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SLOVENIA - MHEST

PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(June – October 2009)
1 Policy actions
(e.g. essential changes in the political authorities, administrative bodies, agencies, institutions, personnel, development/launch of new national funding programmes, etc.)
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
…

3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
1. Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology, Ministry of Culture,  Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia and Institute of Information Science (IZUM) organize the COBISS 2009 international conference on information infrastructure for science, education and culture, which will be held on 11 and 12 November 2009 in Maribor. With the participation of the ministers responsible for science and higher education in countries that have expressed interest in participating in the COBISS.Net Project so far (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Slovenia), issues relating to the availability of information on research potentials and on research results for the cooperation in the Region will be addressed at a special panel on the first day.
2. In the frame of project WoodWisdom ERA-NET (WoodWisdom is an ERA-NET project tackling the area of Wood Material Science and Engineering in the Forest Based value chains). Slovenia is in this project a task leader with a responsibility to expand project activities to new EU member states and candidate countries. Task has a goal to disseminate lessons learnt and to collect new input and ideas from new countries and possible future partners in WoodWisdom project. Special workshop is planned for spring next year to be organized in one of the WBC country. An initiative will be in more details presented by task leader in the afternoon session after the WBC-INCO.NET General Assembly meeting in Zagreb. 

4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
(e.g. new bilateral/international agreements, memberships, support structures, important international projects, programmes, etc.)
Bilateral cooperation

Slovenia has bilateral scientific agreements with all WBC and bilateral programmes with Albania, BiH, Croatia, Macedonia, Serbia are running, the program with Montenegro will be signed in short.  
Multilateral cooperation
Slovenia actively participates in WBC-INCO.NET, SEE-ERA.NET and SEE-ERA.NET PLUS project.

Results of the Herman Potočnik Noordung Initiative have been published at the web page 
http://www.investsciencesee.info/news3.html and SEE-ERA.NET web site. 
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

(Optional personal opinion)
· Slovenia is in the middle of negotiations for membership in OECD, including Committee for Scientific and Technological Policy (CSTP);
· Meetings of Joint Commissions  implementing the bilateral scientific and technological cooperation agreements with BiH, Albania, Croatia, Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia are foreseen in next months. 
Appendix: additional data 
(Delete if not applicable.)
…
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� until May 8, 2009.
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