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Launch ing th e  
Ste e ring Platform  on 
Re s e arch
At th e  launch ing e ve nt of th e  'Ste e ring Platform  on Re se arch  for 

W e ste rn Balk an Countrie s', in Vie nna on June  26, 2006, Com m issione r 

Potočnik  se t th e  tone  for th e  role  of th e  Ste e ring Platform  w h ich  lie s 

in stre ngth e ning coope ration in scie nce  and te ch nology (S& T) 

be tw e e n th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s (W BCs) and th e  Europe an 

Union. H e  w as supporte d on h is vie w s by Austrian Scie nce  Ministe r 

Elisabe th  Ge h re r and all dele gate s pre se nt.

More  th an just inform ation e xch ange , th e  Ste e ring Platform  aim s to 

be  a cle aring h ouse  for ide as and joint activitie s, inte nsifying th e  

w ork  alre ady unde rw ay since  th e  2003 EU-Balk an Countrie s Action 

Plan in Scie nce  and Te ch nology.

Th e  Ste e ring Platform  aim s at going be yond th e  7th  Europe an 

Fram e w ork  Program m e  for RTD (FP7) by cre ating syne rgie s w ith  oth e r 

stak e h olde rs e .g. th e  Pre -acce ssion Funds (IPA). Th e re fore  

Com m issione r Potočnik  calle d on th e  re pre se ntative s of th e  W e ste rn 

Balk an countrie s as w ell as on th e  Me m be r State s to actively involve  

th e m selve s in th is proce ss. Re garding conte xtual topics of m utual 

inte re st, a lot of good ide as cam e  up. W h ile  som e  of th e m  re q uire  

discussion in proje cts such  as SEE-ERA.NET or ERA W e stbalk an, oth e rs 

are  w ell positione d to be  tak e n up by th e  Ste e ring Platform , 

e spe cially th ose  of a m ore  political and strate gic nature . In th e  

w ork ing se ssions, a m ajority of participants conclude d th at it w as 

tim e  to re fle ct on th e  w ork ing m odalitie s of th e  Platform  and agre e d 

th at a m ission state m e nt and a w ork  plan for th e  Ste e ring Platform  

are  re q uire d. Th e  discussion on th e  m ission state m e nt is initiate d in 

th e  article  on th e  ne xt 

page .

(e d)

Editorial

D e ar re ade rs, 

Th is is th e  first e dition of th e  e Journal of th e  'Inform ation 
Office  of th e  Ste e ring Platform  on Re se arch  for th e  
W e ste rn Balk an Countrie s'. Th is publication w ill provide  a 
basis for inform ation and opinion e xch ange . Furth e r 
inform ation can be  found on our proje ct-w e bsite  
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u. I w ould lik e  to strongly e ncourage  
all our re ade rs to participate  in th e  discussions by providing 
inform ation, com m e nting on article s and se nding us your 
opinions. Th e  spe cific se ction 'le tte rs to th e  e ditor' w ill be  
re se rve d for your input!
Th is issue  aim s at providing in-de pth  inform ation on th e  
launch  of th e  Ste e ring Platform  and its aim s. It fe ature s an 
article  on inte rnational coope ration in th e  7th  Europe an 
Fram e w ork  Program m e  for RTD (pg. 3) and also include s a 
spe cial focus on th e  th e m atic field of 'H e alth ' (pg. 8). W e  
h ave  contributions from  SEE-ERA.NET, w h ich  inform s about 
th e  curre nt proje ct activitie s and Ge orge  Bonas w h o 
re ports on th e  ongoing IPA initiative  (pg. 4 and 5). Inge r-
Ann Ulste in from  Norw ay provide s a sum m ary of th e  
Norw e gian initiative s tow ards th e  W e ste rn Balk ans and 
Annelie se  Stok lask a give s an ove rvie w  on th e  ach ie ve m e nts 
of th e  Austrian EU-Pre side ncy. W e  h ave  th e  Albanian 
Ministry of Edcuation and Scie nce  sh aring th e ir insigh t on 
th e  Albanian S& T syste m  in th e  'country profile ' and th e  
e Journal sum m e r 06 is rounde d off by e ve nt and book  
announce m e nts.
W e  look  forw ard to a lively dialogue  on th e  topics of S& T in 
th e  W e ste rn Balk ans and th e  Europe an Union!

Elk e  Dall
Proje ct Manage r of th e  Inform ation Office  
se e -scie nce .e u

to inform ation re garding th e  launch : 
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/ne w s/105.h tm l
to a transcript of Mr. Potočnik 's 
spe e ch : h ttp://se e -
scie nce .e u/doc/106.h tm l
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http://see-science.eu/
http://see-science.eu/
http://see-science.eu/ejournal/list
http://see-science.eu/news/105.html
http://see-science.eu/doc/106.html
mailto:office@see-science.eu
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M is s ion State m e nt Unde r Cons truction
During th e  proce ss of de veloping a m ission state m e nt, all stak e h olde rs sh ould h ave  th e  possibility to put 

forw ard ide as and sugge stions. In orde r to de velop th e  discussion furth e r, th e  draft state m e nt pre pare d by 

th e  Inform ation Office  re q uire s inputs from  you:

Th e  bi-re gional dialogue  unde r th e  Ste e ring Platform  w ill also:

< De velop, prom ote , organise  and structure  th e  participation of th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s in FP7 and 

oth e r re se arch  program m e s

< Facilitate  th e  ide ntification and th e  prioritisation of com m on re se arch  are as of m utual inte re st and 

be ne fit

< Facilitate  th e  uptak e  and use  of re se arch  and innovation activitie s, m onitor pe rform ance  and e ffe cts of 

inte rnational S& T coope ration across th e  Spe cific Program m e s of FP7

Kindly post your com m e nts on th e  w e bsite  h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/ne w s/111.h tm l or addre ss th e m  dire ctly 

to Ms. Elk e  Dall, dall@ zsi.at. Inform ation about th e  re sults w ill 

be  available  in future  m e e tings and th rough  th is ne w sle tte r.

Vie w  from  th e  Europe an Com m is s ion: Pos s ible  Actions
"From  w h at w e  h ave  le arne d so far, priority action in th e  W BCs appe ars ne ce ssary in four diffe re nt are as, 

w ith out indicating any priority or spe cific action at th is stage , as follow s:

< Ge ne ral aw are ne ss actions: role  of re se arch  policy; h ow  to de sign an inte grate d re se arch  policy; link s 

w ith  oth e r EU policie s; Lisbon strate gy;

< Be ne fits of collaborative  re se arch ; association to FP7; m apping; se tting prioritie s;

< H um an re source s: facilitate  m ove m e nt of re se arch e rs; attract be st re se arch e rs; and

< Infrastructure : im prove  re se arch  capacity (laboratorie s, institute s, e q uipm e nt).

Give n th e  fact th at re se arch  re q uire s substantial inve stm e nts, it is cle ar th at all th e  above  obje ctive s 

cannot be  ach ie ve d w ith out cre ating syne rgie s be tw e e n re se arch  program m e  funding and oth e r EU financial 

instrum e nts such  as th e  Pre -acce ssion Funds (IPA).

Coordination of actions w ith  oth e r stak e h olde rs sh ould also actively be  pursue d. Th is is in th e  first place  th e  

case  w ith  th e  S& T policie s for W BCs from  th e  Me m be r state s and candidate  countrie s but also oth e r 

stak e h olde rs such  as th e  Stability Pact for South  Easte rn Europe ; th e  COST or th e  Eure k a program m e s are  to 

be  part of th e se  coordinating e fforts.

