users/606.ntm I
. =] Austrian Research Prom otion Age ncy
with stakeholers from ES® | tip://see-science .cu/org/125h tn I
Austria (see picture).

Spotlights

Budapest Round Table

The Budapest Round Tab k" is an annuall exent organised by the
European Academy of Sciences and Arts. It is an open discussion
between the young and oBer generations, the focus being on current
pressing issues.

The most recent topic under discussion was Entrepreneurship®
Students, entrepreneurs and professors from 13 countries attended,
inclding participants from the Ballan region: Croatia, Greece,
Rom ania and Sb\e nia. (Inform ation promMded by GibertFay §

Timeline for New TEMPUS Programme

After the end of TEMPUS Il in Decem ber 2006, the pre paration for its
successor is under way. The time EIne w iMprobab ¥ be:
-> March 5-6, 2007: de cision-m ee ting aboutthe new programme by
EC and the EU Mem ber States on m iniste riallkve I
-> Mid-2007: pub Bcation of the new programme
-> Nowem ber, Decem ber 2007: firstde ad Ine for proje ct proposa

ERASMUS-MUNDUS: New Homepage

The new web-presentation of ERASMUS-MUNDUS, the EC co-operation
and mobillty progranme with third countries in tie fie Bl of higher
education, is now onbhe. You can access it a htip://see-
science .eu/Ink/998.htm I

At the moment the information is ginven on¥ in Englsh, t be
folbwed in the coming months by Fench, German, Hallan, and
Spanish trans bhtions.
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The Central and Eastern European Network of Academies of Science

Py “?II"I',\
T The pub Beation of te Centralland Eastern European Netw ork of Academ ies of Science (CEEN), produced in coope ration with the
Institute for Prospective Technobgicall Studies (IPTS), describes specific aspects of the national scientific com munities and
o estabBshments in CEEN member countries. Furthermore, the network itse F, its functions and experiences are introduced.
Contributions from the Academies of Science in Croatia, FYR of Macedonia, B2 A pdf e rsion of t is & xt can be

Monte negro and Serbia are inclided. (= dow n baded ia

B |\ ttp://se e -scie nce .eu/doc/890.h tm 1
Institute for Prospective Technobgicall Studies (ed.): The Central and Eastrn (for free)

European Netw ork of Academ ies of Scie nce . A spe cia BIPTS Re port. De cem be r 2006. ISBN: 92-79-02302-0

Publications ERAWATCH

ERAWATCH is a joint initiative of DG Research and the EC* Joint Research Centre, which has been conceived to support po lcy
making in the research fie B in Europe. Its objective is t provde com prehensive information on the nationaland regional
- research systtms and the environment of EU Member States, states associated with the Famework Progranmes and other
se Bcted countries, such as the USA and China. From the Western Ballan countries, Croatia is currentl inclided (see page 8).
ERAWATCH is builk on the system atic coBction of data on nationalland regiona B %] 1 tip://see-science .eu/ Ink /4117 tm 1

Ch ﬁl Ch I d oqgran S 1 1 d I k — Apdf\ﬁrsion Ofﬂlis txtcan be

e se al pro S sea PO KCy docu ts, prog organisations an NKS [B=

resear ' ' re. ear ¢ » progr es, or : | dow n baded a

and prese ts them \a an onlne phthl’ - h II[)://See-S(:ieII(:e eu/Ink/7965htm 1

(for free)

FP7 Factsheets

A pdfersion of tie Baflts can be
dow n baded a

htip://see-science .eu/Ink 7973 .htm 1
(for free)

An overview on FP7 for newcomers and the FP7 Baflt - taking European Research
to the forefront'is provided in Shwenian, Bu Barian, Englsh and aBother hnguages
of the European Union by DG Research .

see-science.eu country research profiles drafted and open for discussion

The ‘Inform ation Office of the Steering Phtform on Research for tie Western Ballan Countries’h as pub Ished country re ports re ew ing th e
situation of Science and Technobgy in the region.

The reports are a com pilktion ofm ain papers pub Ished by the United Nations Educationa l Scie ntific and Cu kura B0 rganisation (UNESCO),
the SoutheastEuropean Era-Ne t (SEE-ERA.NET), the Austrian ‘Gese Bch aftzur Forde rung de r Forsch ung’, and se \e ra linde pe nde nt sch o lrs
on the issue of § Tin the Western Ballans.

The objective of these studies is t enhance our unde rstanding of nationa linnovation system s. An ove rew of the situation in S T regarding
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