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Dear Minister,
Dear Colleagues,
Ladies & Gentlemen,

lt is for mc a real honour and pleasure to celebrate with
you the launch of the Steering Platform on Research for
the Western Balkans,

What is our starting point for the steering platform?

As you will recall a three year Action Plan on Science
and Technology was adopted in Thessaloniki in 2003 .
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Its purpose was to identify needs and means to develop
and integrate research capacities of the Western Balkan
Countries into the European Research Area,

***

But we have to do more, And this is where the Western
Balkans Steering Platform comes in . -
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process .

way.

The Steering Platform should therefore be used as a
forum to bring all ideas and means together and share
information and experience .
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As regards the "steering" part of the platform, 1 think a
number of valuable priorities have already been
identified :

called IPA .
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1 would like to dose with two more political messages .
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keys to our success. 1 am convinced that we share that
Vision0

Science and technology is a great tool to achieve
integration. Europe as a whole will be a better place to
live ifwejoin our forces and cooperate .

Dear Minister,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
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