In addition, it sh ould be  conside re d h ow  re se arch  can contribute  and facilitate  th e  re alisation of th e  ove rall 

political obje ctive s such  as com pliance  w ith  acq uis com m unautaire ; adm inistrative  capacity building and 

institutional stability."

Th is te xt is an e xtract of th e  pape r distribute d by th e  re pre se ntative s of th e  Europe an Com m ission as a 

back ground pape r at th e  first m e e ting of th e  Ste e ring Platform  in Vie nna, June  26, 2006.

Le tte rs  to th e  e ditor
W e  cordially invite  you to 
com m e nt th e  e Journal 
sum m e r 06 th rough  le tte rs to 
th e  e ditor, w h ich  w ill be  
publish e d in th e  ne xt issue  
and posting com m e nts to th e  
re spe ctive  online  ve rsions 
w h e n logge d in (apply for an 
account via h ttp://se e -
scie nce .e u).

Furth e rm ore , th e  Inform ation 
Office  curre ntly pre pare s 
'Country Re ports' on th e  
situation of S& T in th e  
W e ste rn Balk ans th at w ill be  
provide d to th e  Ste e ring 
Platform  in autum n th is ye ar. 
W e  are  look ing for e xpe rt 
re vie w e rs of th e se  
docum e nts, if you w ould lik e  
to contribute  to th is task , 
ple ase  contact Ms. Elk e  Dall 
at dall@ zsi.at.

Th e  'Ste e ring Platform  on Re se arch  for th e  W e ste rn Balk an Countrie s' inte racts be tw e e n th e  W e ste rn 
Balk an countrie s, th e  EU Me m be r State s and state s associate d to th e  Europe an Fram e w ork  Program m e  for 
RTD and th e  Europe an Com m ission as a discussion forum , a cle aring h ouse  for joint ide as and activitie s 
and a m utually utilise d k now -h ow  and inform ation transfe r ce ntre . It is th e  m ain th ink  tank  to de al w ith  
Europe an, m ultilate ral and re gional issue s of S& T policie s in th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s. In th is spirit, it 
continue s and inte nsifie s th e  progre ss ach ie ve d unde r th e  'EU-Balk an countrie s Action Plan in Scie nce  and 
Te ch nology'.

Klaus Sch uch  and Elk e  Dall
Ce ntre  for Social Innovation, Austria
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/29 .h tm lAu
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to th e  back ground docum e nt: 
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/doc/273.h tm l
provide d by: Tania Frie de rich s
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/161.h tm l
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Inte rnational Coope ration in FP7
During th e  ne xt ye ars, from  2007 to 2013, th e  7th  

Europe an Fram e w ork  Program m e  for Re se arch , 

Te ch nological Developm e nt and De m onstration 

(FP7) w ill be  th e  k e y instrum e nt of th e  Europe an 

Com m ission to furth e r de velop th e  Europe an 

Re se arch  Are a (ERA). It is focuse d on re ach ing th e  

Lisbon targe ts, th us stre ngth e ning Europe ’s 

com pe titive ne ss and e conom ic grow th  by inve sting in re se arch  and 

scie nce .

In orde r to be com e  th e  'm ost com pe titive  and dynam ic k now le dge -

drive n e conom y by 2010', a strong and coh e re nt inte rnational 

re se arch  and te ch nology policy w ill be  ne ce ssary. Th e re fore , 

foste ring th e  inte rnational dim e nsion in FP7 is a crucial issue  and 

com bine s tw o obje ctive s:

< Support Europe an com pe titive ne ss th rough  strate gic partne rsh ips 

w ith  th ird countrie s in sele cte d re se arch  are as and th rough  

attracting top q uality re se arch e rs from  th e se  countrie s for 

conducting re se arch  in Europe

< Addre ss spe cific proble m s th at th ird countrie s face  or th at h ave  a 

global ch aracte r, on th e  basis of m utual inte re st and m utual be ne fit

S& T coope ration w ill also be  use d to re inforce  th e  Com m unity’s 

e xte rnal relations and oth e r relevant policy are as.

Inte rnational coope ration is e nvisage d m ainly in th e  Program m e s

< ‘Coope ration’: inte rnational coope ration in spe cific th e m atic 

re se arch  are as 

< ‘Pe ople ’: inte rnational m e asure s to prom ote  h um an re source s

< ‘Capacitie s’: h orizontal support actions for inte rnational 

coope ration

(re fe r to box below  for m ore  inform ation).

Ste ps w e re  also tak e n to e nh ance  th e  participation in FP7. In th e  

Com m ission Staff W ork ing Docum e nt 'Sim plification in th e  7th  

Fram e w ork  Program m e ' th e  auth ors de velop a se t of concre te  

m e asure s for th e  facilitation of th e  proce sse s. An im portant m e asure  

conce rning inte rnational coope ration is a cle are r and m ore  use r-

frie ndly style  of inform ation m ate rial for be tte r acce ssibility to non-

spe cialists and first-tim e  applicants.

Furth e r Inform ation: h ttp://cordis.e uropa.e u/fp7/ 

Inte rnational Coope ration in th e  Spe cific Program m e  ‘Coope ration’:
1. All activitie s carrie d out in th e  nine  th e m atic are as are  ope n to re se arch e rs and re se arch  institutions from  th e  W e ste rn Balk ans

2. Spe cific coope ration actions in e ach  th e m atic are a are  de dicate d to th ird countrie s in case  of m utual inte re st in coope ration on particular 

topics, such  as

- H e alth : pande m ics, global h e alth  issue s, AIDS, e tc. (se e  furth e r inform ation on page  8)

- Ene rgy: m e asure s to re ach  th e  m ille nnium  de velopm e nt goals, e nvironm e ntal conse q ue nce s of e ne rgy policie s, e tc.

- Environm e nt: clim ate  ch ange , biodive rsity, de se rtification, e tc.

Inte rnational Coope ration in th e  Spe cific Program m e  ‘Pe ople ’:
As a fundam e ntal com pone nt of h um an re source s in R & D in Europe , inte rnational coope ration is addre sse d th rough  de dicate d actions in 

te rm s of

1. Care e r de velopm e nt m e asure s for re se arch e rs from  EU m e m be r state s and associate d countrie s, such  as 'outgoing inte rnational 

fellow sh ips' w ith  m andatory re turn and 're turn and inte rnational re inte gration grants' for e xpe rie nce d re se arch e rs afte r an inte rnational 

m obility e xpe rie nce

2. Stre ngth e ning inte rnational coope ration th rough  'incom ing inte rnational fellow sh ips' to attract h igh ly-q ualifie d th ird-country re se arch e rs 

to Me m be r State s and th rough  partne rsh ips be tw e e n se ve ral re se arch  organisations in Europe  and one  or m ore  organisations in countrie s 

cove re d by th e  Europe an ne igh bourh ood policy and countrie s w ith  w h ich  th e  EU h as an S& T agre e m e nt

Inte rnational Coope ration in th e  Spe cific Program m e  ‘Capacitie s ’:
Th e  inte rnational dim e nsion in th is program m e  is supporte d via spe cific action line s for inte rnational coope ration, w h ich  include :

1. Re gional de finition of core  issue s and strate gie s for scie ntific-te ch nological coope ration

2. Stre ngth e ning and upgrading of partne rsh ips for S& T coope ration including structural m e asure s and ne tw ork s

3. Supporting th e  coordination of national strate gie s and m e asure s for inte rnational S& T coope ration, including e valuation of th e  e fficie ncy 

of ongoing bilate ral initiative s

Evelina Santa
Austrian Re se arch  Prom otion Age ncy
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/123.h tm lAu

th
or

http://see-science.eu/users/123.html
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G. Bonas : Update  on IPA Initiative

