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Editorial

D ear readers,

This is the first edition of thie eJournallof the ‘Inform ation
Office of the Steering Phtform on Research for the
Western Ballan Countries'. This pub Bcation w il provide a
basis for information and opinion exchange. Further
information can be found on our projectwebsit
htip://see-science .eu. 1 woull ke to strong¥ encourage
alour readers to participate in the discussions by proMding
inform ation, com menting on articks and sending us your
opinions. The specific section 'Rtters to the editor’ wilbe
resened for your input

This issue aims at prouding in-depth inform ation on the
hunch of the Steering Phtform and its aims. It features an
artick on internationall cooperation in the 7t European
Fram ew ork Programme for RTD (pg- 3) and aBo inclides a
speciallfocus on the thematic fie Bl of Healh " (pg- 8). We
haw contributions from SEE-ERA.NET, which informs about
the current project activities and George Bonas who
reports on the ongoing IPA initiative (pg- 4 and 5). Inger-
Ann UBtin from Norway proMdes a summary of the
Norwegian initiatives towards the Westrn Ballans and
Anne Blese Stok bska gives an overview on the achiexements
of the Austrian EU-Presidency. We haw the Abanian
Ministry of Edcuation and Science sharing their insight on
the Abanian S T systtm in the ‘country profil® and the
eJournall summer 06 is rounded off by ewent and book
announcem ents.

We bok forward to a he ¥ diabgue on the topics of S T in
the Western Ballans and the European Union!

ENe Dall
Proje ctManager of the Inform ation O ffice
see-science .eu
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Launching the
Steering Platform on
Research

At the HRunching ewent of the Steering Phtform on Research for
Western Ballan Countries’, in Menna on June 26, 2006, Com m issione r
Potocnik setthe tone for the rol of the Steering Pltform which BRes
in strengthening cooperation in science and tchnobgy (S T)
between the Westrn Ballan countries (WBCs) and the European
Union. He was supported on his views by Austrian Science Minister
Elsabeth Gehrer and allde Bgates present.

| SRR

More than just inform ation exchange, the Stering Phtform aims t
be a charing house for ideas and joint activities, intensifying the
work aleady underway since the 2003 EU-Ballan Countries Action
PHhn in Science and Tech no bgy.

The Steering Phtform aims at going beyond the 7t European
Fram ew ork Programme for RTD (FP7) by creating synergies with other

stakehoBers e.g. the Pre-accession Funds (IPA). Therefore
Comm issioner Potocnik calld on the representatives of the Western
Ballan countries as we las on the Member States t active ¥ involle
themse Lbes in this process. Regarding contextual topics of mutual
interest, a bt of good ideas came up. Whilk some of them require
discussion in projects such as SEE-ERA.NET or ERA Westhallan, others
are we B positioned t® be taken up by the Steering Phtform,
especiall those of a more poltical and stratgic nature. In the
working sessions, a majority of participants conclided that it was
time t reflkcton the working modalties of the Phtform and agreed
that a mission statment and a work phn for the Stering Phtform
are required. The discussion on the mission staement is inidatd in

te artick on the next f& to inform ation regarding tie Runch:
htp://see-science eu/new s/105.h tm 1
to a transcript of Mr. Potocnik s
speech: htip://see-

science .eu/doc/106 h tm 1
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Letters to the editor

We cordia® invite you
commenttie eJournall
summer 06 through Btiers to
the editor, which willbe

pub Bshed in the nextissue
and posting comments to the
respe ctive on Ine \ersions
when bgged in (app ¥ for an
accountwah ttp://see -
science .eu).

II_C' .'.:‘(' SCiEs
Etke Dall

Furtherm ore, the Inform ation
Office currentW prepares
Country Reports"on the
situation of S Tin the
Western Ballans th atw i Hbe
proMded to the Steering
Phtform in autumn this year.
We are boking for expert
reMewers of these
documents, ifyou wou i ke
to contribute t this task,

p Rase contactMs.ENe Dall
atdal® zsi.at.

news from the platform summer 06

Mission Statement Under Construction

During the process of dewe bping a mission stattment, alstakehoMers shoull hawe the possibilty to put
forw ard ideas and suggestions. In order to de\e bp the discussion further, tie draft statement prepared by
the Inform ation Office requires inputs from you:

The Steering Phtform on Research for the Western Ballan Countries’interacts betveen the Western
Ballan countries, the EU Mem ber States and state s associated to the European Framew ork Program me for
RTD and the European Com m ission as a discussion forum , a ckaring h ouse for jointide as and activitie s
and amutual utilsed know -h ow and inform ation transfer centre . Itis the main think tank t deallw ith
European, mu ki kte ralland re gionallissues of S T pollcies in tie Western Ballan countries. In t is spirit, it
continues and intensifies the progress achieved under the EU-Ballan countries Action Phn in Science and
Technobgy".

