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- Thc signihcance of fostering and promoting the European dimension of reforrns in
educaüon onompasinq all aspects of lifelong learning . science and research, and
ofn conI/nu/Iy in Ihn refurrn processes in the cauntrios of the region ;

- 1 he diTfLrnnt sJL in ha diofociue of th C000tri?s of South Eastern Europe with
hn Europe n Union ond II? sub OLISfl occ ss to EU developments in the fields of
duciion, 5CI/7CO nd s .0/oh ;

- A cI71r7pinj /sndsospn in cnoperni/nn u educaüon, science and research in South
EOsILrn Eniopo, rnnrIed by need for a yradualshift from assistance to cooperation
ncI partnersh/p in support of the reform agenda, and by a need for differentiated

thernotic coop ration in a setting of diverse national reform agendas within an
afready firm commitment to ongoing EL!, European and international initiatives in this
field;

- The establishment of a Regional Cooperation Coundll as successor te the Stability
Pact for South Eastern Europe in the region of the South Eastern European
Cooperat Ion Process (furlI7 r 07/led SEECP) ;

- The identification of education, sc/ence and research and the development ofhuman .
capital (Inder the ja/nt name 'Fosterin3 and Building Human Capifal" as a priority
arec of thn hie gional Cooperaiion Council ;

- The insuiuuonalizauon oi he Education Reform Initiative o SOUL'!J Eastetn Europe
(fwtnci celind ER! SEE1) ia csaoJi.snmeni a regional p1aorrn mi po/scy and
exp' coop aration in educauon in South Eastorn Europe, and mis high level of
accopian cc ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .



Tho astablishment of a Steering Platform on Researoh for the Western Balkan
Counii ies

heres

The European Co mcii of 14 and 15 December 2006 reaffirmecl [hat the future ef the
VVestern SeIT an 5 r in he European Union ;

The G'ommunication frorn the European Commission 'The Western Bafkans on the
ton / to 5 - EU: consolidating stabil/tv and raising prosperity' inclicates that the

s of the Lisbon Agenda re relevant objectives tor the region, stresses that
r In / in'of 'arnent in Ihn pos -2005 amccessor Community programmes to the

curr n 3 cm -a n 1 Leonardo da V/rmct vviIi be encouraged . taflored to the needs
an 1 n 1r sra f cach country, in 1uang the advanced administralive capacity
t-equ/m -I Tor Jese programmes; reaffirms iht the EU plans to continuc and
strang hn /5' ac/tons in favour of the Western Balkans' researeh comrnunity under
7)7 707 Fmrrrr york Progiamme (2007-20133 and Tot the further biegt nt/an er Lhe
regi 7n Info [ha Furopean Pesaarch Aru

Decisi n Ne 1 72012006/EC of the European Parliamerit and of the Cauncil of 15
November 2006 estahlishing an action programme in the field of lifelong learning
creates the framework for parlicipation of the Western Balkans according to art 7 . c,) :

Decision Ne 1982/2006/EC was taken by the European Paritament and the Cauncil
of 18 December 2006 on the Seventh Framework Programme of the Europoan
Communily Tor research, technoloqicat devefopmeni and demonstration activities
('2007-2013,) ;

The 'Final Communiqu" of the 9t Conference of European Ministers of Educat/on,
held an 17 Mareh 2006 in Vienna underlines die importance of regional cooperaiion,
of the rote of ERl SEE in ii, eTc coniinuous, inclusive Ew opean diele gue on current
mattets in [ha [feld of Enropean educaiion policy in particular for widening the
Euiopoan Arec of Educaifon tU die Westetn Balten n-gion, as weil es for
.strengrhei Ifl9 adt teejion in Etit ope in [So 11c'1t of ihe Lishon stastogy ;
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The conclosions of tue meefing "Strengthening Higher Educa,ion and Research in
Southeast Europe Prioritios for Regional and European Cooperaiion" held in
Vianna on 3 Ma oh 2006 in view of (ha Minis(erjaf Conference undarline [ha common
objeciive of crea[ing a European Higher Education and Reseas Ci? Araa, and stressed
[/1 1 [ha implementation of [ha Bologna ohjectives, ihe porticipation of higl7ei
educ Ion /nsLhu 7ons in (ha new Community programmes and the integration into
(ha Etn nn R .oi oh Area with (ha support of (ha South Eastern European
ERA . NET and lh Steering Platform on R erch for the Western Balkan Countrias,
ar vital fot Ih higher education inu[utions ofthe Western Balkan Countries in the
knowl d lilangle of education, resaaroh and inno tfori ;