Back ground

Since  th e  adoption of th e  'EU – Balk an countrie s 

Action Plan in S& T' in 2003 and in e ve ry m e e ting 

or confe re nce  involving S& T policy m ak e rs of th e  

W e ste rn Balk an countrie s (W BCs) and of EU 

Me m be r State s, th e  CARDS Program m e  h as be e n 

ide ntifie d as one  of th e  m ost im portant source s 

th at could provide  funding for th e  im ple m e ntation 

of th e  Action Plan and m ore  spe cifically for th e  

re ne w al of infrastructure . H ow e ve r, until today such  support from  

CARDS h as not occurre d. Th e re  are  se ve ral re asons for th is situation, 

am ong w h ich  w e  can state : th e  abse nce  of S& T in th e  priority fields 

of inte rve ntion for CARDS, th e  tim id support from  re pre se ntative s of 

th e  EU Me m be r State s in th e  CARDS Com m itte e  and, last but not 

le ast, th e  lack  of ade q uate  de m and from  th e  W BCs for such  proje cts 

(w ith  th e  e xce ption of Se rbia). 

Curre ntly th e  CARDS Program m e  for th e  W BCs is com ing to an e nd 

and th e  Europe an Union is finalising a ne w  de velopm e nt aid sch e m e  

in line  w ith  th e  Europe an Ne igh borh ood Policy: th e  Instrum e nt for 

Pre -Acce ssion (IPA).  

Th e  Ins trum e nt for Pre -Acce s s ion

Th e  re gulations for th e  ne w  instrum e nt (IPA), w h ich  w ill cove r th e  

pe riod 2007–2013, are  be ing finalise d. Eve n if S& T is not am ong th e  

m ain obje ctive s of IPA, support to S& T relate d activitie s could be  

e nvisage d. Th is significant ch ange  is th e  re sult of th e  dynam ics th at 

h ave  be e n cre ate d th rough :  

< Th e  adoption of th e  Action Plan th at e xplicitly m ak e s re fe re nce  to 

th e  ne ce ssity to use  CARDS as a possible  source  for th e  financial 

support of its goals. Subse q ue nt m e e tings and confe re nce s 

consolidate d th is ne e d.

< Th e  form al re q ue st to CARDS from  Se rbia for S& T relate d activitie s 

and th e  back ing of th is re q ue st by m iniste rs of EU Me m be r State s, 

w h o se nt support le tte rs.

< Th e  SEE-ERA.NET proje ct th at addre sse d particular atte ntion to 

th is issue  and proce e de d to spe cific contacts w ith  officials from  th e  

Europe an Com m ission. 

H ow e ve r, e ve n if in principle  support for S& T relate d activitie s could 

be  e nvisage d in IPA, th e  im ple m e ntation of such  activitie s w ill m ainly 

de pe nd on th e  follow ing: 

First, form al re q ue sts ne e d to be  addre sse d by th e  country conce rne d 

and ne gotiate d w ith  th e  Europe an Com m ission. If a W BC doe s not 

include  S& T relate d activitie s in its national prioritie s, noth ing can be  

done . As m e ntione d above , Se rbia pre se nte d a re q ue st unde r CARDS. 

If a sim ilar re q ue st w e re  re -ite rate d unde r IPA, th e re  w ould be  

significant ch ance s for a positive  re ply. Th is could pave  th e  w ay for 

e q uivale nt activitie s in oth e r W BCs. 

In addition, it w ill de pe nd on th e  unde rstanding of w h at type  of 

activitie s could be  supporte d. Th e se  could for e xam ple  include  

infrastructure  re ne w al (in te rm s of laboratory e q uipm e nt and/or 

construction) and possibly som e  soft actions (e .g. studie s/re -

organisation of th e  re se arch  syste m s), but not support to re se arch  

itself.  

Since  e nvironm e nt, sustainable  de velopm e nt, trade , e tc. w ill m ost 

probably re m ain am ong th e  m ain goals of IPA, th e  possibilitie s for 

'dual use ' e q uipm e nts ne e d to be  inve stigate d (e .g. a laboratory 

e q uippe d for e nvironm e ntal m e asure s w h ich  can also be  use d for 

re se arch  purpose s). In any case , close  contacts w ith  th e  Europe an 

Com m ission se rvice s in th e  W BCs are  ne ce ssary in orde r to propose  

acce ptable  topics and w ell-structure d proje cts. 

Conclus ions  / Re com m e ndations

It is re asonable  to believe  th at S& T relate d activitie s in th e  W BCs 

could be  supporte d th rough  IPA. As th is support is in principle  

acce pte d from  th e  side  of th e  Com m ission and of th e  EU Me m be r 

State s, th e  m ain e ffort and re sponsibility lie s in th e  h ands of th e  

W BCs: th e  ne e d to form ulate  relevant re q ue sts. 

To ach ie ve  succe ss, th e  follow ing ste ps are  im portant for th e  S& T 

policy m ak e rs and adm inistrators in th e  W BCs: 

1. Ide ntification of th e  national auth oritie s and pe rsons w h o are  

re sponsible  for th e  de finition of th e  national prioritie s tow ards IPA 

2. Form ulation and subm ission of ade q uate  topics to th e  

afore m e ntione d auth oritie s, to be  tak e n into account w h e n 

proposing and ne gotiating th e  activitie s conside re d for th e  country 

w ith  th e  Com m ission se rvice s

Th e  SEE-ERA.NET proje ct and m ore ove r th e  re ce ntly launch e d 

Ste e ring Platform  could be  supportive  in th is proce ss, acting as a 

forum  for th e  e xch ange  of e xpe rie nce s and be st practice s am ong th e  

W BCs as w ell as th rough  focuse d and coordinate d inte rve ntions 

tow ards th e  Europe an Com m ission se rvice s and th e  EU Me m be r 

State s, w h e re ve r ne ce ssary.

Late s t Ne w s : IPA officially adopte d
Europe an Parliam e nt adopte d a favourable  opinion on th e  

Instrum e nt for Pre -Acce ssion Assistance  (IPA) on July 6, 2006 in 

Strasbourg; on July 17, 2006 it h as also be e n adopte d by th e  EU 

Council, w h ich  m e ans th at th is instrum e nt h as now  be e n officially 

adopte d by th e  Europe an Union
For th e  full docum e nt visit h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/link /260.h tm l 

Ge orge  Bonas
Ge ne ral Se cre tariat for Re se arch  and 
Te ch nology, Ministry of De velopm e nt, 
Gre e ce
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/144.h tm l
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Calling for RTD Coope ration in th e  
W e s te rn Balk an Countrie s
In sum m e r 2006 m ost of th e  SEE-ERA.NET partne rs com m itte d 

th e m selve s to a first 'Pilot Joint Call for Re se arch  Proposals'. Th is 

pilot initiative  incre ase s RTD ne tw ork ing be tw e e n re se arch  

institutions and unive rsitie s of at le ast 11 Europe an countrie s 

including all W e ste rn Balk an countrie s. Th e  Call w ill be  ope n be tw e e n 

Nove m be r 2006 and March  2007 and publish e d unde r h ttp://w w w .se e -

e ra.ne t. Th e  asse ssm e nt of th e  proje ct proposals w ill be  de dicate d to 

scie ntific e xcelle nce .