The bi-regionalldiabgue under the Stering Phtform wilaBo:
De\e bp, prom ote, organise and structure the participation oftie Western Ballan countries in FP7 and
other research progranmes
Faciltate the ide ntification and the prioritisation of com m on research areas ofm utuallinte restand
bene fit
Faciltate the uptake and use ofresearch and innovation activitie s, m onitor pe rform ance and e ffe cts of
inte rnationalS T coope ration across th e Spe cific Program m es of FP7
Kind ¥ post your comments on the website http://see-science .eu/news/111.htm Bor address them directl

t Ms. Ele Dall dal®zsi.at. Inform ation about the resubls wi KBus Sahuch and ENe Dal

be availb B in future meetings and through this newsBter. Centre for Sociallnnovation, Austria
http://see-science eu/org/29 htm 1

View from the European Commission: Possible Actions

'"Hrom whatwe haw Barned so far, priority action in the WBCs appears necessary in four different areas,
w ith out indicating any priority or spe cific action at th is stage , as folbw s:

Generallaw are ness actions: rol ofresearch pollcy;how to design an integrated research pollicy; Inks

with other EU polcies; Lisbon strate gy;

Be ne fits of co BRborative research ; association to FP7; m apping; se tting priorities;

H um an resources: faciltatt m ovementofresearchers; attractbestresearchers; and

Infrastructure : im prove research capacity (Bboratories, institutes, equipment).
Giwen the fact that research requires substantialimvestments, it is clar tiat allthe abow objectiwes
cannot be achieved without creating synergies between research programme funding and other EU financial
instruments such as the Pre-accession Funds (IPA).

Coordination of actions w ith other stakeh oBers shou Bl aBo active ¥ be pursued. This is in the firstphce the
case with the S T pollcies for WBCs from the Member statts and candidatt countries but aBo other
stakehoBers such as the Stabillty Pact for South Eastern Europe ; the COST or the Eureka programmes are to
be partofthese coordinating e fforts.

In addition, itshou B be considered how research can contribute and faciltat the reallsation of tie overall
po Htcallobjectives such as com plance with acquis com m unautaire ; adm inistrative capacity builling and
institutionalstabi ity ."

This text is an extract of tie paper distributed by the representatives of tie European Comm ission as a
back ground paper atthe firstmeeting of the Steering Phtform in Menna, June 26, 2006.

i¥| to the background document

f= htip://see-science eu/doc/273htm I

Bl hrovided by: Tania Friederich s
htp://see-science eu/users/161htm I
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International Cooperation in FP7

During the nextyears, from 2007 to 2013, the 7t
European HFHamework Progranme for Research,
Technobgicall Dexe bpment and Dem onstration
(FP7) willbe the key instrument of the European
Commission to further deve bp the European
Research Area (ERA). Itis focused on reaching the
Lisbon targets, thus strengthening Europe’s
com pe titive ness and econom ic grow th by inwesting in research and
science .

In order to become the ™ ost competitive and dynam ic know Bdge-
driven economy by 2010, a strong and coherent international
rese arch ttchnobgy pollcy will be necessary. Therefore,
fostering the internationaldimension in FP7 is a cruciallissue and

and

summer 06

Inte rnationa Bcoope ration is envisaged main in the Programmes
‘Coope ration”: inte rnationa Bcoope ration in spe cific them atic
research areas
‘Peop B’ inte rnationallm easure s to prom ote hum an resources
‘Capacities”: h orizonta Blsupport actions for inte rnationall
coope ration

(refer © box be bw for m ore inform ation).

Steps were aBo taken t enhance the participation in FP7. In the
Commission Staff Working Document ‘SimpHication in the 7t
Framework Programme® the autiors dexebp a set of concret
measures for the faciltation of the processes. An im portant measure
conce rning internationall cooperation is a charer and more user-

friend ¥ sty B of inform ation m ate riallfor be tier accessibilty © non-
spe cialsts and first-tim e app lcants.

com bines tw o obje ctives:

Support Europe an com pe titive ne ss th rough strate gic partne rsh ips
with third countries in se Bcted research areas and th rough
attracting top qualty researchers from these countries for
conducting research in Europe

Address spe cific prob Em s th at th ird countries face or thathaw a
gbballch aracter, on the basis of m utuallinterestand m utuallbe ne fit

Further Inform ation: h ttp://cordis.e uropa.eu/fp7/

Eve Ina Santa
Austrian Research Prom otion Age ncy
http://see-science eu/users/123htm I

S T cooperation will aBo be used to reinforce the Community’s
externallre Rtions and other re Bxantpollcy areas.

International Cooperation in the Specific Programme ‘Cooperation’:

1. ABactivities carried outin the nine them atic areas are open to researchers and research institutions from the Western Ballans

2. Spe cific coope ration actions in each them atic area are dedicated to third countries in case of m utuallinte restin coope ration on particu kr
topics, such as

-Healh: pandemics, gbbabheal issues, ADS, etc. (see further inform ation on page 8)

- Energy: measures toreach tie milnnium deve bpmentgoaB, environm e ntallconsequences ofenergy polcies, e tc.

- Environment clm ate change, biodiversity, dese rtification, e tc.

International Cooperation in the Specific Programme ‘People’:

As a fundam entallcom ponent of hum an resources in Ri D in Europe, inte rnationalcooperation is addressed th rough dedicatd actions in
ttrms of

1. Career dee bpment measures for researchers from EU member statts and associattd countries, such as ‘outgoing international
fe Bwships' with mandatory return and return and inte rnationalre inte gration grants” for experienced researchers after an inte rnational
m obi Hy e xpe rie nce

2. Strength e ning inte rnationa Bcoope ration th rough ‘incom ing inte rnationa Ife Mbw sh ips” to attract h igh ¥-qualfied th ird-country researchers
to Member States and through partnerships between sexerallresearch organisations in Europe and one or more organisations in countries
covered by the European neigh bourh ood pollcy and countriesw ith which the EUhasan S Tagreement

International Cooperation in the Specific Programme ‘Capacities’:

The internationaldim e nsion in th is program m e is supporte d \a spe cific action Enes for inte rnationa lcoope ration, wh ich inclide:

