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BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(November 2009 - June 2010)
1 Policy actions
In April 2010, BiH established the Science Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Council is an advisory body for issuing recommendations to the Ministry of Civil Affairs with regards to the issues considering the scientific research field, including recommendations for the implementation of the Strategy - overseeing its implementation. The Council consists of 13 members. The first constitutive meeting of the Science Council BiH was held in May 2010. 
In 2010, the Council of Ministers BiH allocated 500 000 KM (around 255 000 EUR) as a grant to the researchers and institutions for the preparation of projects within the FP 7, EUREKA and COST Programmes, and 150 000 KM (76 000 EUR) for the support of innovation and technical culture.
In May 2010, a grant agreement was signed between the Ministry for Civil Affairs and the Austrian Development Agency through which Austria contributed with financial support to the implementation of the project “Strengthening the Capacities of the Ministry for Civil Affairs for Participation in the EU Programmes (FP7, COST, and EUREKA). The planned duration of the project is 30 months, from May 2010 until September 2012. The project will implement the main activities:

· Strengthening the capacities of the  NCP System in BiH for FP 7 Programme, the COST and EUREKA programmes;

· Dissemination activities;

· Improving the research potential in BiH and joining networks of international projects; 
Entities governments: 

The Ministry of Science and Technology of Republika Srpska (MST RS) allocated the amount of 120 000 EUR to the private sector with the aim to involve the private sector in research and scientific and technological development. 

The Foundation „Innovation Center Banja Luka“ (ICBL) started working on April 1st 2010;   
MST RS initiated the implementation of E-CRIS database of scientific research organizations and staff in Republika Srpska (part of the COBISS system).
Federation BiH Ministry of Education and Science (FBiH MES) continued to finance different programmes of support for science and research in the amount of 2 000 000 KM (1,2 million EUR), which makes around 0.1 % of the budget of BiH Federation (the funds planned for 2010 amount to 3,15 million KM). 
A new three-year contract has been concluded on the financing the access to the relevant international databases - Web of Science, Journal Citation Report, Conference Proceedings Citation Index, Current Contents Connect, Medline, EndNote Web. 
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
· In December 2009 Bosnia and Herzegovina adopted the Strategy for the Development of Science in BiH, 2010 – 2015 and the Action Plan for the Implementation of the Strategy.   
· The Strategy of Scientific and Technological Development of Republika Srpska is in the process of development and it is expected to be completed until the end of 2010.
· The Strategy of Scientific Development in Federation BiH is in the process of development and it is expected to be completed until the end of 2010. 
Both strategies developed by the entities’ government will be harmonized with the Strategy for the Development of Science in BiH 2010 – 2015.
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
Support in implementing the Strategy for the Development of Science in BiH is provided through implementation of the project “Strengthening of Capacities in the Field of Science and Research”, which is financed by the European Commission from CARDS funds. The project:

· has included the development of a profile of BiH in the field of science, which will be published on the ERAWATCH;

· organised the study visit of BiH policy makers to institutions in charge of science and research within the European Commission in Brussels;

· organized an international conference on 31 May, 2010 on the topic “Financing science and research” which was attended by representatives of competent ministries in the field of science and representatives of the academic community in BiH, and also by donators and international experts; 
· In cooperation with colleagues from NCP network Poland, the seminar Possibilities of     using FP7 – experience of Poland, was organised in Sarajevo. It was an opportunity for BiH researchers to learn about Poland experience and its NCP system. 
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
In the scope of the Agreement on bilateral scientific and technological cooperation between Bosnia and Herzegovina and Slovenia, Joint scientific and technological committee of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Slovenia selected 26 projects to be developed between researchers of the two countries.
In 2010 the Ministry of civil affairs got involved in ISEEMob and MIRA projects.
The project for establishing the EURAXESS centres for the mobility of researches in BiH was approved in the amount of 199.999,00 EUR.
The ministry of civil affairs appointed the representatives in 
-    CREST. 

-
ERA Steering Group for Human Resources and Mobility, 

-
ESFRI - the European Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructures 

-
Joint Research Centres (JRC Board of Governors - participant)  

Representatives to Programming Committees within the FP 7 programme and a thematic NCP have been nominated.

5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

Ministry of Science and Technology Republika Srpska (MST RS) has completed the preparation for the statistical survey „Statistics of the Scientific Research Activity in Republika Srpska“, which will be conducted by the Republika Srpska Institute of Statistics in cooperation with the MST RS until the end of 2010;
Republika Srpska Institute of Statistic, in cooperation with the MST RS developed “the Strategy of Innovatory Activities by Companies in RS for the period 2006-2008” 
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� by June. 14, 2010.
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