Rudjer Boskovic Institute (RBI), Zagreb, Croatia (www.irb.hr)
The RBI is the largest Croatian research centre for basic sciences, participating also in science applications and higher education. The multidisciplinary character of the Institute is reflected through the different research fields in physics, chemistry, oceanography (including marine and environmental research and geosciences), biology, biomedicine, computer science and electronics/engineering. With a total of 841 employees and academic staff of 581, including 362 researchers and 219 Ph.D. students, the RBI collaborates worldwide with many research institutions and universities. The RBI scientists publish around 450 scientific articles per year a considerable proportion of these in high ranking journals. The RBI has 129 projects in basic research, which are funded by the Ministry of Science, Education and Sport (MZOS). In addition, the Institute is involved with 56 international projects (including: 18 bilateral, 19 FP6, 12 IAEA, 5 COST, 1 UKF, 1 NIH, 1NATO, 1 INTERREG, 1 PHARE) as well as 15 applied and technological projects funded by BICRO (Business Croatia) and HIT (Croatian Institute of Technology). At present, 35 FP7 applications are under evaluation procedure. Also, 32 commercial research contracts were signed with Croatian companies as well as 6 with companies from foreign countries. Despite the fact that the RBI is primarily a research institution, our participation in educational activities is very strong. Scientists from the Institute contribute 83 courses at the undergraduate level as well as 217 postgraduate courses primarily at the University of Zagreb but also at other 6 regional Universities in Croatia.  Apart from fundamental research and education, a company under the name Rudjer Innovations Ltd. Was established recently. This company, which is wholly owned by the RBI, engages in activities related to protection and commercialization of knowledge arising from the RBI, other academic organizations, companies, and private persons. The establishment of this climate has resulted in heightened interest from the Institute’s scientists to protect and commercialize the results of their investigations. Presently, the portfolio of the Institute’s intellectual property contains 33 innovations in different fields (chemistry, physics, biomedicine, informatics, instrumentation etc.). The major goal of the Institute is to enhance its participation in the ERA through active collaboration with related institutions.   