1. Regionalde finition of core issues and strate gies for scie ntific-te ch no bgica Icoope ration

2. Strength e ning and upgrading of partne rsh ips for S T coope ration inc biding structurallmeasures and ne tw orks

3. Supporting the coordination of nationalstrate gies and m easures for internationallS. T coope ration, incliding e va liation of th e e fficie ncy
of ongoing bikte ralinitiative s

N0 RN D WO N T = page 3


http://see-science.eu/users/123.html

see-science.eu ejournal :: initiatives

G. Bonas: Update on IPA Initiative

Background

Since the adoption of the EU - Ballan countries
Action Phn in S T"in 2003 and in e\ery meeting
or conference involing S T pollcy makers of the
Western Ballan countries (WBCs) and of EU
Member States, the CARDS Programme has been
_ identified as one of the most im portant sources
th at cou Bl provide funding for the im p kmentation
of the Action Phn and more specificall for the
renew all of infrastructure . § owe\er, until today such support from
CARDS has not occurred. There are severallreasons for this situation,
among which we can state: the absence of S T in the priority fie Hs
of intenention for CARDS, the timid support from representatiwes of

the EU Member States in the CARDS Comm itiee and, hst but not

Bast, tie hck of adequate demand from the WBCs for such projects
(with the exception of Serbia).

Currentl the CARDS Programme for tie WBCs is coming to an end
and the European Union is finallsing a new dee bpment aid scheme
in Ine with the European Neighborhood Pollcy: the Instrument for
Pre -Acce ssion (IPA).

The Instrument for Pre-Accession

The regu lktions for the new instrument (IPA), which willcover the
period 2007-2013, are being finallsed. Exven if S T is not anong the
main objectives of IPA, support o S T re hted activities cou il be

enuvsaged. This significant change is the resulk of the dynamics that

hawe been created th rough :

The adoption of the Action Phn th atexp Icith m akes reference
the necessity to use CARDS as a possib B source for the financial
supportofits goaB. Subsequentmeetings and conferences
conso ldated this need.

The formalrequestto CARDS from Serbia for S T re hted activitie s
and the backing of this requestby m inisters of EU Mem ber States,
who sentsupport Btters.

The SEE-ERA.NET project th at addre ssed particu br atte ntion t©
th is issue and proceeded to spe cific contacts w ith officiak from the
Europe an Com m ission.

However, exen if in princip # support for S T re hted activities cou B
be envsaged in IPA, the im p Bmentation of such activities willm ain ¥
depend on the folbw ing:

Rrst, formallrequests need t be addressed by the country concerned

and negotiated with the European Commission. If a WBC does not

inchide S T re hted activitie s in its nationallprioritie s, noth ing can be
done . As mentioned abowe, Serbia presented a request under CARDS.
If a similkr request were re-iterattd under IPA, there woull be
significant chances for a positive repl¥. This coull pawe the way for
equivalntactivities in other W BCs.

In addition, it willdepend on the understanding of what type of

summer 06

activities coul be supported. These coull for exampk inclide
infrastructure renewall (in trms of kboratory equipment and/or
construction) and possib¥ some soft actions (e.g. studies/re-
organisation of the research systtms), but not support t research
itse F.

Since envronment, sustainab B de\e bpment, trade, etc. willmost
probab ¥ remain among the main goaBk of IPA, the possibilles for
dual use”’ equipments need to be inwstigattd (¢e.g. a hboratory
equipped for environmentalmeasures which can aBo be used for
research purposes). In any case, chbse contacts with the European
Com m ission services in the WBCs are necessary in order to propose
acce ptab B topics and we Bstructured projects.

Conclusions / Recommendations

It is reasonab} to be ke that S T re hted activities in the WBCs
coul be supporttd through IPA. As this support is in princip ¥
accepted from the side of the Commission and of the EU Member
States, the main effort and responsibilty BEes in the hands of the
WBCs: the need t formu bhte re Bxantrequests.

To achieve success, the folbwing steps are important for tte S T
pollcy makers and adm inistrators in the W BCs:

1. lde ntification of th e nationallauth orities and persons who are
responsib B for the de finition of th e nationalpriorities tow ards IPA
2. Form u ktion and subm ission of ade quate topics t the
aforem entioned auth orities, to be taken into accountwhen
proposing and ne gotiating th e activities considered for the country
with the Com m ission senvices

The SEE-ERA.NET project and moreover the recenth Hhunched
Steering Phtform cou B be supportive in this process, acting as a
forum for the exchange of experiences and best practices among the
WBCs as we M as through focused and coordinattd intenentions
towards the European Commission services and the EU Member
States, wherever necessary.

George Bonas

GenerallS cre tariat for Research and
Technobgy, Ministry of De\e bpment,
Greece

http://see-science eu/users/144 htm I

Latest News: IPA officially adopted

European ParBament adopttd a fawurab B opinion on the
Instrum ent for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA) on Jul¥ 6, 2006 in
Strasbourg; on Ju¥ 17, 2006 it has aBo been adopted by the EU
Council which means that this instrumenthas now been official¥
adopted by the European Union

For the fu Mdocum entwsith ttp://see-science .eu/ Ink /260.h tm 1
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Calling for RTD Cooperation in the
Western Balkan Countries

In summer 2006 most of the SEE-ERA.NET partners comm itted
themse bes t a first Pibt Joint Cal for Research ProposaBk’. This
pibt initiative increases RTD networking between research
institutions and uninersities of at BRast 11 European countries
incliding alW estern Ballan countries. The Calw ilbe open between
Nowem ber 2006 and March 2007 and pub Bshed under h ttp://www see-
era.net. The assessmentof the project proposal wilbe dedicated to
scie ntific e xce Bnce .

