Dear chairman,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Allow me to greet you in a behalf of delegation of BiH and express my pleasure for presenting training workshop ERA Indicators and WBC.

Present situation in BiH and activities in S&T&I.

BiH adopted last year the Frame Law of high education in BiH based on fundamental principles of  Bologna values. The two agencies are in the process of establishing: one of them is on development of high education and quality insurance, and the second one is on informing and a recognition of documents in the high education area, which is in accordinance with obligation from Lisboans convention.

The Council of ministries of BiH adopted this year the Strategy of development education to 2015. year. In this document, one of the main aims is tight connection of high education with science and research work.

This Strategy points out the development of institutional network for research and development on all high educational institutions, which specifically means insurance of modern structure and equipment, and creating a new generation of researchers.

Our strategic points is to finish the process of including high education in European area of high education and research, with efficient percent of graduated students and enough funds for research and international educational and science cooperation and exchange.

Today’s 22 percent of new students each year is not enough and our plan (strategy) is to increase the number to 32 percent.

One of the results of reform projects in education is the increase of awareness (avernes) of education as the base of social and economic development of BiH, especially high education as generator of that development.

The science and technology area in BiH is included as separate chapter in middle development strategy of BiH, as precondition of general social and economic development.

Also, science and technology are recognized as one of the state priorities for future IPA funds.

BiH wish to work on better enrolment of its science community in regional European cooperation on research projects.

This way we greet the initiatives as Steering Platform for Research in Western Balkan Countries, SEE-ERA.NET, and WBC-INCO.NET  (Western Balkan Countries INCO.NET) , in which BiH is included.
At the beginning of this year, the Council of Ministers of BiH confirmed the interest for participation of BiH in Frame Programme FP 7. In the programming of IPA it is included as project the payment of entry ticket for FP 7.

We started activities on building the Law on Science of BiH, and this year we plan to start the Strategy of development of science BiH that would include all interested actors.

Through the Strategy we should define the sectors potentials. According to available data, our science and research potentials are in medical and biotehnical areas, in technical science. In natural science there are ecology and climate changes research. One important part is on social science.

According to statistics BiH spends about 0,1 % GDP for science. Financing is on entity levels and it increase each year. 

Private sector, which satisfies the conditions for performing science and research activities is levelled with public science sector and equally participates in grants of entities. It is the same case with researchers that come from private sector when it comes to co-financing of payment for science conferences, science development or publishing the science editions.

Certain budget funds are also planned for support of innovators and technical culture.

The training of new generation of researches and encouraging young people to participate in research is done by entity ministries through co financing of ministers and doctors studies, presence at science conferences, science improvement.

The funds are secured to support science and university workers in publishing science literature, university books, and also for publishing the science magazine and organizing the science conferences.

Entities take measurements for rebuild of research infrastructure through co financing procurement for the science and research equipment, and financing subscription for worlds famous science database.

Our long/term aim is development and inclusion in research and innovation activities presented in Action plan of European Commission, which support the Lisboans strategy.

The building of science and technological potential of BiH is based on recommendations of UNESCO in report given for BiH and it means:

· Training of a new generation of scientists in BiH universities or abroad;

· Development of research infrastructures (experimental equipment, computers, information networks and libraries) of international standard; and

· Reinvestment in industrial research in a limited number of sectors (as a priority, in those sectors that export a large fraction of their production).

BiH scientific community want to join the European Research Area and to be more involved in international scientific cooperation.

Thank you. 