The Concfus;ons of the 41h In formal Confrenoe of Ministers of Education from the
Westei n Balkans hosied by (ha Counoil of Europa in Strasbourg on 2 7-28 November
2006, r'off/rm (ha commirment of (ha region to (ha Bologna Process and its goal of
estabfis/7Ing a Europcari Higher Education Area by 2010 . and recognize [ha
imporL- n af ansuring maximum mobility of .s(udents and academic s(aff,

Bsnd on ho conclufon of [ha Regional Table of /6 November 2006 (ha
disussion proces Erom Assistance to Cooperation' of [ha ERl SEE underlines (ha
naed for strengthening the link to the national context of ERl SEE Member
Countries, and [ha necessity for an ade quate political mandate for its future
operation ;

The conolusions of die Regional Table of (ha Stabilily Pact of 16 November 2006 in
Bucharest weicome the readiness of (ha ERl SEE struc/ure (0 managa [ha education
component of Building 1-lumon Capilal, stress (hat education and research shouid
rernain a long (arm priorily for iegional co-operation, arid [hat co-operation in
research sho ufd ha strengthened,

Tho Joint Pro posal for the Education Reform initiative of South Eastern Europe
assigns to [((ha task of supporting (ha implementai'ion of educatiori reform in Sou(h
Easlorn Europe, ta!dng info acco'ini boih coun(ry specific needs and dernands in
educa[ion inform es wolf es proscnt i.rends in [(in deve!opmont of [ha envisaged
Europeari Arne of Erktcation ;
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In a join! leiter ta the European Commfssion from July 2006 tho Ministers of
e c/uca tion, sciance and esearoft of thc Westei n Balkan region underllned that the
pa tic/pat/on of thoir coun(iles in a Eu, opean area of oducation, higher educaüon and
/ esearoh, shaicd qualiiy standards and excel[ence requit es a substantfal effod hy all
national aciors involved . hut [hat sufficient and weil isrgeted Cornrnunlly support Tor
edo at/on and reseaich is still crucial Tor erisuring the sustainability of national
comi ilments;

n icognitior of the achievernents of the Stahility Pact for South Eastern Europe
hiough Ihe Task Force Educetion and Youth, the ER! SEE, and the Steering Plafform
on F?se ch iur fh 14'osto,n Balkan Counlrfo

3flOJ thfr conmitrnen in iecjional operation - für thei' mutualbenefit in education
JflrCO7fl ssing all aspects of/ifi Oft l rning, science and research ;

-ivc acjreed on srenqihenin nd enhancing their cornmitmenf to the MEMORANDUIV1
OF UNDERST/-JDl[fG hu on the Ministers of Education and Higher Education of
South Eatnrn u op of J ii o 2003 as roliows :

Education, cerc and research are areas of key importance für fhe futUre of the South
Eastern Europan region ancl für 'ihe EU Integration process of the Western Balkan
cauntries in particular .

The re-launched Lisbon agenda is the mein driving force für reforrns in education,
science and research in alt signaiory countries of the present Memorandum .

The present MemoandL1rn represeots a commitment to the following ongoing EU,
Eu ropean and international initiatives, and their (possible) follow-up :

o The iniplernentation of the 'Deiailed Work Programme on die FoIlow-Llp of the
Objecties of Education and Training Systems in Europe" (Education & Training
2010) ;



The implemontation of the objectives of the Copenhagen Declaration and follow-up
comr uriiq u6s (Copen hegen process), inctuding mutual recognition of quallfications
and iSSLICS ot mobility ;

Th' implementation of the objec[ives Of ihe 3oogn' Dedaration and folfowup
cnimuniqus (of rvhich all signatorj counb es are mernhers), including mutual
-cognition of qualifications and iSSLIGS ot mabiHty ;

TI dv lcprnent ot sustainable research activibes within the European Research
An

ThL. implernentation of Eduction tor AU and of the education objectives of the
Fdillenni im D'vIoprnent Goils ;

EducaLion and resnaich HH n run er b ccn a high prioriLv on the politicaf agenda at
nationul und icion-l levels - in iA-' existing uarneworks for regional cooperation - es
areas o nmount importance rar building a socially cohesive and innovative
knowicdga ociety in Europe, for its sustainable development, and tor the stabilization
and asccnition encl tha EU accession processes in the region .