The SEE-ERA.NET project

The Southeast European Era-Net (SEE-ERA.NET) is a networking
project of RTD funding ministries and agencies. AN of the
co Bborating institutions run nationa® funded programmes that are
dedicattd t (bikteral RTD coBhboration with Westtrn Ballan
countries. SEE-ERA.NET aims at intrlnking these existing RTD
programmes, for exam p B, by hunching joint cal® for RTD proposaB.
The owerall objective of this project is the dewe bpment of a
sustainab B systtm for improvng the intgration of research
institutions from the Westrn Ballan countries into the European
Research Area. This is supporttd by the European
Com m ission under FP6.

initiative

“In this project we want especiall to builll on the akeady existing
research potntialin the Western Balan countries. The bikterall
S T rehtionships represent a significant potential for the
estab Ishment of the European Research Area”, says Peter B. Mayr,
SEE-ERA.NET coordinator from the Centre for Sociall Innovation (ZSl)
in Austria.

Researching the RTD situation

In the beginning of the project a thorough assessment of tie RTD
situation in the Western Ballan countries was conducted:

- The nationa® funded programmes in the Western Ballan partner
countrieswere externall exaliated by the Croatian ho Pilkr
Institute .

- A study aboutthe nationalRTD program mes w as conducted by Maria
f insenkam p on beh alFofthe NationalOffice ofResearch and
Technobgy (NKTH ) in H ungary .

- Prof. Millca Una € from the Uninersity of Perugia, al, conducted a
scie ntific study on the nationallsysttms ofresearch in the Western
Ballan countries in joint co Bboration w ith researchers from the
Centre for Sociallnnovation (ZSI) and e xpe rts from the Sbwenian
Ministry ofHi igher Education, Science and Te ch no bgy (MK EST).

summer 06

-Furthermore the MH EST pub Bshed a study on the RTD needs of the
Western Ballan countries.
-And, final¥, a clistering of the akeady funded bilkte rallproje cts by
the Bu barian Ministry of Education and Science aimed at the
m apping of e xisting co Bkboration pote ntiallin the region.
The resulls of these studies contribute t the future p hns of the SEE-
ERA.NET consortium . For exampl, tiey willhe b t find the funding
regu ltions for the upcom ing Joint Cal® for ProposaB’. Furtherm ore,
the findings high Igh £d capacity prob Bms in the region such as the
hck of RTD infrastructrure and management potntialas we B as
differences in project proposallevalbiation systtms of the indivdual
countries.

The Pilot Joint Call for Proposals

4“'ﬁ|is caBwilbe a mikstone
gL for aMparties involled. It is a

This first Joint Ca lfor Research
Proposa Bk is a Pibtactivity.

8 first step towards more
\targeted funding for more
. e T = _lresearc institutions. And, the

internationallsation aspect with the support of small but
mukibhteralresearch projects, we open the door t new ideas and
bigger projects under FP7 or other RTD funding bodies.

Whatwe Barned by now is that SEE-ERA.NET is alabout trust. Ifwe
can prowe to our internalldecision m akers th at this Pi bt Joint Calis
successfullwe hawe made a first, im portant step to test the tecinical
aspects of the new cooperation between the colbborating funding
agencies and ministries”, mentions Petr B. Mayr, SEE-ERA.NET
coordinator.

The budget for this first calw ilbe around 800,000 EUR to 900,000
EUR with funding in three them atic areas.

An external Central Administrative Body' will be

responsib B for the adm inistration of the process. The evaliation of
the project proposaB will be done extrnall by intrnationalW
respe cted scientists.

The members of SEE-ERA.NET aim through these activities at
contributing to the emerging wider European Research Area and at
strengthening the colkborations of the scientific com m unities w ith in
Europe .

e Fbrian Gruber
= Centre for Socialllnnovation, Austria
. http://see-science .eu/users/114.htm 1

page 5


http://see-science.eu/users/114.html

see-science.eu ejournal :: initiatives summer 06

Featured: Education and Research in the WBCs - Priorities during the
LLGHIELESEEE TR Austrian EU-Presidency

The website is for registred
users and passw ord-
protected. The internallsite
offers a directory (who is

wh o) and a docum e nt se nAce
(up bad of re hvant
documents for S T polcies).
Interested parties can app ¥

Austria has tried hard to meet the expectations of her partners in the Western Ballan
countries re hted to the Austrian EU CouncillPresidency. This aBo applles to the fie Bs of
education, science and research .
After extensive preparations, a num ber of mee tings, conferences and w ork sh ops tok p hce
| in the first halF of 2006 which allogether brought abng at Bast two memorab# and
h ope fu ¥ sustainab B actions:

for an account for see- Ministers from W estern Ballan nations metin Mienna over the pastmonths o agree upon an
science eu, members of the . . . . ..
Steering PRtform hawe been Education Pactw ith the EU. As of 2007, countries of tie Western Ballan willbe ab B to participat as equal
pre-registered by the partners in the EU’s Life- bng Learning Programme .