Th e  SEE-ERA.NET proje ct

Th e  South e ast Europe an Era-Ne t (SEE-ERA.NET) is a ne tw ork ing 

proje ct of RTD funding m inistrie s and age ncie s. All of th e  

collaborating institutions run nationally funde d program m e s th at are  

de dicate d to (bilate ral) RTD collaboration w ith  W e ste rn Balk an 

countrie s. SEE-ERA.NET aim s at inte rlink ing th e se  e xisting RTD 

program m e s, for e xam ple , by launch ing joint calls for RTD proposals. 

Th e  ove rall obje ctive  of th is proje ct is th e  de velopm e nt of a 

sustainable  syste m  for im proving th e  inte gration of re se arch  

institutions from  th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s into th e  Europe an 

Re se arch  Are a. Th is initiative  is supporte d by th e  Europe an 

Com m ission unde r FP6.

“In th is project w e  w ant e specially to build on th e  already existing 

re search  potential in th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s. Th e  bilate ral 

S& T relationsh ips repre sent a significant potential for th e  

e stablish m ent of th e  European Re search  Area”, says Pe te r B. Mayr, 

SEE-ERA.NET coordinator from  th e  Ce ntre  for Social Innovation (Z SI) 

in Austria. 

Re s e arch ing th e  RTD s ituation

In th e  be ginning of th e  proje ct a th orough  asse ssm e nt of th e  RTD 

situation in th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s w as conducte d:

· Th e  nationally funde d program m e s in th e  W e ste rn Balk an partne r 

countrie s w e re  e xte rnally e valuate d by th e  Croatian Ivo Pillar 

Institute . 

· A study about th e  national RTD program m e s w as conducte d by Maria 

H inse nk am p on be h alf of th e  National Office  of Re se arch  and 

Te ch nology (NKTH ) in H ungary. 

· Prof. Milica Uvalić from  th e  Unive rsity of Pe rugia, Italy, conducte d a 

scie ntific study on th e  national syste m s of re se arch  in th e  W e ste rn 

Balk an countrie s in joint collaboration w ith  re se arch e rs from  th e  

Ce ntre  for Social Innovation (Z SI) and e xpe rts from  th e  Slove nian 

Ministry of H igh e r Education, Scie nce  and Te ch nology (MH EST). 

· Furth e rm ore  th e  MH EST publish e d a study on th e  RTD ne e ds of th e  

W e ste rn Balk an countrie s. 

· And, finally, a cluste ring of th e  alre ady funde d bilate ral proje cts by 

th e  Bulgarian Ministry of Education and Scie nce  aim e d at the

m apping of e xisting collaboration pote ntial in th e  re gion.

Th e  re sults of th e se  studie s contribute  to th e  future  plans of th e  SEE-

ERA.NET consortium . For e xam ple , th e y w ill h elp to find th e  funding 

re gulations for th e  upcom ing 'Joint Calls for Proposals'. Furth e rm ore , 

th e  findings h igh ligh te d capacity proble m s in th e  re gion such  as th e  

lack  of RTD infrastructrure  and m anage m e nt pote ntial as w ell as 

diffe re nce s in proje ct proposal evaluation syste m s of th e  individual 

countrie s.

Th e  Pilot Joint Call for Propos als

Th is first Joint Call for Re se arch  

Proposals is a Pilot activity.

“Th is call w ill be  a m ilestone  

for all partie s involved. It is a 

first step tow ards m ore  

targeted funding for m ore  

re search  institutions. And, th e  

inte rnationalisation aspect: w ith  th e  support of sm all, but 

m ultilate ral re search  projects, w e  open th e  door to new  ideas and 

bigge r projects unde r FP7 or oth e r RTD funding bodie s. 

W h at w e  learned by now  is th at SEE-ERA.NET is all about trust. If w e  

can prove  to our inte rnal decision m ak e rs th at th is Pilot Joint Call is 

succe ssful w e  h ave  m ade  a first, im portant step to te st th e  tech nical 

aspects of th e  new  coope ration betw e en th e  collaborating funding 

agencie s and m inistrie s”, m e ntions Pe te r B. Mayr, SEE-ERA.NET 

coordinator.

Th e  budge t for th is first call w ill be  around 800,000 EUR to 9 00,000 

EUR w ith  funding in th re e  th e m atic are as.  

An e xte rnal 'Ce ntral Adm inistrative  Body' w ill be  

re sponsible  for th e  adm inistration of th e  proce ss. Th e  e valuation of 

th e  proje ct proposals w ill be  done  e xte rnally by inte rnationally 

re spe cte d scie ntists.

Th e  m e m be rs of SEE-ERA.NET aim  th rough  th e se  activitie s at 

contributing to th e  e m e rging w ide r Europe an Re se arch  Are a and at 

stre ngth e ning th e  collaborations of th e  scie ntific com m unitie s w ith in 

Europe .

Florian Grube r
Ce ntre  for Social Innovation, Austria
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/114.h tm lAu

th
or

http://see-science.eu/users/114.html
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Norw ay’s  S& T Initiative s  tow ards  th e  W e s te rn Balk an
Th e  Norw e gian Coope ration Program m e  w ith  th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s (Albania, 
Bosnia-H e rze govina, Croatia, FYR of Mace donia and Se rbia-Monte ne gro) in Re se arch  and 
H igh e r Education. 
Norw ay and th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s h ave  be e n coope rating in th e  fields of re se arch  

and h igh e r e ducation since  th e  ye ar 2000. Th e  program m e s are  m anage d by th e  Re se arch  

Council of Norw ay and th e  Norw e gian Ce ntre  for Inte rnational Coope ration in H igh e r 

Education (SIU), w h ich  h as signe d an agre e m e nt w ith  th e  Norw e gian Ministry of Fore ign 

Affairs for th is activity. 

Th e  coope ration h as be e n organise d in tw o program m e s:

Ph ase  1: 2000-2004: 80 m illion NOK (1€=prox 8 NOK) w e re  allocate d to proje cts focusing on social scie nce , 

language , solutions for e nvironm e ntal proble m s and h igh e r e ducation.

Ph ase  2: 2006-2009  h as a total budge t of 75 m illion NOK. Th e  obje ctive  of  th e  coope ration is to initiate , 

de velop and fund collaboration be tw e e n unive rsitie s, unive rsity colle ge s and re se arch  institutions in th e  

W e ste rn Balk ans and corre sponding Norw e gian institutions. Proje cts funde d by th is program m e  w ill 

contribute  to im proving com pe te nce  and building capacity at re se arch  institutions and institutions of 

h igh e r e ducation in th e  W e ste rn Balk ans.

Tw o th e m atic are as w e re  prioritise d:

< Gove rnance  and de m ocracy building 

< Environm e ntal prote ction, m anage m e nt of natural re source s and m arine  issue s 

During spring 2006, 16 ne w  proje cts w e re  initiate d. Th e se  proje cts focuse d on topics w ith in social scie nce , 

language , m arine  issue s and e nvironm e nt w ill run for 4 ye ars. Altoge th e r 51,800,000 NOK (approx. 6,500,000 

EUR) are  allocate d to th e se  proje cts for th is pe riod. At le ast 

50% of th e se  funds sh all be  allocate d to th e  partne rs in th e  

W e ste rn Balk an countrie s.