In Un ; » h ih priority Butiding Human Capital" covering both education and research
an bha of the Regional Cooperation Council, synergies and cooperation between
activities and initiatives in the fleld of education and research shell be enabled and
facilitated in order to reach a high level of quality, efficiency and equity in educaUon,
science and research .

The scope and design ot the existing frameworks tor regional cooperation in education,
science and r search shell allow tor a best possible use of experlise, knowledge and
networks . Lobbying and access to relevant national, EU-level, European and
international experUse, to working groups, clusters and nelworks shell be facilitated .
This shall be achieved through partnerships and networking with other Member Stetes
ot the Souih Eastern European Goopetalion PIOCCSS, viith ihe Memhers of the Cenrral
European Cooperatian in Education1, hie Steering l3laffarm on Reseaich for iha

Coupeuon :niticiive b he nI'.iscns oF oc[ucoflon Austia, i-i Czech Fepublbc, Hungary,
Stovenla el-id Cm
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Western Belkan Countries and with other EU Member and European States as wefl es
TiernaUona] partners .

Region2l coooeraflon activities in accordance iMth the present Memorandum shal!
consider e]evant EU and uropean developmenis end trends in education, science end
research but also be cfosely Einked to the nalional context and priorities of ih signatory
countr?es Iso by involving the relevant stekeholders .

Regio conperation activies shall also [urther help strengthen the impiementetion o
coni 1iim3nts under the Bologna process .

R .gional COOCL ioii among aU or several partner countries in education, science and
resarch shafl enc ble tnrgeted suppart LO national reforms through capacity building,
netwoing, tr nsfer of prtise, access ta current EU, European and international
discusion, activities and support, and through linking to project activities at a netionl
levEL

The Educ fo [forr IciLH r of Socth Eastern Euwpe is the main implementation
trarne ia L o h Hmorsndur i in ducation . Continuing suppor] . für ER] SEE is
therefor cd icul nd sliuU ci to full and nidependent regional ownership of ERl SEE
activities end sruciure, also including financial commitment .

The Steering Plattorm 011 Research für the Western Balkan Countr(es shell intensify and
fncrease the networking of national programriles and prornote cooperation between
researchers from individual countries within the EU with researchers from countries in
the south-east of Europe . lt gives visibility to the Western Balkens, stresses the
importance of research and the need tor adoquate support and flnancing tor research in
the region .

The present Memorandum shell be imp]eriented on the basis o a framework für action
which is part ot he Memorandum .

The signatories of this Memorandum will cooperaie where appiopriate with all countries
of the SELCP region, o .hei EU Memhsr and European Stetes and international
partiers .
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The Momorandurn of Understanding between the Ministers responsible for Education,
Scinnon ond Resarch in South Esstem Enrope shall be implemented

in Ihn contef of the Regional Cooperation Council es the successor structure of
Ihn Stobility Pact for South Festem Europe ;
in Ihn ftcuiiev'ork of the Education Reform Initiative of South Esstern Europe,
through its Work Plon, and Linder its guidance (education) ;
in the conien ol ihe Steoring Pintform an Reseamoh for the Western Balkan
Gountries (reseni ch) ;
in Lhe conLeJ ot the priorky "Building Human Uspitel" of die Regional
Cooperahon Cauncil ;

makirig bas' possibla use of l.he available EU, ELiropSan and international frameworks,
partnershps nd ntmumen1s . The open method of coordination es applied by the
Euopean Union v:iU . ne appropriate, be appUed es a main principle of cooperation (in
perticular though peer learning, exchange of good practices, indicators and
benchmarks).

The present ER] SEE framework of implernentation will be continued and enhanced es
appropriate to support regional cooperation in education and the implernentation of the
priority "Building Human Capita]" of the Regional Cooperation Councii . A regionally ed,
high-level Coordination Process for Fostering and Building Human Capita] shell facilitate
the coordination of cooperation activjties in education, higher education and research at •
policy teve] .