Infor_m ation Office w ith ) As to research , the European Com m ission and the Austrian EU CouncillPreside ncy jointh hunched a Steering
iﬁzc\:\/aelsjiet; ?)r;?e?:CESS e PRtform for strengthening research cooperation betveen the Western Ballan countries and the EU within
com prefiensive ways o the framework of the European Research Area (ERA).
search (a fu Btextsearch, Moreover Minister Gehrer forwarded a joint Btier to the European Com mission signed by the Ministers of
possibilities t brow se by Education and Research of the pre-accession countries which stressed the im portance of giving e ducation
country focus and between . Lo

and research sufficientpriority in the IPA.

the entries of personal
contacts, organisations, We Htaibred activities in the fie s of education and research

Anne Bese Stok hska

p—
S

docum ents and Enks). will certainy contribue t supporting tie Western Balan [ geégenglgr:glsctaymfcr)g Egﬂggti]:n,
= ,

You can ako app for a Countries” integration into the ewen wider European http://see-science eu/users/126.htm I

contributor accountand . . . .
pub Bsh dire ct¥ or send any Know Bdge Area and t un bcking the pote ntia lof th is re gion.

targe te d inform ation wh ich
youwou i ke to dissem inate en= mm
(office @ see -Science £u). Norway’s S&T Initiatives towards the Western Balkan
Rurtherm ore, each item

pub Bshed on the site is open

The Norwegian Cooperation Programme with the Westrn Ballan countries (A bania,
Bosnia-H e rze goMna, Croatia, FYR of Mace donia and Serbia-Mont ne gro) in Research and
i igh e r Education.

Norway and the Western Ballan countries haw been cooperating in the fie Bs of research
% and higher education since the year 2000. The programmes are managed by the Research
Councill of Norway and the Norwegian Centre for Internationall Cooperation in Higher
~ Education (SW), which has signed an agreement with the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs for th is activity.

forcomments.We hope the
website prowes use fu lto
enhance the mutuall

exch ange of inform ation on
issues of § T in and for the
Western Ballan countries.

The cooperation has been organised in tw o programmes:

Phase 1: 2000-2004: 80 m i Mon NOK (1€=prox 8 NOK) were albcated to proje cts focusing on socia Iscie nce ,
hnguage, solitions for e nvironm e ntallprob Bm s and high e r e ducation.

Phase 2: 2006-2009 h as a totaBlbudge tof 75 m i Mon NOK. The objective of the cooperation is to initiate,
de\e bp and fund co Bboration between unive rsities, unive rsity co B ges and research institutions in the
Western Ballans and corre sponding Norw e gian institutions. Proje cts funded by this programme w il
contribute to im proving com pe tence and builling capacity atresearch institutions and institutions of
higher education in the Western Ballans.

Two them atic areas were prioritised:

Gowernance and dem ocracy buiBlling
Environm e nta lprote ction, m anagem e ntof naturaliresources and m arine issues

During spring 2006, 16 new projects were initiated. These projects focused on topics w ith in sociallscience,
Bnguage, m arine issues and e nvironmentw i Mrun for 4 years. Aloge ther 51,800,000 NOK (approx. 6,500,000
EUR) are albcated to these projects for this period. At Rast

50% of these funds siaMbe albcated to the partners in the [l INger-Ann UBtein
Research Councillof Norw ay

o
. N
Western Ballan countries. b= htip://see-science .eu/users/262.htm 1
=Y Further inform ation: h ttp://see -
science .eu/ Ink/261.h tm 1
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S&T in Albania

Location: Southeaste rn Europe,
borde ring the Adriatic and lonian
Sea, Greece, FYR of Macedonia,
Montenegro and Serbia
(Kosowo/UNMK)

Totalarea: 28,748 sq . km

Popu ktion: 3,134,982 (January 1,
2005) - source : INSTAT

GDP - per capita: 2,140 EUR
(2005) at officia ke xch ange rate -

source: W IW
in Abania the responsibillties for universities,
research centres and research institutes are

distributtd among several ministries and the

5

i

The Ministry of Education and Science (MOES) of Abania is
responsib B for strategic p hnning and Rgis htive aspects of S T, the
de\e bpm e nt of nationalprogram mes, t ch no bgicallde\e bpm ent and
inte rnationa B scie ntific cooperation. The ministry prepares the calk
for proposaB and evaliates and monitors tie im p Ementation of the
funded projects.

of Abania has recentl decided on a reform of the
research systtm, especiall with regard o it
m anage m e ntaspe ct.

A significant part of the Directorate of Scientific Research is devoted
to bikteral scientific and technicall cooperation. This inclides the
exchange of scientists and PhD students, but aBo of docum e ntation
and inform ation. It provides he b for joint research projects, for the
sharing of scientific and research tooB and for the participation in
conferences and sem inars.

Since the year 2000 three protocoB for S T cooperation hawe been
signed with Greece: 19 joint projects in 2001-2002, 22 joint proje cts

in 2003-2004, and 32 projects haw been supported during tie kst

period 2005-2007. At the same time two protocoB haw been signed
with Hal¥: 119 projects (on¥ for mobilty) in 2002-2004 and 67
projects (39 for mobillty and 28 with com m on financing) for the years
2005-2007 are supported.

Agreements and Protocols

In Abania on¥ the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has the righ t to sign a
new intergonernmentallS T agreement, but the Ministry of Education
and Science is responsib B for the im p Bmentation th rough protocoB.
The adm inistration of bikteralintergove rnmentaBRTD programmes is
impEmented by the Directorate of Scientific Research . Currentl one
major aim in Abanian pollcy is to increase bilkte rall cooperation.
Therefore this year tie Ministry of Education and Science, Ma its
Directorate of Scientific Research, has signed protocoB with the FYR
of Mace donia and Sbwnia.