Fe ature d: 
h ttp://s e e - s cie nce .e u
Th e  w e bsite  is for re gistre d 
use rs and passw ord-
prote cte d. Th e  inte rnal site  
offe rs a dire ctory (w h o is 
w h o) and a docum e nt se rvice  
(upload of relevant 
docum e nts for S& T policie s). 
Inte re ste d partie s can apply 
for an account for se e -
scie nce .e u, m e m be rs of th e  
Ste e ring Platform  h ave  be e n 
pre -re giste re d by th e  
Inform ation Office  w ith  
spe cial use r and acce ss righ ts.
Th e  w e bsite  offe rs 
com pre h e nsive  w ays to 
se arch  (a full te xt se arch , 
possibilitie s to brow se  by 
country focus and be tw e e n 
th e  e ntrie s of pe rsonal 
contacts, organisations, 
docum e nts and link s).
You can also apply for a 
contributor account and 
publish  dire ctly or se nd any 
targe te d inform ation w h ich  
you w ould lik e  to disse m inate  
(office @ se e -scie nce .e u). 
Furth e rm ore , e ach  ite m  
publish e d on th e  site  is ope n 
for com m e nts. W e  h ope  th e  
w e bsite  prove s use ful to 
e nh ance  th e  m utual 
e xch ange  of inform ation on 
issue s of S& T in and for th e  
W e ste rn Balk an countrie s.

Inge r-Ann Ulste in
Re se arch  Council of Norw ay
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/262.h tm l
Furth e r inform ation: h ttp://se e -
scie nce .e u/link /261.h tm l

Au
th

or

Annelie se  Stok lask a
Fe de ral Ministry for Education, 
Scie nce  and Culture , Austria
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/126.h tm lAu

th
or

Education and Re s e arch  in th e  W BCs  – Prioritie s  during th e  
Aus trian EU-Pre s ide ncy

Austria h as trie d h ard to m e e t th e  e xpe ctations of h e r partne rs in th e  W e ste rn Balk an 

countrie s relate d to th e  Austrian EU Council Pre side ncy. Th is also applie s to th e  fields of 

e ducation, scie nce  and re se arch .

Afte r e xte nsive  pre parations, a num be r of m e e tings, confe re nce s and w ork sh ops took  place  

in th e  first h alf of 2006 w h ich  altoge th e r brough t along at le ast tw o m e m orable  and 

h ope fully sustainable  actions:

Ministe rs from  W e ste rn Balk an nations m e t in Vie nna ove r th e  past m onth s to agre e  upon an 

Education Pact w ith  th e  EU. As of 2007, countrie s of th e  W e ste rn Balk an w ill be  able  to participate  as e q ual 

partne rs in th e  EU’s Life -long Le arning Program m e .

As to re se arch , th e  Europe an Com m ission and th e  Austrian EU Council Pre side ncy jointly launch e d a Ste e ring 

Platform  for stre ngth e ning re se arch  coope ration be tw e e n th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s and th e  EU w ith in 

th e  fram e w ork  of th e  Europe an Re se arch  Are a (ERA).

More ove r Ministe r Ge h re r forw arde d a joint le tte r to th e  Europe an Com m ission signe d by th e  Ministe rs of 

Education and Re se arch  of th e  pre -acce ssion countrie s w h ich  stre sse d th e  im portance  of giving e ducation 

and re se arch  sufficie nt priority in th e  IPA.

W ell tailore d activitie s in th e  fields of e ducation and re se arch  

w ill ce rtainly contribute  to supporting th e  W e ste rn Balk an 

Countrie s’ inte gration into th e  e ve n w ide r Europe an 

Know le dge  Are a and to unlock ing th e  pote ntial of th is re gion.

mailto:office@see-science.eu
http://see-science.eu/users/126.html
http://see-science.eu/users/262.html
http://see-science.eu/link/261.html
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S& T in Albania

In Albania th e  re sponsibilitie s for unive rsitie s, 

re se arch  ce ntre s and re se arch  institute s are  

distribute d am ong se ve ral m inistrie s and th e  

Acade m y of Scie nce . Th e  ne w ly ele cte d gove rnm e nt 

of Albania h as re ce ntly de cide d on a re form  of th e  

re se arch  syste m , e spe cially w ith  re gard to its 

m anage m e nt aspe ct. 

Th e  Ministry of Education and Scie nce  (MOES) of Albania is 

re sponsible  for strate gic planning and le gislative  aspe cts of S& T, th e  

de velopm e nt of national program m e s, te ch nological developm e nt and 

inte rnational scie ntific coope ration. Th e  m inistry pre pare s th e  calls 

for proposals and e valuate s and m onitors th e  im ple m e ntation of th e  

funde d proje cts.

A significant part of th e  Dire ctorate  of Scie ntific Re se arch  is de vote d 

to bilate ral scie ntific and te ch nical coope ration. Th is include s th e  

e xch ange  of scie ntists and Ph D stude nts, but also of docum e ntation 

and inform ation. It provide s h elp for joint re se arch  proje cts, for th e  

sh aring of scie ntific and re se arch  tools and for th e  participation in 

confe re nce s and se m inars. 

Since  th e  ye ar 2000 th re e  protocols for S& T coope ration h ave  be e n 

signe d w ith  Gre e ce : 19  joint proje cts in 2001-2002, 22 joint proje cts 

in 2003-2004, and 32 proje cts h ave  be e n supporte d during th e  last 

pe riod 2005–2007. At th e  sam e  tim e  tw o protocols h ave  be e n signe d 

w ith  Italy: 119  proje cts (only for m obility) in 2002–2004 and 67 

proje cts (39  for m obility and 28 w ith  com m on financing) for th e  ye ars 

2005–2007 are  supporte d.

Agre e m e nts  and Protocols

In Albania only th e  Ministry of Fore ign Affairs h as th e  righ t to sign a 

ne w  inte rgove rnm e ntal S& T agre e m e nt, but th e  Ministry of Education 

and Scie nce  is re sponsible  for th e  im ple m e ntation th rough  protocols. 

Th e  adm inistration of bilate ral inte rgove rnm e ntal RTD program m e s is 

im ple m e nte d by th e  Dire ctorate  of Scie ntific Re se arch . Curre ntly one  

m ajor aim  in Albanian policy is to incre ase  bilate ral coope ration. 

Th e re fore  th is ye ar th e  Ministry of Education and Scie nce , via its 

Dire ctorate  of Scie ntific Re se arch , h as signe d protocols w ith  th e  FYR 

of Mace donia and Slove nia.

Location: South e aste rn Europe , 
borde ring th e  Adriatic and Ionian 
Se a, Gre e ce , FYR of Mace donia, 
Monte ne gro and Se rbia 
(Kosovo/UNMIK)
Total are a: 28,748 sq . k m
Population: 3,134,9 82 (January 1, 
2005) - source : INSTAT
GDP - pe r capita: 2,140 EUR 
(2005) at official e xch ange  rate  - 
source : W IIW

Calle nge s  in S& T

Albania h as face d a difficult and turbule nt de cade . It w as 

ch aracte rise d by th e  lack  of rule  of law  and e conom ic collapse . 

Alth ough  conside rable  progre ss h as be e n m ade  in Albania since  19 9 9 , 

a lot re m ains to be  done . Albanian re se arch  suffe rs from  a lack  of up-

to-date  e q uipm e nt. Existing e q uipm e nt is ofte n provide d th rough  

inte rnational coope ration proje cts and Albania h as little , if any, 

m ajor scale  e q uipm e nt. Eve n m ainte nance  and running costs of th e  

m ode st e q uipm e nt th at doe s e xist is a m ajor strain on Albanian public 

re source s. Effort h as be e n m ade  to cre ate  an acade m ic 

com m unications ne tw ork  and IT syste m  in Albania, and oth e r m ode rn 

te ch nologie s are  gradually be ing inve ste d in.

