Title of the suggested Action: Innovation support and incentives, accelerating commercialization and deepening collaboration with the business sector

Subtitle (or short description in one sentence): Linking of researchers/academicians and entrepreneurs/businesses and support for that throw a good network.

Description of the Action (approx. 1 page): 

Business have needs. Usually they have problems to solve but do not have enough resources for that (researchers, time, sometime money too, …). On the other side, researchers usually work on faculties and have a problem to find a project to work on, or to finance their existing research. In WBC region this is more emphasized. 

Financing research that will not find practical use is very often senseless. Solution is to create portal where companies can ask for help – put candidate problems for research. It is important to inform companies about that possibility. Companies can describe what they need and what they can give for that research (capacities, money, …). For each candidate problem, researchers can apply to be involved up to some deadline. 

For each candidate problem that have enough elements to be evaluated, one coordinator should be named. That coordinator should communicate with interested parties to help them to create valid project proposal.

It is very important to link researchers/academicians and entrepreneurs/businesses if we want to have progress. Business is not enough aware or it does not have the opportunity to cooperate with  researchers/academicians. On the other side researchers/academicians needs to research something, but it is best to research things that will have highest impact on society. 

Also, it is very important to support local cooperation (where business is located) to decrease unnecessary project costs related to traveling, etc. Local cooperation can continue after project is finished – chances for that are better. So, local cooperation project are preferred. Where is necessary knowledge transfer then non-local parties are allowed but at least one local researcher should be involved. These projects should involve not only researchers but also students and faculties to support their linking to entrepreneurs/businesses.

References to running activities, lessons learnt from other regions, etc. (one paragraph): Currently no activities like this, but in past link between researchers/academicians and entrepreneurs/businesses was stronger and have great results. Transition in WBC region broke many of these links.

Actors to be involved in the implementation and their roles (max. half a page):

Entrepreneurs/Businesses – defines a research problem and defines what can be involved from their side in to the research project. It is very important to inform them about possibilities and that procedure is simple. Entrepreneurs/Businesses are not necessary well prepared for administering this (do not know English, pour computer skills, …). In WBC region this is more emphasized. It should be possible that they enter their needs in a simple form through Internet – in any language or to enter it manually in some paper form and send it by post.

Research Team – group of  researchers/academicians that will work on the project. It is necessary to well inform researchers/academicians and that procedures for them are also simple.

Coordinator – person that will negotiate with Entrepreneurs/Businesses and Research Team to define project. This person should speak the language that will use most involved parties and that language should not be necessary English.

Evaluation Team – group of experienced  researchers (not included in Research Team) that will evaluate and approve project proposal, evaluate progress reports and evaluate final report. They should be selected based on experience in the project field. 

Expected impact (one paragraph):  This should help small business and local cooperation.

Relevance to the WBC region (one paragraph): It will help to reestablish broken links during transition and help small business and local cooperation to grow.
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