Academy of Science. The new ¥ e Bcted government

summer 06

The Science and Technology Policy Framework

S&T management of Albania:

1. Councillof Ministe rs

2. Councill of Scientific Pollcy and Technobgicall De\e bpment
(CSPTD)

3. Ministry of Education and Science with Scientific Research
Dire ctorate

4. Ministries, Academ y of Science, Com m unity

5. Uniersities, Research Institutes, Research Centres, NGOs

The legal framework is provided through:

1. Law on Science and Tech nobgicallDe\e bpment

2. Law onf igher Education

3. Law of Academy of Science

4. Gowernm e ntaIDe cisions

5. Decisions of tie Councillof Scientific Pollcy and Technobgical
Dewe bpment

6. Ministe ria IRe gu ltions

The central institutions of S&T in Albania (2003) are:

1. The Academy of Sciences (13 institutes / 253 scie ntists)

2. Ministry of Education and Science (2 institutes / 27 scie ntists)
Uninersities and sim i br (10 institutes / 1,208 scie ntists)

3. Ministry of Agricu bure and Food (14 institute s / 144 scie ntists)
4. Ministry of Industry and Energy (8 institutes / 359 scie ntists)

5. Ministry of Territory Arrangements and Tourism (4 institutes /
202 scie ntists)

6. Ministry of Cu lure, Youth and Sports (2 institutes / 46 scie ntists)
7. Ministry of Transportation (1 institute / 18 scie ntists)

8. Ministry of PubIct ealh (1 institute / 62 scie ntists)

Totall 55 ce ntrallscie ntific institutions and 2,319 scie ntists

Callenges in S&T

Abania has faced a difficulk and turbulbnt decade. It was
characterised by tie hck of rul of Bw and economic colhpse.
ABhough considerab B progress has been made in Abania since 1999,
a btremains t be done . Abanian research suffers from a hck of up-
to-date equipment. Existing equipment is ofttn provided through
inte rnationall cooperation projects and Abania has Itth, if any,
major scal equipment. Exen maintnance and running costs of the
m odestequipment th at does exist is a m ajor strain on A banian pub lc
Effort has been made t creatt an academic
com m unications network and IT systtm in Abania, and other m odern
technobgies are gradua ¥ being invested in.

resources.

p—

Adriana Gjonaj-Kum baro

Ministry of Education and Science,
Abania

http://see-science eu/users/119 htm I

Autho

Latest News: Commission visit

From June 27-29 the European Commission (DG RTD, Directorate

N1 together witt JRC) was on a factfinding mission in Tirana to
discuss opportunities under FP7 and assess the research capacity in
Abania. The mission was regarded \ery informative and will
certain be folbwed up by both parties.
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Medical Research Initiative South
Eastern Europe

A project recentld Hhunched by six partners from

Austria, Croatia, Ha¥, Serbia-Montnegro and
Shwenia is designed to contribute t the diabgue on
medicall research on the kel of individuall

researchers and projects: The EU-FP6-funded
Medicall Research Initiative South Eastern Europe’
(MedReslIn SEE) sets out to strengthen cooperation
in biomedicall research in Central and South Eastrn Europe.
Specificall, it aims at setting up a sustainab B network between
researchers and research institutions in the fie B of biomedicine in
the region. In addition, it inttnds to he b estab Ish and conso ldate
contacts with in EU Member Stats. This
faciltates the dewe bpment of cooperative research projects by
proMding a phtform for researchers to present and interlnk their
ideas.

researchers initatie

The aim of the Medicall Research Initiative South Eastern Europe
(MedResin SEE) is thus to creat good starting conditions for
biomedicallresearchers in South Eastern Europe to participat in FP7
and to support their integration into the ERA. Taibr-m ade capacity
buiBing measures contribute to the de\e bpmentof joint EU research
proje cts and im prowe access t FP7.

Basica ¥, MedReslIn SEE tries t interlnk the Framework Programme”s
top-dow n approach with ideas subm itted by researchers in a bottom -
up process. The ideas must meet tie folbwing criteria:
1. Being in Ene with FP7 priorities
2.Re hvance to a certain num ber of researchers
3. Potentiallto attract a group of researchers comm itted to work on a
proje ct proposallup to the pointofsubm ission
The researchers are invittd to participat in training sessions and
proposall builling meetings specificall focussing on their own
interests.
Specifical¥, the initiative ’s activities inc lide
Com pillng a catabgue of research activities, e xpe rtise and
interests in the region
Providing top-qua lty training in acquiring European (FP 7)
research funding
Organizing taibr-m ade proposalbuilling sessions®, in wh ich
researchers geta chance to dee bp jointprojectideas and to draft
jointproposa
The opportunity for researchers o enter their profils into the suney
is open ath tp://www .meduni-graz .at/m edresin/profikstm 1

Inform ation about the first training and proposalbuiBling meeting is
awvaibkb b atthe folbwing Ink:

http://www .meduni-
graz .at/medresin/

m aribor.h tm 1

Carolln Auer
Me dicalUnine rsity of Graz, Austria
htip://see-science eu/users/264 htm I
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Health as a priority area

In the Tommission proposall for the 7th Research Framew ork
Progranme’, Healh " is the first priority area in the Tooperation”
programme. With a budget of 6,050 millon EUR according to the
Councik agreement of Jul 2006, it is aBo one of the most high ¥
funded on} t ‘Information
Com m unication Technobgies'. Healh'is an extension of the former
FP6 Them atic Priority 1: Life Sciences, Genom ics and Biote ch no bgy
for Healh". It aims at improving tie healh of European citizens and
at increasing the competitiveness of European healh re hted
industries and businesses, boosting their innovative capacity. At the
same time itaddresses gbballhealh issues such as ide ntification and
prexention of emerging epidemics. Heahh "is divided into three main
activities.

research areas - second and

The three activity areas of the ‘Health’ programme:
Biotechnobgy, ceneric toB and medical tchnobgies for
humanhealh