Th e  Scie nce  and Te ch nology Policy Fram e w ork

S& T m anage m e nt of Albania:
1. Council of Ministe rs
2. Council of Scie ntific Policy and Te ch nological Developm e nt 
(CSPTD)
3. Ministry of Education and Scie nce  w ith  Scie ntific Re se arch  
Dire ctorate
4. Ministrie s, Acade m y of Scie nce , Com m unity
5. Unive rsitie s, Re se arch  Institute s, Re se arch  Ce ntre s, NGOs

Th e  le gal fram e w ork  is  provide d th rough :
1. Law  on Scie nce  and Te ch nological Developm e nt
2. Law  on H igh e r Education
3. Law  of Acade m y of Scie nce
4. Gove rnm e ntal De cisions
5. De cisions of th e  Council of Scie ntific Policy and Te ch nological 
Developm e nt
6. Ministe rial Re gulations

Th e  ce ntral ins titutions  of S& T in Albania (2003) are :
1. Th e  Acade m y of Scie nce s (13 institute s / 253 scie ntists)
2. Ministry of Education and Scie nce  (2 institute s / 27 scie ntists)
Unive rsitie s and sim ilar (10 institute s / 1,208 scie ntists)
3. Ministry of Agriculture  and Food (14 institute s / 144 scie ntists)
4. Ministry of Industry and Ene rgy (8 institute s / 359  scie ntists)
5. Ministry of Te rritory Arrange m e nts and Tourism  (4 institute s / 
202 scie ntists)
6. Ministry of Culture , Youth  and Sports (2 institute s / 46 scie ntists)
7. Ministry of Transportation (1 institute  / 18 scie ntists)
8. Ministry of Public H e alth  (1 institute  / 62 scie ntists)

Total: 55 ce ntral scie ntific institutions and 2,319  scie ntists

Adriana Gjonaj-Kum baro 
Ministry of Education and Scie nce , 
Albania
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/119 .h tm lAu

th
or

Late s t Ne w s : Com m is s ion vis it
From  June  27-29  th e  Europe an Com m ission (DG RTD, Dire ctorate  

N1 toge th e r w ith  JRC) w as on a fact-finding m ission in Tirana to 

discuss opportunitie s unde r FP7 and asse ss th e  re se arch  capacity in 

Albania. Th e  m ission w as re garde d ve ry inform ative  and w ill 

ce rtainly be  follow e d up by both  partie s.

http://see-science.eu/users/119.html
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M e dical Re s e arch  Initiative  South  
Eas te rn Europe

A proje ct re ce ntly launch e d by six partne rs from  

Austria, Croatia, Italy, Se rbia-Monte ne gro and 

Slove nia is de signe d to contribute  to th e  dialogue  on 

m e dical re se arch  on th e  level of individual 

re se arch e rs and proje cts: Th e  EU-FP6-funde d 

'Me dical Re se arch  Initiative  South  Easte rn Europe ' 

(Me dRe sIn SEE) se ts out to stre ngth e n coope ration 

in biom e dical re se arch  in Ce ntral and South  Easte rn Europe . 

Spe cifically, it aim s at se tting up a sustainable  ne tw ork  be tw e e n 

re se arch e rs and re se arch  institutions in th e  field of biom e dicine  in 

th e  re gion. In addition, it inte nds to h elp e stablish  and consolidate  

contacts w ith  re se arch e rs in EU Me m be r State s. Th is initiative  

facilitate s th e  de velopm e nt of coope rative  re se arch  proje cts by 

providing a platform  for re se arch e rs to pre se nt and inte rlink  th e ir 

ide as.

Th e  aim  of th e  Me dical Re se arch  Initiative  South  Easte rn Europe  

(Me dRe sIn SEE) is th us to cre ate  good starting conditions for 

biom e dical re se arch e rs in South  Easte rn Europe  to participate  in FP7 

and to support th e ir inte gration into th e  ERA. Tailor-m ade  capacity 

building m e asure s contribute  to th e  de velopm e nt of joint EU re se arch  

proje cts and im prove  acce ss to FP7. 

Basically, Me dRe sIn SEE trie s to inte rlink  th e  Fram e w ork  Program m e ’s 

top-dow n approach  w ith  ide as subm itte d by re se arch e rs in a bottom -

up proce ss. Th e  ide as m ust m e e t th e  follow ing crite ria: 

1. Be ing in line  w ith  FP7 prioritie s

2. Relevance  to a ce rtain num be r of re se arch e rs

3. Pote ntial to attract a group of re se arch e rs com m itte d to w ork  on a 

proje ct proposal up to th e  point of subm ission

Th e  re se arch e rs are  invite d to participate  in training se ssions and 

proposal building m e e tings spe cifically focussing on th e ir ow n 

inte re sts.

Spe cifically, th e  initiative ’s activitie s include

< Com piling a catalogue  of re se arch  activitie s, e xpe rtise  and 

inte re sts in th e  re gion

< Providing top-q uality training in acq uiring Europe an (FP 7) 

re se arch  funding

< Organizing tailor-m ade  'proposal building se ssions', in w h ich  

re se arch e rs ge t a ch ance  to develop joint proje ct ide as and to draft 

joint proposals

Th e  opportunity for re se arch e rs to e nte r th e ir profile s into th e  surve y 

is ope n at h ttp://w w w .m e duni-graz.at/m e dre sin/profile s.h tm l

Inform ation about th e  first training and proposal building m e e ting is 

available  at th e  follow ing link : 

h ttp://w w w .m e duni-

graz.at/m e dre sin/

m aribor.h tm l

H e alth  as  a priority are a
In th e  'Com m ission proposal for th e  7th  Re se arch  Fram e w ork  

Program m e ', 'H e alth ' is th e  first priority are a in th e  'Coope ration' 

program m e . W ith  a budge t of 6,050 m illion EUR according to th e  

Council's agre e m e nt of July 2006, it is also one  of th e  m ost h igh ly 

funde d re se arch  are as – se cond only to 'Inform ation and 

Com m unication Te ch nologie s'. 'H e alth ' is an e xte nsion of th e  form e r 

FP6 'Th e m atic Priority 1: Life  Scie nce s, Ge nom ics and Biote ch nology 

for H e alth '. It aim s at im proving th e  h e alth  of Europe an citize ns and 

at incre asing th e  com pe titive ne ss of Europe an h e alth  relate d 

industrie s and busine sse s, boosting th e ir innovative  capacity. At th e  

sam e  tim e  it addre sse s global h e alth  issue s such  as ide ntification and 

pre ve ntion of e m e rging e pide m ics. 'H e alth ' is divide d into th re e  m ain 

activitie s. 

