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Albania (Country/EC)
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(November 2009 - June 2010)
1 Policy actions
(e.g. essential changes in the political authorities, administrative bodies, agencies, institutions, personnel, development/launch of new national funding programmes, etc.)
Creation of the new Ministry for Information Technology and Innovation, Minister is Mr. Genc Pollo.
Start the activity of the new Agency for Research Technology and Innovation . The Nomination of Mr. Ylli Pango as general Director. First Meeting of the ARTI Board, the decision for the ARTI structure. 
Restructure of the national contact point and Program Committees at FP7. 
Launch of the national RTD Programs and Calls. 
Launch in cooperation with WB of the new Program Uni.Lab 2010 (Universities research and IT infrastructure)
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
Amendments on the Albanian Higher Education’s Law 
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
Minister M.Tafaj participation to: 

International Forum for IT in Education, London, London, 11-13 January 2010

Knowledge Economy Forum IX for Innovation, Berlin, 5-7 May 2010

Organization from Ministry of Education and Science in cooperation with UNESCO of the South Eastern European (SEE) Expert Meeting and Ministerial Round Table “Strengthening Scientific Research and Higher Education. From Bilateral to pan-European Cooperation” inTirana on 21-22 May 2010.

Workshops “Increasing the participation of SME on Innovation” organized from Ministry of Economy and Energy. Tirana 13 -14 April 2010
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
(e.g. new bilateral/international agreements, memberships, support structures, important international projects, programmes, etc.)

Signature of the bilateral Agreements for RTD twins MoES and TUBITAK in Istanbul (Turkey) on 5.April 2010. 
Signature and start of the new bilateral research programs with Slovenia for period 2010-2012, Ljubljana, Februar 2010   
Signature of the ERISEE Membership in Brdo(Slovenia) on 5.6.2010   
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

The 8% of the Budget on the HEI in Albania will be spent for RTD.
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

(Optional personal opinion)
Notice that now more and more stakeholders are interested in the field of research and innovation. The work between ministries and agencies participating in the RTD should be better coordinated in order to achieve the optimal result. The researcher and academician should increase its efforts to extend and participation in European programs and regional RTD. 
Appendix: additional data 
(Delete if not applicable.)
…
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� June 14, 2010.
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