The joint identification of common priorities and implernentetion of joint activities is
considered es being of paramount imporance with a view to strengihening regional

• cooperaiion in uns wiih the present Memorandum, in parlicular through afflcient
institutiona] representaiion ithe ER] SEE Governing Board and a full usa of äU
available ER] SEE intwumanis, OLCI thnnugh a gradual inorease ir inkind and financiä]
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support fo ERi SEE by the countries-signatories to the Memorandum, at a pace to be
agreed hy Lhe ER! SEE Governing Board untr! 2008 .

ReguJar meefings of Senior Offlcias from the Minisiries responsible [or Lducation,
Science and Rsearch in South Eastern Europe shall Lake place in the region at least
iwice a year, ih (ei least) one or them taking place in the framework of the hrghlevel
Cnordin ion Pocess tor Fostering and Building Human Capital . These meetings wiU,
flLC o forum lo exchange erprinccs made in the irnpfementatiori of
reomi, o os .e por nerohips, 10 discuss ssus ot regional concem and to formulate
sratqEes, joint recommend ions an od cotion reform, ooncrete action plans and
timetohles, in particufar tor us in th planning of actvities in education and research
coopero ion networks. To this nd, die S nior Officials meetings can be joined by other
Euro rnan, in porticular counlries ei ha SEECP and of the Centra! European
Coop redon in Education . partner flStLU ans and oLher partners within the frarnework of
die Rpionnl Cooperation Councd es h sucncsor structure of the Stability Pact for
Soud EnLm Europe, and the TasL Fcrc Educalion and Youth and rts successor
srucLur

1

Thu S or Officials epresenting the signatories ci the Memorandum of Understanding
betwe n o Minsters responsible tor Educatioi Science and Research in South
Eastern Europe shall carry aut an annual review of the overal! implementation of
priorities in line with the Memorandum and formulate recommendations for the work of
ERl SEE to the Goveming Board, and to the Steering Platform on Research with the
Western Balkan Countries . Changes in the action plan can be decided upon onfy by the
ER! SEE Governing Board (education) .

vi
The Secreladot of ER! SEE is current!y !ocated in Zagreb, Croatia es a host country, tor
a period of time and under conditions es leid dowri in the ER SEE Joint Proposa! .

Vii
The Steering Plattorm on Research für the Western Balkan Countries, the Steedng
Board ot the SEE ERA .NFT and the Governing Board ot ERl SEE should cl least once
a year recipocaJ(y invite representatives ta iheir regula meetings as observers, tor
inforriiation and coodinaLion pur poses .
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The Memorandum or Understanding will he signed by the Ministers responsible or
Education . Science and Research in South Eastern Europe or by iheir authorised
represenfalives by ihe Sibitty Paci and its successor structure (Regional Cooperation
Couric), mcl by the Task Force Eclucalion and Youth .

Istanbul, 4t? of May 2007

For tht 1instni of ducation and Für the Ministry of Civll Affairs of
Sdrnmc of th Repubc of Albania BciTand Kerzegovira

/ /
7 /2

tvs. AcJriin Gjo / J Mr.Senod Sepic
ID puty Iit Deputy linister

Für th ihnislry ot EducaLlon d Für the Ministry of Science, Education
Scienc the RpubFo Sutc aria and SPO of th «R23'ublic of Croatia

Mri-ral o Atanasov r Radovan Fuchs
Deputy vUnfst-r Deputy Minister

For the Ministry of Education, Science For the United Nailoris Mission in
and Technology Frovisional Kosovo, acting on behalf of
1 nstitutions of Self-Government of P1S G/lEST
Kosovo

Ms PaLHCa NWaring
iVilnister Directoi oi kie Deparu ent oi

/\d minisirei ion



Für the Minstry of EducaUon and Für the Mhiistry of Education and
Scfence or the Republic of Montenegro Research of the Repubic of Ramania

Mr. Sobodan ackovc Ms . Gabriella Pasztor
Minister Sa[e Secreary

-

6/

Für the Special Coordinator of the Für the Task Force Education and
Stability Pact for Sou(h Eastern Europe Youth of the StabUity Pact für South

Eastern Europe

Ms vi rjna Gtndits Mr . Anton DobarL/7 /Drtrr of (Jrking T b e 1 Chair " /7! 1/ //

/ / / 4/ /
2//
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