Sim ilar to pre vious Fram e w ork  Program m e s, th e re  are  lik ely to be  

significant opportunitie s for biom e dical re se arch e rs in oth e r th e m atic 

are as and in th e  'Pe ople ' program m e . (ed)

 

Th e  th re e  activity are as  of th e  ‘H e alth ’ program m e :
Biote ch nology, ge ne ric tools and m e dical te ch nologie s for 
h um an h e alth
H igh -th rough put re se arch
De te ction, diagnosis and m onitoring
Pre dicting suitability, safe ty and e fficacy of th e rapie s
Innovative  th e rape utic approach e s and inte rve ntions
Translating re se arch  for h um an h e alth
Inte grating biological data and proce sse s including large  scale  data 
gath e ring and syste m s biology
Re se arch  on th e  brain and brain relate d dise ase s, h um an 
developm e nt and age ing
Translational re se arch  in infe ctious dise ase s
Translational re se arch  in m ajor dise ase s, including cance r, 
cardiovascular dise ase , diabe te s and obe sity, rare  dise ase s and 
oth e r ch ronic dise ase s such  as rh e um atoid dise ase s
Optim ising th e  de live ry of h e alth  care  to Europe an citize ns
Translating clinical re se arch  outcom e  into clinical practice
Quality, e fficie ncy and solidarity of h e alth  care  syste m s including 
transitional h e alth  care  syste m s
Enh ance d dise ase  pre ve ntion and be tte r use  of m e dicine s
Appropriate  use  of ne w  h e alth  th e rapie s and te ch nologie s

Furth e r as pe cts  in FP7 inte re s ting for biom e dical re s e arch e rs :

Th e m e  2 - Food, Agriculture  and Biote ch nology
Anim al h e alth
Die t relate d dise ase s and disorde rs
Nutrition, h e alth  be ne fits of food and die ts
Th e m e  3 - Inform ation Com m unication Te ch nology
Applications re se arch  on ICT for h e alth , diagnostics and tre atm e nt
Th e m e  4 - Nanoscie nce , Nanote ch nologie s, Mate rials and ne w  
Production Te ch nologie s
Applications re se arch  in nano-m e dicine , ne w  m ate rials, im pacts on 
h e alth
Th e m e  6 - Environm e nt
Clim ate  ch ange , pollution and risk s: e nvironm e nt and h e alth  risk s
Th e m e  8 - Socioe conom ics and H um anitie s 
De m ograph ic ch ange : age ing and m igration, h e alth  and q uality of 
life

Carolin Aue r
Me dical Unive rsity of Graz, Austria
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/264.h tm lAu
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M arie  Curie  W ork s h op Ce le brating Nik ola Te sla

Octobe r 7-11, 2006, Z agre b &  Be lgrade

2006 m ark s th e  150th  annive rsary of th e  birth  of Nik ola Te sla (1856-

19 43), one  of th e  w orld's gre at inve ntors in th e  fields of ph ysics, 

ele ctricity, m agne tism  and m e ch anical e ngine e ring. H is pate nts and 

th e ore tical w ork s form  th e  basis of m ode rn alte rnating curre nt (AC) 

ele ctric pow e r syste m s, including th e  polyph ase  pow e r distribution 

syste m s and th e  asynch ronous m otor, m ark ing th e  daw n of th e  

Se cond Industrial Revolution.Th is annive rsary is of spe cial national 

im portance  in Se rbia and in Croatia: Nik ola Te sla w as an e th nic Se rb 

born in Croatia. Th e  Se rbian and Croatian gove rnm e nts th e re fore  

initiate d a joint e ve nt to com m e m orate  Nik ola Te sla. W ork sh ops h eld 

unde r th e  auspicie s of th e  Europe an Com m ission w ill be  organise d in 

Z agre b and Belgrade  from  Octobe r 7-11, 2006. Com m issione r Jane z 

Potočnik  sh all tak e  part in both  ve nue s, giving h is support to th is 

joint e ve nts. About 100 Marie  Curie  fellow s and stude nts from  Se rbia 

and Croatia are  e xpe cte d to participate . (Ne w s provide d by Ivan 

Vide novic, Ministry of Scie nce  and Environm e ntal Prote ction.)

Th e  de taile d plan and prelim inary program m e  can be  found at 

w w w .m ntr.sr.gov.yu/Marie Curie 2006 and

w w w .h atz.h r/Marie Curie 2006

W e s tbalk an Scie nce  Day

Nove m be r 13, 2006, Vie nna, Austria

An inform ation and ne tw ork ing day for RTD in th e  W e ste rn Balk an 

countrie s w ill be  h eld on Nove m be r 13, 2006 at th e  Unive rsity of 

Vie nna. Invite d are  re se arch e rs and re se arch  m anage rs from  Austria 

and th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s. Th e  aim s are  to e stablish  and 

prom ote  ne tw ork ing activitie s (partne ring), as w ell as to stre ngth e n 

e xisting coope rations be tw e e n re se arch e rs from  Austria and th e  

W e ste rn Balk an countrie s for furth e r re se arch  activitie s.

Th e  Scie nce  Day conce ntrate s on th re e  th e m atic dom ains: 

< Social Scie nce s

< Econom ics and Busine ss Adm inistration 

< Inform ation Socie ty Te ch nologie s (IST)

Th e  m orning se ssion provide s inform ation about funding possibilitie s 

at national and Europe an level. Th e  k e ynote  spe e ch  w ill be  give n by 

Mr. Erh ard Buse k , coordinator of th e  Stability Pact. Th e  afte rnoon is 

re se rve d for ne tw ork ing and for de veloping ne w  proje ct ide as and 

future  coope rations in e ach  of th e  th re e  th e m atic w ork sh ops.

Th e  e ve nt is organise d by th e  Austrian Scie nce  and Re se arch  Liaison 

Office s Sofia and Ljubljana, th e  Unive rsity of Vie nna, th e  Austrian 

Re se arch  Prom otion Age ncy, W US-Austria, SEE-ERA.NET and 

supporte d by th e  Austrian Fe de ral Ministry of Education, Scie nce  and 

Culture .

“W h y inve s t in Scie nce  in South  Eas te rn Europe ?”

Se pte m be r 28-29 , 2006, Ljubljana, Slove nia

... is th e  title  of an inte rnational confe re nce  organise d jointly by th e  

UNESCO Office  in Ve nice , th e  Slove nian Ministry of H igh e r Education, 

Scie nce  and Te ch nology and th e  Austrian Scie nce  and Re se arch  

Liaison Office s. Th e  e ve nt tak e s place  in Ljubljana on Se pte m be r 28 

and 29 , 2006. Th e  confe re nce  w ill provide  th e  k now le dge  base  for 

policy-m ak e rs to im prove  allocation of funds for inve stm e nts in 

scie nce  and re se arch  and to ide ntify accom panying m e asure s w h ich  

w ill le ad to e nh ance d socio-e conom ic de velopm e nt in South  East 

Europe an countrie s as w ell as in oth e r parts of th e  w orld.

Th e  confe re nce  w ill conve ne  for tw o days and discussions w ill be  

organise d in four se ssions:

1. Scie nce , Innovation and W e alth  Ge ne ration: State  of th e  Art and 

'be st practice s'

2. Globalisation vs. Marginalisation of Innovation Syste m s in SEE: 

Country Pe rspe ctive s

3. Inte rnational Co-ope ration and Exte rnal Assistance  for Scie nce  and 

Innovation Syste m s in SEE

4. H igh -level Round Table : Scie nce  and Innovation Policie s in SEE 

Pre se ntations w ill be  done  by Com m issione r Jane z Potočnik , Assistant 

Dire ctor-Ge ne ral at th e  UNESCO W alte r Erdele n, m iniste rs and 

sch olars from  th e  SEE 

countrie s and around 

th e  w orld.

h ttp://w w w .aso.zsi.at/en /slo/ve ranst
altung/1765.h tm l
Contact: Iulia Ne ch ifor, Slavi Krusic, 
Miro Polze r
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/ne w s/283.h tm l
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s h ttp://w w w .aso.zsi.at/e n/slo/ve ranstal
tung/1742.h tm l
Contact: Andre a C. Mayr
ASO Coordinating Office  at th e  Ce ntre  
for Social Innovation
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Six ne w  W alk - in Inte rne t Ce ntre s  for th e  Unive rs ity of 
M onte ne gro

Th e  Austrian De velopm e nt Age ncy (ADA), th e  Austrian Em bassy, th e  

Ministry of Education and Scie nce  of th e  Re public of Monte ne gro and 

th e  Unive rsity of Monte ne gro signe d an agre e m e nt on July 28, 2006 

for th e  e stablish m e nt of six w alk -in Inte rne t ce ntre s for th e  

Unive rsity of Monte ne gro. Th e  e xisting Inte rne t ce ntre  in Podgorica 

w ill be  re novate d and additionally four ne w  Inte rne t ce ntre s in 

Podgorica, Kotor, Ce tinje , Bijelo Polje  and Nik šić w ill be  e stablish e d. 