# igh -th rough putresearch

De te ction, diagnosis and m onitoring

Pre dicting suitabi lty, safe ty and e fficacy of th e rapies

Innovative t e rape utic approach es and inte ne ntions

Trans ktingresearch forhumanheah

Inte grating bio bgicaldata and processes incliding hrge scal data
gath ering and system s bio bgy

Research on the brain and brain
de\e bpm entand age ing

Trans htionallrese arch in infe ctious dise ase s

Trans htionall research in major diseases, incliding cancer,
cardiovascu br disease, diabetes and obesity, rare diseases and
other ch ronic diseases such as rheum atoid dise ase s

Optimisingthe de hery ofheallh care to Europe an citize ns

Trans kting cInicallresearch outcom e into cInicalpractice

Qualty, efficiency and soldarity of healbh care systems inclding
transitionalhealh care systems

Enh anced dise ase prevention and better use of medicines
Appropriate use ofnew healh therapies and tech nobgies

re hted diseases, human

Similkr t© preMous Famework Programmes, thiere are kel to be
significant opportunities for biom edicallresearchers in other them atic
areas and in the PeopB"programme . (ed)

Further aspects in FP7 interesting for biomedical researchers:

Theme 2 - Food, Agricu Rure and Biote ch no bgy

Animahhealh

Dietre hted diseases and disorde rs

Nutrition, healh bene fits of food and die ts

Theme 3 - Ihform ation Com m unication Te ch no bgy

App Ications research on ICT for healh, diagnostics and tre atm e nt
Theme 4 - Nanoscience, Nanot chnobgies, MatriaB and new
Production Te ch no bgie s

App Ications research in nano-medicine, new m ateriaB, im pacts on
heahh

Theme 6 - Environment

Clm ate change, po ltion and risks: envronmentand healh risks
Theme 8 - Socioe conom ics and i um anitie s

Dem ograph ic change: ageing and migration, heakh and qualty of
e
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Potoc¢nik in Serbia

In ahigh-Bwe Imeeting in Be Brade on Ju ¥ 14, 2006, Janez Potocnik,
the EU Commissioner for Science and Research and A Bksandar
Popouié, Minister of Science of Serbia were discussing the opening-up
of EU funds in research for the Serbian scientific community.
“Integration is an ambitious goall but research is the key tooll for
reallsing it. This is a fie Bl that opens many doors and we now need
to focus on the importance of research in order t achiewe this
goaF, says Potocnik, who aBo asserted his personallcom m itm ent and
fu Bsupport for the Serbian scie ntific com m unity.

Six new Walk-in Internet Centres for the University of
Montenegro

The Austrian Deve bpment Agency (ADA), the Austrian Embassy, the
Ministry of Education and Science of tie Repub lc of Montenegro and
the University of Montenegro signed an agreement on Ju¥ 28, 2006
for the esmbshment Internet centres for the
University of Montenegro. The existing Internet centre in Podgorica
will be renovattd and additiona® four new Intrnet centres in
Podgorica, Kotor, Cetinje, Bije b Pole and NikSi¢ wilbe estab bshed.
This initiative underlnes the Austrian efforts to he b the Montenegrin
nation in im promMng its f igher Education system in accordance w ith
EU standards. (News provided by Sreten Sultic, Uniersity of
Montenegro.)

of six wall-in

“Why invest in Science in South Eastern Europe?”
September 28-29, 2006, Ljub §ana, Sbw nia

... is the tith of an internationallconference organised jointh by the

UNESCO Office in Mnice, the Sbwnian Ministry of i igher Education,
Science and Technobgy and the Austrian Science and Research

Liaison Offices. The ewvent takes phce in Ljub fana on September 28
and 29, 2006. The conference willprovide the know Bdge base for
pollcy-m akers to improve albcation of funds for inwvestments in
science and research and to identify accom panying measures which

will Bad t enhanced socio-economic dewe bpment in South East
European countries aswe Mas in other parts oftie worl.

The conference willconvene for two days and discussions w il be

organised in four se ssions:

1. Science, Innovation and Weallh Generation: State of the Artand
bestpractices’

2. G bbalsation \s. Margina Blsation of Innovation System s in SEE:
Country Perspectives

3. Inte rnationa ICo-ope ration and Exte rnaBAssistance for Science and
Innovation System s in SEE

4_H igh-we IRRound Tab B: Science and Innovation Pollcies in SEE

Presentations w i Mbe done by Com m issioner Janez Potocnik, Assistant

Director-Generall at the UNESCO Waler Erde Bn, ministers and
scho liI:S from e SEE i% http://www aso.zsi.at/en /s b/\eranst
countries and around jfs alung/1765.1tm 1
the worll. B Contact lu Ba Ne ch ifor, Sk Krusic,
Miro Polker
http://see-science eu/news/283.htm 1
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Marie Curie Workshop Celebrating Nikola Tesla
October 7-11, 2006, Zagreb ¢ Be Brade

2006 marks the 150t anniversary of the birth of Nikoh Tesh (1856-
1943), one of the worB% great inventors in the fie Bs of physics,

e Bctricity, magnetism and mechanicallengineering. H is patnts and

theoreticallworks form the basis of modern alkernating current (AC)
e Bctric power systems, inchding tie pol¥phase power distribution

systms and the asynchronous motor, marking the dawn of the

Second Industriall Revo lition.This anniversary is of speciall national
im portance in Serbia and in Croatia: Nikoh Tesh was an etinic Serb

born in Croatia. The Serbian and Croatian governments there fore

initiated a jointexent to commemorate Nikoh Tesh. Workshops he B
under the auspicies of the European Com m ission wilbe organised in
Zagreb and Be Brade from October 7-11, 2006. Com m issioner Janez

Potocnik shaMtake part in both \enues, giving his support to this

jointexents. About 100 Marie Curie fe Bbws and students from Serbia
and Croatia are expected to participat . (News provded by han

Mde nowic, Ministry of Science and Environm e nta IProte ction .)

