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Bosnia and Herzegovina 
PROGRESS REPORT
on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC

(June - October 2009)
1 Policy actions

The EC funded project “Capacity building and institutional strengthening of Science and      Research in Bosnia and Herzegovina” started officially on 1 September 2009. The project envisages the following outcomes and activities: 
· Conduct baseline analysis (strategic assessment) of the current RTD system, and improving the public understanding and international awareness of scientific activities in BiH;

· Improving knowledge of and capacity to design and implement STI policy amongst policy-makers, officials, research staff (universities), intermediaries (innovation and technology centres, etc.) and business associations/chambers. in order to achieve the required level of competencies and managerial skills to enable sustainable development of project results;

· Create a foundation for the integration of BiH in ERA and specifically developing and introducing new public services to promote international activities, in particular in the FP7, and in COST and EUREKA, with a view to securing additional funding for research and innovation;

2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
A public debate on the Draft Strategy on Science Development in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Action plan had been opened by July 6, 2009. The Draft Strategy was developed by the Ministry of Civil Affairs, representatives of the entity ministries and the research community. Once adopted, it will be the first such document at the state level. This document with the Action plan for its implementation is now in the adoption procedure. At the end of the document nine priority areas are explicitly named as urgent, short-term activity lines:

· Strengthening the Sector for the Science in the MoCA

· Stronger co-operation with the European Union with the aim of using the Instrument for Pre-Accession (IPA) funds for strengthening the scientific research activities in BiH

· Participation in the activities of the 7th Framework Programme (FP7) of the EU as well as in other international programmes

· Improve  system of collecting statistical data and monitoring scientific activities

· More intensive co-operation on exchanging information between the ministries responsible for science and education 

· Establishment of the Science Council“

Furthermore, the Framework Law on Scientific and Research Operations was passed on 20th May 2009. Both documents are available in local language at:
for the draft strategy: http://www.mcp.gov.ba/zakoni_akti/strategije/?id=833 

       for the Framework Law: www.mcp.gov.ba/zakoni_akti/zakoni/?id=830
Ministry of science and technology of Republika Srpska has prepared in last six months two major legal documents: Law on legislative changes on RTD sector and new Book of rules for internal organization of Ministry. These actions were focused mainly on national RTD programmes and effectiveness of Ministry’s organization. 
Also, working group appointed by Ministry continue on preparation of draft version of new RTD Strategy of Republika Srpska
.
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
Last few months Ministry of science and technology of RS (MSTRS) finalized large project together with Norwegian government. It project of establishment of “Innovation Centre of Banja Luka”, joint investment of two governments. Main goal of that joint bilateral-project is creation of innovation centre and business incubator in city of Banja Luka.

MSTRS also organized meeting with representative of Ministry of science of Serbia, dr Tibor Sabo- Assistant Minister. This meeting was devoted to further development of scientific and technical cooperation between two Ministries and establishment of bilateral RTD cooperation as well as bilateral RTD programmes. 
During September 2009, MSTRS has organized several specialized FP infodays, focused on SP Capacities- Regional potentials as well as presentations of SEE ERA Net Plus JERP.     

4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
On 19 June 2009 in Lisobon Deputy Minister of Civil Affairs Mr. Senad Šepić on behalf of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Portuguese Minister of Science, Technology and Higher Education Mr. José Mariano Gago signed a statement according to which Bosnia and Herzegovina joined to EUREKA as a National Information Point - a transitional status that should lead to full membership in a few years. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina became 35th member country of COST on 174th meeting of Committee of Senior Officials of COST, held in Brussels on 26-27 May 2009. 

Researchers from Bosnian institutions have already played an active role in COST actions as near-neighbouring country participants. So far, they have contributed to actions in the Individuals, Societies and Cultures and Health (ISCH) and Forestry, Products and their Services (FPS) domains. 

Ministry of Civil Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina applied for the Establishment of the EURAXESS Mobility Centers in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and is currently negotiating the Grant Agreement .
� At the moment of preparation of this report, Federal ministry of education and science has not submitted information relevant for the level of entity Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina which means that the report does lacks the information on recent development at this part of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
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