Th is initiative  unde rline s th e  Austrian e fforts to h elp th e  Monte ne grin 

nation in im proving its H igh e r Education syste m  in accordance  w ith  

EU standards. (Ne w s provide d by Sre te n Šk ule tic, Unive rsity of 

Monte ne gro.)

Potocnik  in Se rbia

In a h igh -level m e e ting in Belgrade  on July 14, 2006, Jane z Potočnik , 

th e  EU Com m issione r for Scie nce  and Re se arch  and Ale k sandar 

Popović, Ministe r of Scie nce  of Se rbia w e re  discussing th e  ope ning-up 

of EU funds in re se arch  for th e  Se rbian scie ntific com m unity. 

“Integration is an am bitious goal, but re search  is th e  k e y tool for 

realising it. Th is is a field th at opens m any doors and w e  now  ne ed 

to focus on th e  im portance  of re search  in orde r to ach ieve  th is 

goal”, says Potočnik , w h o also asse rte d h is pe rsonal com m itm e nt and 

full support for th e  Se rbian scie ntific com m unity.

http://www.mntr.sr.gov.yu/MarieCurie2006
http://www.hatz.hr/MarieCurie2006
http://www.aso.zsi.at/de/slo/veranstaltung/1765.html
http://www.aso.zsi.at/de/slo/veranstaltung/1742.html
http://see-science.eu/news/283.html
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Im print
Th e  'Inform ation Office  of th e  Ste e ring Platform  on Re se arch  for th e  W e ste rn Balk an Countrie s' (se e -scie nce .e u) is co-funde d by th e  Europe an 
Com m unity's Program m e  for Spe cific Inte rnational Scie ntific Coope ration Activitie s [h ttp://cordis.e uropa.e u/inco/h om e _e n.h tm l (INCO)] 
unde r th e  6th  Fram e w ork  Program m e  for Re se arch  and Te ch nological Developm e nt (Contract Num be r: 031770).
Th e  sole  re sponsibility for th e  conte nt of th is e Journal lie s w ith  th e  auth ors. It doe s not re pre se nt th e  opinion of th e  Europe an Com m unity. 
Th e  Europe an Com m unity is not re sponsible  for any use  th at m ay be  m ade  of th e  inform ation containe d th e re in.

Subscription &  re ce nt issue s available  at h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/e journal/list
Editors: Florian Grube r and Elk e  Dall
Layout: Maroš Kollár
Proof Re ading: Angelik a Grube r
Contact: office @ se e -scie nce .e u

M ode rnis ation of Scie nce  Policy and M anage m e nt Approach e s  in Ce ntral and South  Eas t Europe

Th is book , publish e d 2005, is th e  re sult of joint e fforts of a m ajority of th e  participants in th e  NATO Advance d Training Course  

'Mode rnisation of Scie nce  Manage m e nt Approach e s in Ce ntral and South  East Europe ' th at w as h eld on Nove m be r 28-29 , 2003 in 

Ljubljana, Slove nia. Th e  article s in th is publication are  base d on th e  pre se ntations give n by th e  participants, w ith  additional 

studie s in th e  first th re e  ch apte rs th at de al w ith  th e  situation of scie nce  in th is part of Europe .

Kobal, Edvard, Slavo Radose vic (e ds.): Mode rnisation of Scie nce  Policy and 

Manage m e nt Approach e s in Ce ntral and South  East Europe . NATO Scie nce  Se rie s, 

Se rie s V: Scie nce  and Te ch nology Policy - Vol. 48, IOS Pre ss, 2005.

Re s e arch  and De ve lopm e nt in South  Eas t Europe

Th e  Austrian ‘Ge sellsch aft zur Förde rung de r Forsch ung’ (GFF) publish e d a book  on 'Re se arch  and De velopm e nt in South  East 

Europe ' – base d on a collaborative  re se arch  proje ct w h ich  pursue d th e  obje ctive s to ide ntify stre ngth s and w e ak ne sse s in th e  R & D 

structure  of national innovation syste m s in South  East Europe  (Albania, Bosnia and H e rze govina, Bulgaria, Croatia, FYR of 

Mace donia, Monte ne gro and Se rbia including Kosovo/UNMIK and Rom ania) and to link  th e  inform ation to th e  Austrian innovation 

syste m  and its curre nt activitie s tow ards th e  re gion.

Ge sellsch aft zur Förde rung de r Forsch ung (e d.): Re se arch  and De velopm e nt in South  

East Europe . Ne ue r W isse nsch aftlich e r Ve rlag, W ie n/Graz, 2006.

Copie s of th is book  can be  orde re d at 
h ttp://w w w .book sonline .iospre ss.nl/Co
nte nts/SSSH 2Book /Book Se rie sVolum e Con
te nts.aspx?bsid=1& vid=48
ISBN: 1-58603-517-7

Li
nk

s

National RTD program m e s  for South e as t Europe

Th is study provide s an analysis on th e  RTD program m e s of th e  SEE-ERA.NET partne r countrie s. Main conce rn is th e  analysis of th e  

applie d m anage m e nt m e ch anism s and th e  available  funding tools, from  th e  activitie s on both  th e  national and th e  m ultilate ral 

level. From  th e  re sulting 'be st practice s' conclusions are  pre se nte d on h ow  to 

de velop prom ising approach e s for future  coope ration.

H inse nk am p, Maria, e t al.: National RTD Program m e s for South e ast Europe  -

A Com parative  Sum m ary Re port. SEE-ERA.NET publication, Z agre b, De ce m be r 2005.

Scie nce , Te ch nology and Econom ic De ve lopm e nt in South  Eas te rn Europe

Th e  UNESCO Office  in Ve nice  launch e d its Scie nce  Policy Se rie s w ith  a study e ntitle d 'Scie nce , Te ch nology and Econom ic 

De velopm e nt in South  East Europe '. Th e  five  countrie s conce rne d are : Albania, Bosnia and H e rze govina, Croatia, FYR of 

Mace donia, and Se rbia and Monte ne gro. Th e  publication unde rline s th e  urge nt ne e d for de cision m ak e rs to tak e  ste ps ne ce ssary to 

e nsure  th at scie nce  and te ch nology re gain a le ading role  in national developm e nt strate gie s as a k e y ele m e nt for th e  inte gration 

of conce rne d countrie s into th e  k now le dge  base d socie ty.

Uvalić, Milica: Scie nce , Te ch nology and Econom ic De velopm e nt in South  Easte rn 

Europe . UNESCO Scie nce  Policy Se rie s, Volum e  Nr. 1, UNESCO Ve nice  Office , 2005.

A pdf ve rsion of th is te xt can be  
dow nloade d via: 
h ttp://se e -e ra.ne t/doc/im portant 
(for fre e )
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A pdf ve rsion of th is te xt can be  
dow nloade d via:
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/link /269 .h tm l
(for fre e )
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Copie s of th is book  can be  orde re d via 
th e  publish ing h ouse : 
Ne ue r W isse nsch aftlich e r Ve rlag 
office @ nw v.at
ISBN: 3-7083-0377-6
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