The detaild pBn and pre Iminary progranme can be found at
www .m ntr.sr.gov.yu/Marie Curie 2006 and
www .hatz .h r/Marie Curie 2006

Westhalkan Science Day
Nowem ber 13, 2006, Me nna, Austria

An inform ation and networking day for RTD in the Western Ballan
countries willbe he B on Nowmber 13, 2006 at the University of
Menna. Invited are researchers and research managers from Austria
and the Western Ballan countries. The aims are ® establsh and
prom ot networking activities (partnering), as we Mas t strengthen
existing cooperations between researchers from Austria and the
Western Ballan countries for further research activities.

The Science Day concentrates on three them atic dom ains:

SocialScience s

Econom ics and Busine ss Adm inistration

Inform ation Socie ty Te ch no bgies (IST)
The morning session provdes inform ation about funding possibi e s
at nationalland European Bwe I The keynote speech wilbe given by
Mr. Erhard Busek, coordinator of the Stabillty Pact. The afte rnoon is
resened for networking and for de\e bping new project ideas and
future cooperations in each ofthe three them atic w orksh ops.
The event is organised by the Austrian Science and Research Liaison
Offices Sofia and Ljub fana, the University of Menna, the Austrian
Agency, WUS-Austria, SEE-ERA.NET
supported by the Austrian Federal@Ministry of Education, Science and
Culure .

Research  Prom otion and

http://www .aso.zsi.at/en/s b/\eranstal
twng/1742.htm 1

Contact Andrea C. Mayr

ASO Coordinating Office atthe Centre
for Socia linnovation
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Modernisation of Science Policy and Management Approaches in Central and South East Europe

This book, pubBshed 2005, is tie resu k of joint e fforts of a m ajority of the participants in the NATO Advwanced Training Course
Mode rnisation of Science Managem ent Approaches in Centralland South East Europe®tiatwas he Bl on Nowember 28-29, 2003 in
Ljub Bana, Sbwenia. The articks in this pub Bcation are based on the presentations given by the participants, with additionall
_studies in tie firstthree chapters thatdealwith the situation of science in th is part of Europe .

; . ieati : | Copies of this book can be ordered at
X
Koball Edvward, Shw RadoseMc (eds.): Modernisation of Science Pollcy and http://www .book son Ine .iospre ss.n KCo

Management Approaches in Centraland South East Europe. NATO Science Series, [ nents/SSSH 2Book /Book S rie s\o lim e Con

. . ) tents.aspxDsid=1 \id=48
Series M Science and Technobgy Pollcy - Vo1 48, I0S Press, 2005. ISBN: 1-58603-517-7

Research and Development in South East Europe

The Austrian ‘Gese Bchaft zur Forderung der Forschung” (GH) pubBshed a book on Research and Deve bpment in South East
Europe "- based on a coBborative research projectwhich pursued the objectives t identify strength s and weaknesses in tie Ri D
structure of nationall innovation systtms in South East Europe (Abania, Bosnia and H# erzegouvina, Bu baria, Croatia, FYR of
Mace donia, Montenegro and Serbia incliding Kosovo/UNMIK and Rom ania) and t Enk the inform ation t the Austrian innovation
system and its currentactivities tow ards the region.

%] Copies of th is book can be ordered via
. . [= the pub Bshinghouse:
Gese Bchaft zur Forderung der Forschung (ed.): Research and Deve bpment in South @l Neuer W isse nsch afticher \Vér kg

East Europe . Neuer W isse n ftlcher \érhg, W ien/Graz, 2006. office @ nw v.at
ast Europe . Neue sse nsch afticher \ér kg, W ien/Graz, 2006 BN 37085 0377-6

Science, Technology and Economic Development in South Eastern Europe

The UNESCO Office in Mnice Bunched its Science Pollcy Series with a study entitBd ‘Science, Technobgy and Econom ic
Dewe bpment in South East Europe’. The five countries concerned are: Abania, Bosnia and H#erzegouvina, Croatia, FYR of
Mace donia, and Serbia and Montenegro. The pub Bcation underlnes the urgentneed for de cision m akers t take steps necessary to
ensure thatscience and technobgy regain a kading rolk in nationallde\e bpmentstrategies as a key e Bment for the integration

of concerned countries into the know Bdge based socie ty. J%] A pdf\ersion of this & xtcan be

PR - . . [= down baded \a:
Unall€, Millca: Science, Technobgy and Economic Dee bpment in South Eastern | h tip://see-science .eu/ Ink /269 htm 1

Europe . UNESCO Science Pollcy Series, Volime Nr. 1, UNESCO \nice Office, 2005. (for free)

National RTD programmes for Southeast Europe

see=a

This study proMdes an analbsis on tie RTD programmes of the SEE-ERA.NET partner countries. Main concern is tie analsis of the
appled managementmechanisms and tie availkb B funding tooB, from the activities on both the nationalland the mu kihteral
vl Fom the resuling best practices’ conclisions are presentted on how to

A pdf\ersion of th is & xt can be
dow n baded \a: )
H inse nkam p, Maria, e tall: NationaIRTD Program m es for South e ast Europe - h(ftotlpfﬁe/:%e-e ra.ne t/doc/im portant

A Com parative Sum m ary Re port. SEE-ERA.NET pub Bcation, Zagreb, Decem ber 2005.

n
de\e bp prom ising approach es for future coope ration. =
S
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