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EUFORDIA – Presidency Information on the Conference
The EUropean FOrum on Research and Development Impact Assessment (EUFORDIA) was held in the frame of the Czech Presidency of the Council of the EU in Prague on 24 - 25 February, 2009. The conference was organized by the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports of the Czech Republic and the Technology Centre of the Academy of Science of the Czech Republic. The conference programme has been prepared by the international programme committee chaired by Professor Ivan Wilhelm from the Czech Republic. The conference was attended by more than 260 participants.
The EUFORDIA conference was welcome by the Minister of Education, Youth and Sports of the Czech Republic Ondřej Liška. The ex-post 6th Framework Programme (FP6) evaluation report organized by the European Commission was presented by the Peter Fish from the EC and the chair of the expert group Professor Rietschel. Examples of national FP6 impact assessment studies from Sweden, Spain and the Czech Republic were presented. Methodological issues concerning impact assessment and evaluation of R&D programmes have been illustrated in several presentations. The participants were informed on world-wide experiences with R&D programme evaluation including presentations from U.S.A. and Republic of Korea. Short contributions were presented in the form of posters.
In the end the participants arrived e.g. at the conclusions:
· The FP6 evaluation report demonstrates the progress made by the European Commission in recent years in developing its approach to the evaluation of the RTD Framework Programmes (FP).
· Conference welcomes the FP6 evaluation report and lends its support to its recommendations.
· Getting robust data on the FPs in terms of participation and results is the foundation for any evaluation.
· The European Commission is invited to establish a database of project results, which, to the possible extent, should be based on open access and available.
· With a view to increase comparability and compatibility between the evaluations of national R&D programmes, participants encourage the Member States to further strengthen their collaboration in this field by exchanging "good practices". 
· Participants emphasize the need to look more closely at the relationship between the Framework Programmes and the Structural Funds.
Full text of recommendations and conclusions can be found at: http://www.eufordia2009.eu. 
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