MONTENEGRO 

Progress made since the last SP meeting (Thessaloniki, 31 October 2007):

In the period since the last Steering Platform meeting, Montenegro has reached several, so to say `milestones` on its way to develop its research system and further integrate into ERA:  

· Draft strategy for scientific-research activities has been prepared. Now it is in the process of public discussion and after that the adoption procedure will follow. In this document, goals of the Strategy and their synergy with economic development of the society are set. 
Also, the need for development of the knowledge-based society is determined and important place given to innovation and technological development. All activities within the RTD frame for strengthening research community capacities are defined, such as fostering the regional and international cooperation, joint RTD activities, human capacities and research infrastructure. Structural and functional priorities are defined, based on the comprehensive socio-economic and technological analysis. The estimation of annual growth of financing are given, for state, private and other funds. This estimation foresees that complete investment by 2013 is 1.4% of GDP (0.8 – 0.6 ratio) and 2% by 2020. This strategy is accompanied by the action plan of its implementation.
· Next, as of January 1, 2008 Montenegro officially became associated to FP7. The signing ceremony took place in Brussels, on January 25. The participation for the years 2008 is going to be paid exclusively from the budgetary funds, whereas for 2009 the participation is going to be covered in 50-50 ratio from IPA and budgetary funds. It is planned in all existing strategic documents to continue with this payment method until the end of the FP7. 
· As for the Montenegrin participation in FP7 during the first year, it has increased when compared to our participation in FP6. So far, 7 projects with involved Montenegrin partners have been approved for funding. Our NCP network continued with its activities, from organizing specific call-oriented information days to providing expert help for work on concrete project proposals (about 15 of these meetings organized within this period). Ministry continues with its incentive scheme for researchers involved in FP7 project proposals. However, the level of involvement in in collaborative research projects is still far from being satisfactory.
· Next, the procedure with DG Research (correspondent in DGR: Ms Tania Friederichs) for the consideration of Montenegro as a single convergence region for the sake of participating in FP7 specific calls is completed and signed last month.
· The procedure of nominating representatives in FP7 Programme Committees is about to be completed, as well as nomination of representative in JRC committee.
· Montenegro also, 
as of March 2008, officially joined one of the CIP components, namely the EIP (Entrepreneurship and Innovation Programme), aimed at projects supporting competitiveness and innovative capacities, especially in the field of SMEs. Contact institution for CIP is the Agency for Development of SMEs, within the Ministry of Economic Development.

· On December 7, 2007, Montenegro signed the Memorandum of joining CERN (European Organization for Nuclear Research). The country has the status of the observer in this organization. 
· The activities in NATO SPS programme  are also continuing, with new project proposals.
· The first steps have been made to reform the statistical system in the R&D field. The Ministry of Education and Science, together with MONSTAT (Montenegrin Statistical Office) set up a working group that will work together on this task. The project on harmonization of Montenegrin statistical system with European, proposed by MONSTAT for IPA 2009 and preliminarily supported by EC will have as an integrated part the component one dealing with R&D statistics. Also, initial steps have been made towards establishing cooperation with Slovenian institute IZUM, that will aim at development of comprehensive data-base of research institutions and researchers in Montenegro. 
· Together with UNESCO, the Ministry organizes the SEE Forum on Higher Education, Research and Innovation. This forum will gather ministers responsible for science and higher education, presidents of the national academies of sciences, high-level EC representatives (commissioner Potocnik confirmed his attendance…..) and representatives of important major partnering institutions from the region of SEE and EU countries. We are going to use to use this opportunity and sign several bilateral agreements on scientific and technological cooperation, provided that all necessary procedures are completed by that time.
