Tirana, 6 May 2008
Distinguished Commissioner Potocnik,

Distinguished colleague Bregu,

Excellencies ambassadors,
Ladies and gentlemen, 
Today it is an important day for Albanian community of researchers and scholars to get informed about the new developments and possibilities that the programs and the main European science and research institutions offer and their integration prospect in the European Research Area.  
It is made possible nowadays, when Albania, as you are informed, has made an important step in this sector, receiving the status of the associated country in the Seventh Framework Program of Scientific Research and Technological Development, or as it is known shortly, FP7.
Practically, this membership means the same rights for Albanian researchers and scholars as the European ones, to apply for projects in this program, to cooperate on the basis of equality and reciprocity with them, building consortiums, sharing with them the commitment, knowledge, experiences, financial possibilities and results.
Wishing to all Albanian researchers successes in the beautiful road of science, I take this occasion to thank the Albanian Government and Prime Minister Berisha who supported MES proposal to become a member of this program recording thus the most important financial contribution given to Albanian science in these 17 recent years.  
I also wish to thank the European Commission and the DG Research for the offer of interest and to assure Commissioner Potocnik, whose personal commitment was an important incentive to inclusion of Albania and other Western Balkan countries in the Framework Program.
His presence here today, in this activity, in the framework of the official visit in our country, gives us the possibility to discuss largely and publicly the need for the sector profound reforms and word important to conclusions for science and research development and their transformation into promoters of economic development and integration of Albania into the European Union.  
I wish to express the maximal commitment of the Ministry that I lead, that we will transform the scientific research policies into priority policies because of the very importance that they have, and that, as the Prime Minister mentioned during the meeting with him, I believe these policies will find the full support of the Government to achieve our targets in this field.  
Almost a year ago we declared publicly that we intended to join the Program FP7, the biggest EU program in this field and one of the biggest community programs. We cooperated with the Ministry of Integration and DG Research and since January this year we are no longer a third country in relation with this program, but an associated country.  The challenge lies ahead of us and our entire community of researchers to benefit maximally from the extraordinary opportunities that the program offers.  It is the first community program in which Albania takes part and we should make it a history of success, a model for all the other community programs for which the country is applying.
To take part successfully in this program means not to compare yourself to yourself, but to the European standards, it means to become a dignified part of European researchers' staff, to integrate with them not just as individuals, but also as institutions.
And it is natural that the first step towards the integration into Europe should be made by our researchers, scholars, lectures and students, universities, research centers and specialized agencies.
The European Commission has declared to the research and science as a priority for the integration of the Western Balkan countries because the science can be more effective than politics itself, bringing closer the people and the institutions of various countries and cultures. We should respond to this initiative speedily and seriously by reviewing and organizing our national priorities, because it has been largely proved that the investment for science turns into a multiple benefit, more than the investment in many other sectors.
Distinguished ladies and gentlemen,

In a more and more global world, in which the natural resources and labor are limited for a small country like to Albania,  we should pay more attention to the potential of knowledge and creative capacities of our people.

The Albanian state and families, the entire society in years made big investments to provide the young generation with knowledge, some of which educated in the country or abroad are currently working and giving their contribution in foreign universities and institutions.

This loss of qualitative human resources and the knowledge is a bitter reality that we should change very soon for the sake of our future. We should make every effort to make it possible for them to come back and work in Albania. 
Brain Gain Program and the Excellence Fund and declared by the government are two very important instruments in this direction that we should the company with the adequate policies in order to create the conditions that the potential to young people who come back to work here is transformed into an added value there in science and knowledge you to the products and services.

We started the work to draft the strategy of scientific research on this basis, a necessary a strategy to establish correctly the role  that science and knowledge should play in our future development.
Very soon we will present before the donors the principal projects to be funded in the framework of this strategy, which should be accompanied by the establishment Research and Development Statistics and Indicators. There can be no successful politics in science without drafting the statistics and indicator of this sector.
In parallel with the preparation of policies and strategies, we are working to strengthen the institutional capacities and the research infrastructure.  With the completion of research institutes reform and the creation of research centers in the universities, we are drafting projects to make these centers  promoters of research in the universities by investing for their labs and the necessary working conditions.  They will be a great potential for the universities to raise funds and projects from many resources. We believe that they will contribute to the radical transformation of our universities, turning them towards the scientific research which is the mission for which the universities were born and develop.
The strategy for research and development would not be successful if it would not involve in the play one of the most important stakeholders of this field, the business community. The data from the developed countries show that most of expenditures for R&D are made with non public funds. We are still at the beginning with regard to this issue. Albania is a country with a quick economic growth, in which many foreign and local companies made and are making considerable investments in R&D. We should identify them and draft programs and legislation that offers facilities and incentives for these investments. The drafting of programs to involve the foreign and local business research remains a big challenge for MES, Ministry of Economy and other line ministries. 
The developments that we are drafting now were preceded by important educational system reforms. They intended to strengthen the system, to approximate it to the European standards, to restore public trust in educational system, etc.
We have also developments in the field of higher education with the aim to increase the Albanian universities standards and meet  Bologna process conditions.  We will continue to perfect the measures in the entire education range, because the quality education is the guarantee and the key to creativity and innovation among the young people who embark on the road of science. 
There is no doubt that the implementation of these policies and the achievement of objectives require financial resources and new capacities.
In these days we are finalizing in a ministry level the midterm budgetary plan for the period 2009-2011.
We have reflected with priority in this plan the creation of instruments that would help to receive funds from European programs of RTD, FP7, COST, Eureka etc, in order to integrate very quickly the country into the European Research Space. I have in mind the center for promotion of European programs which would employ with priority the young people who currently work abroad, supported by the program Brain Gain. We would require the cooperation and assistance of DG Research in this regard.
We have also planned to enlarge the national program on science and to sign other bilateral agreements.  We plan to make effective the agreements already signed with Austria and Turkey. We will enlarge the bilateral agreements with Italy, Greece, Slovenia, Macedonia and Croatia. We are also preparing to start soon the negotiations with Kosova and Montenegro. 
 Distinguished Commissioner Potocnik,

In the framework of regional cooperation, we consider a success the work of the “Steering Committee on Research of Western Balkan Countries”, for the establishment of which you were one of the initiators. We think that this organization should be further supported financially and politically to be transformed into a powerful platform that would orientate and coordinate the research policies in a regional level and it would harmonize better the policies mosaic that the countries in the region develop in this field.  
We also think that the admission of Bosnia Herzegovina and the newest state Kosova, in the 7th Framework Program as associated countries, would give a further instigation to the regional cooperation in this field and beyond, accelerating the rhythm of these countries integration into the EU.  
Countries of this region, for reasons which are known, have considerable differences with European countries in the research field, therefore we believe that the European Commission and the DG Research that you manage, shall continue to demonstrate the due attention and shall ensure funding and new calls for these countries, in the framework of FP7, to enable the reduction of differences and elimination of barriers.
Profoundly convinced that our cooperation shall mark intensive developments, allow me to assure you that, for our part, we shall make the maximum efforts that the scientific research becomes the field in which Albanians shall feel earlier as citizens of the United Europe.

Thank you,

Genc Pollo
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