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Based on  presentations of the status quo of human potential and measures related to brain circulation in the South East European Countries as well as on inputs from experts and discussions focussing on the three main questions posed in the background paper (How is the situation regarding brain drain in the WBC, and which measures are in place already for stimulating brain circulation?, How to proceed developing an environment supporting brain circulation in an enlarged South-Eastern European space of research? Which are the most realistic and promising measures? Who will be the partners in the initiative and which are reasonable next steps?), the Round Table led to a set of conclusions and recommendations for immediate and longer term action. The conclusions and recommendations aim at supporting the creation of a supportive environment and favourable conditions that are sufficiently attractive and promising for young researchers to stay, for the scientific diaspora to cooperate with their home country and maybe return, and for researchers from neighbouring countries and from other European countries to collaborate on a distance but also in the course of shorter and longer research and teaching assignments in SEE. The challenge will be to develop the wider region as a common collaborative space for dynamic “brain circulation” based on joint activities with long-term benefits for all partners involved.

For the follow up, the following activities were agreed:
        A joint letter of the Special Coordinator of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe and the Austrian Federal Minister for Science and Research will address the European Commission in support of the inclusion of the Western Balkan Countries in all the European Commission’s activities related to European scientific diaspora.

        A joint letter of the Special Coordinator of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe and the Austrian Federal Minister for Science and Research will address the European Strategy Forum for Research Infrastructure (ESFRI) to invite the Western Balkan Countries associated to the 7th Framework Program to take part in ESFRI and to have an in-depth discussion on the needs and challenges of and appropriate actions for the Western Balkan Countries.    

        A joint letter of the Special Coordinator of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe and the Austrian Federal Minister for Science and Research will address the Prime Ministers of the region to draw their attention to the importance of using existing instruments such as IPA or programs of the World Bank or the European Bank for Reconstruction as well as PPPs to invest in science and research, especially in human resources and research infrastructure and/or regional centres of excellence as well as initiatives to stimulate academia industry cooperation.

        The results of the Round Table will feed into the work of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe and the up-coming Regional Cooperation Council, especially the Task Force Fostering Human Potential.

        The results of the Round Table will feed into the discussions of the Steering Platform on Research with the Western Balkan Countries and into the planning of the future SEE-ERA.NET activities related to mobility as well as in other support actions targeting the region. 

        The results of the Round Table will feed into the planning and programming of CEEPUS III and the countries of the region are invited to make full use of the present CEEPUS programme and related CEEPUS activities (e.g. CEEPUS TV). 


        As a contribution to the creation of favourable conditions sufficiently attractive and promising for academic staff and researchers, the public management and governance of higher education should be professionalised, e.g. by developing regional twinning programs and summer schools.

        As the capacities for international research cooperation are not enough visible and known in the EU member states, the Web Mob Portal and existing information tools and data bases; such as e.g. http://www.westbalkanresearch.net/ should be further promoted - also by the Information Office of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries.

        In order to make the region more attractive for international academic staff and researchers, joint efforts are needed, e.g. by pooling resources to establish regional centres of excellence and attractive satellite infrastructure facilities and by enhancing the cooperation between higher education / research and business and industry.

        In order to support the ongoing efforts in the Western Balkan Countries, programs already promoting brain gain and brain circulation for the region such as the programs run by the World University Service Austria or the Austrian American Foundation should be continued and enlarged.

        In order for these and similar programs to be successful obstacles to mobility, especially those related to visa regimes and bureaucratic procedures need to be alleviated.

        During the Slovenian EU Presidency in the first half of 2008, the integration of the countries of SEE into the European Higher Education and Research Areas will be further facilitated by a number of events and activities.
        The Austrian Science and Research Liaison Offices will organize a conference of experts on the utilisation of Human Capital of Scientific Diaspora for South Eastern Europe in order to make an assessment of projects that have dealt with the scientific diaspora cooperation and brain-gain measures. The event will be organised in cooperation with the UNESCO OFFICE IN VENICE - UNESCO Regional Bureau for Science and Culture in Europe (BRESCE). In preparing the conference a scientific in-depth analysis shall take place.

