Press release

NOVAREGIO Project: 

Second Orientation and Training Seminar on Innovation Policies 

and Practices in Europe
4 October 2007, Santa Cruz de Tenerife – Instituto Tecnológico de Canarias S.A.
The Instituto Tecnológico de Canarias, in Santa Cruz de Tenerife, will host the second orientation and training seminar on innovation policies in Europe promoted by AREA Science Park as coordinator of the NOVAREGIO Project - Innovative Network for coordinated actions on RTD Policies at Regional Level.
The project has been co-financed by the European Commission within the 6th Framework Programme “Regions of Knowledge 2” and involves 8 partners belonging to 7 European regions: Canary Islands (Spain), Crete (Greece), Styria (Austria), Dél Dunàntul region (Hungary) Smaland med Oarna (Sweden), Slovenia and Friuli Venezia Giulia (Italy).
NOVAREGIO objectives include identifying the best innovation policies and practices to be promoted and taken on as models, as well as providing assistance to regional public administrations for self-evaluating their innovation policies, so that new knowledge for increasing the competitiveness of the territories and their relevant economic and productive systems can be acquired.

This self-evaluation process was developed through the presentation of the political strategies and initiatives implemented in the seven regions, which were later assessed by experts in the fields of technology transfer and innovation. In this context, eleven best practices were identified and then used in a sharing and experimenting programme, which was implemented by means of orientation and training seminars.

The seminar in the Canary Islands is addressed to those who are responsible for and implement European regional policies. It is targeted at facilitating networking and exchange of experiences in the field of financing for research and innovation. The seminar works will be dedicated to analyzing five of the eleven good practices selected within the NOVAREGIO Project: BIC Canarias (Canary Islands – Spain), UNISTEP (Crete - Greece), PANCRETAN VCF (Crete - Greece), A CENTRE of EXCELLENCE (Slovenia), START-UP ENTREPRENEURS (Styria - Austria). Furthermore, a number of success cases connected to the “BIC Canarias” best practice will be presented.
This second orientation and training seminar on innovation policies in Europe will follow the first one, which took place in June in Jonkoping (Sweden). The final event, to be held in Brussels next 21 November 2007, will be devoted to the final discussion of NOVAREGIO results as well as to the presentation of the handbook “Regional RTD and Innovation Policies and Practices”, resulting from the benchmarking exercise that led to the identification of the 11 best practices.
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